
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

My Sisters in Christ,

Another year end is rapidly approaching as we are
reminded daily by the commercialization and "hype"
of Christmas in the media, shopping malls and light
displays in our neighbourhoods.  As it continues to
build, despite the disaster and despair throughout
the world, as Anglican Church Women it is a time
when we (after the busyness of our "fall fairs" and
"Christmas Bazaars") try to shift gears and take
time to reflect upon the true "Reason for the
Season".   I think that Mark Zimmerman puts it
quite well in the following quote:

"This Advent we look to the Wise Men to teach us
where to focus our attention. We set our sights on
things above, where God is. We draw closer to
Jesus... When our Advent journey ends, and we
reach the place where Jesus resides in Bethlehem,
may we, like the Wise Men, fall on our knees and
adore him as our true and only King."

I realize that it is important to recognize so many of
you who, in your own special ways, have shared
your love and support over the past year.    I do
hope you know how much you are appreciated.   In
my contemplation on the upcoming weeks, I have
been trying not to put too much expectation into
what "Christmas Day" will be – that all too often,
I/we are trying too hard to crowd too much overdue
kindness and appreciation for our fellow being into
one day!  Instead I am trying to figure out how best
to make it a little bit of Christmas every day of the
year for those who need it most.    Certainly
Christmas is a time when we have an opportunity
to give special recognition and appreciation for
what we have received from those individuals who
have made our lives meaningful, BUT it is also
important that we strive to continue to be a blessing
to others every day.  Therefore, as Mother Teresa
says "It is Christmas every time you let God love
others through you…" so it need not always be in
a monetary way - but in a smile, a thank you, a
quiet moment of prayer, a gentle hand or a
listening ear. 
  
Let us all take a moment to reflect upon how we
can best use our talents in the coming year to the
greatest good and celebrate a little bit of Christmas
every day!

Wishing you and yours the peace and joy of a
Blessed Christmas.

Margaret 

Margaret Warwick, 
President
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Our Prayer Partner Diocesan ACW

Each year, at the National Presidents’
Conference, we choose Prayer Partners for

the upcoming year.

This year we are praying for the ACW in the
Diocese of Central Newfoundland.

Please keep them in your prayers at your
regular meetings, and at any special events

you may host.

NATIONAL ACW PRESIDENTS’
CONFERENCE 2016

As you know, we will be hosting the National
meeting in 2016, and we were happily going ahead
with our plans, having booked Rosemary Heights
Retreat Centre some time ago.  It was with
sadness - and a little horror! - that we learned that
Rosemary Heights will cease operations at the end
of this year.

After a slight panic at the thought of not having
anywhere to hold the meeting, Margaret, Vera and
I visited a retreat centre in Langley, and this is now
confirmed as our venue.

Springbrooke Retreat and Conference Centre is
located 45 minutes out of Vancouver on a beautiful
16 acre Fraser Valley property nestled in a grove of
cedars on the banks of the Salmon River.  It has
been an honoured and sacred place for many
groups, for centuries. In years long past, First
Nations elders gathered for ceremony on the river
bank.  Today it is a tranquil place, with comfortable
accommodation in both the main building and
cabins surrounded by woodland with trails for
walking, and pool, hot tub and sauna for refreshing
and wildlife and birds calling the area home.

With the accommodation sorted out, plans are
continuing for the actual conference.  Several
branches have already indicated details of the
favours they are offering.  So that we don’t
duplicate, I ask that you advise me when your
branch has decided .....  

Sheila

Sheila Puls, Co-ordinator
sheila@puls.ca

EMBRACE RWANDA AND

FISH & CHIP BABY SWEATERS

St Catherine’s hosted a meeting and invited Hilary
King of Embrace Rwanda to come and speak to us
about the work they are doing in Rwanda.  This
was well attended, and Hilary gave an excellent
presentation.

Since 2008 Embrace Rwanda International Society,
a Vancouver-based Christian charity, has helped to
bring powerful, meaningful and sustainable change
to Rwanda’s Southern Province. For a region hit
hard by poverty, genocide and disease, the
transformation is remarkable. Of the 75,000 people
in this area of Rwanda, it is estimated that at least
24,000 have now benefitted from the work of
Embrace Rwanda.  In support of the work of
Embrace Rwanda we welcome our new Patron The
Most Rev. Dr. Onesphore Rwaje, Archbishop of the
Province of Anglican Church of Rwanda.

Embrace Rwanda is a grassroots community
development partnership between Canada and
Rwanda. Under the leadership of North
Vancouver’s Hilary King, the initial focus was to
provide continuing support for poverty-stricken rural
families through an initiative called the “Healthy
Mums Project”. Five years later, the initiative
stands on four pillars of community development
and support: maternal/child health, early childhood
education, building capacity through a Vocational
Training Centre and a community economic
development/ savings and credit program to
support the development of small business. In
Canada, the charity is run entirely by volunteers,
many of whom visit Rwanda annually to offer skills
and support. This volunteer component enables
100% of all funds raised here to go directly to
Rwanda.

Embrace Rwanda provides a remarkable example
of how developing relationships, establishing
partnerships and building on the strengths and
resilience of a very vulnerable population has
created an environment for healing and growth. A
five year evaluation of the Healthy Mums Project
was completed in 2013, showing a significant
difference in health outcomes. With this proven
success, other regions and countries in Africa are
interested in adopting the Embrace Rwanda model.

More information at:  http://embracerwanda.org/
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PRAYER PARTNERS NEEDED!

The Tsek'ene are a First Nations people whose territory
in the Northern Interior of British Coloumbia includes the
Finlay and Parsnip River drainages of the Rocky
Mountain Trench.

The Kwadacha Nation, Tsay Keh Dene First Nation,
McLeod Lake Tse'Khene First Nation all identify as
Tsek'ene and have historically all spoken the Tsek'ene
Language and are working to revive its use.

The events of the twentieth century took the Tsek'ene
from vibrancy to discouragement and despair: 

Residential Schools
•  Tsek'ene people now in their 50's, 60's, 70's and

80's were forced as children to attend church-run
government funded residential
schools.

•  The remoteness of their homes meant they were
not able to see their families for 10 months at a
time

• Assimilation was the goal of the Residential
Schools. Many now see this as a policy of
cultural genocide.

This left a lasting Impact:
• Children felt alone and abandoned and now still

struggle with feelings of insecurity.
• They suffered physical and sexual abuse and

continue to be traumatized by the memories.
• They were shamed because of their first nations

culture and often still struggle with self-doubt.
• They were punished for speaking their Tsek'ene

language and lost it.
• Parents who were left behind despaired as their

purpose in life was taken away.  Many turned to
alcohol.

The WAC Bennett Dam
• The WAC Bennett Dam was built on the Peace River

near Hudson's Hope between 1961 and 1968.

• The Williston Lake Reservoir began filling up behind
the dam and the water came up faster than expected
in 1968.

• The Tsek'ene people were not consulted and the
people of Tsay Keh Dene lost all their seasonal
camps and villages as the waters of the rivers they
inhabited rose.

• Their plight was not considered by BC Hydro or the
government.

The people most adversely affected by the flood and the
Residential Schools are working hard to rebuild their
culture for the children of their communities.  The
Tsek'ene people in both villages are working to restore
the Tsek'ene language.  However, alcoholism and drug
abuse continue to plague these two villages.

Many people, despite their horrific experiences in
Residential School, have retained their belief and faith in
God.  However, they remain isolated and remote.

Henry and Jean Dunbar began going monthly to the
villages through Jean's work as a nurse 10 years ago. 
Henry holds services once monthly in each village and
works closely with both churches.  They have loved these
people, listened to their stories, worked alongside them,
and very gradually have earned their trust and friendship. 
Jean has personally gathered the prayer request sheets
from more than 100 women and young girls.

The Vision is to form a powerful prayer link to provide
support for these women isolated in their remote villages. 
Volunteers are needed to provide women and girls in
these villages with Prayer Partners to encourage and
support them.  Only God is big enough to restore these
villages but a prayer partner can support these women
with prayer and encouragement while God transforms
them.

If you are interested in being a prayer partner with one of
these women, please contact Leanne Dunbar,
leannemdunbar@gmail.com or 604-269-0761.
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Mark your calendars!
Start saving your nickels & dimes!

The first 

NATIONAL GATHERING OF

ANGLICAN WOMEN

“The love of Jesus calls us 
to learning, worship and service”

June 15th to 18th, 2017

Redeemer College,
Ancaster, Ontario

We would like to see a good representation
from the Diocese of New Westminster.

More information as it becomes available

A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY

In 1966, Past Diocesan ACW President Lucy Moore gave
a talk in Powell River on “Remembering Our History”. 
That talk is now history, but the content is of interest to us
today.

Many of you are familiar with our present W.A. Memorial
House on 14th Avenue in Vancouver.  Perhaps you are
not aware that in 1911 it was decided that rather than
send flowers to the funeral of our membrs, an equivalent
amount of money would be donated to a Memorial Fund
with the hope of one day having a Memorial Hall in Christ
Church Cathedral.  For many reasons, the idea of a
Memorial Hall did not materialize.

However, in 1950, from sheer necessity, the present
House was purchased for a total of $14,800, which
included improvements made.  By 1953 through the
Memorial Fund and various money raising events, this
was completely paid off.

(Editor’s note: since women could not borrow money,
some supportive husbands agreed to sign the interim
loan).

The House is used for Board Meetings, meetings of
Parish groups, Diocesan Committees, and of course for
the collection and distribution of clothing for those in need
locally and for the bales which go to the North.  Our
printing is done there, the Bulletin, Annual meeting
reports, committee reports, etc., agendas and minutes of
meetings, and a multitude of necessary forms.  There is
a very lovely Chapel where we share in the Eucharist
before our Board meetiings so that we are always mindful
of whose “business” we are about. 

As you know, it was a heart-wrenching decision, made in
2011, to sell our House, but thanks to the foresight of
those women we now have an excellent headquarters in
Burnaby, all on one level, which comprises a meeting
room and a warehouse for our outreach, plus we have
sufficient investments to allow us to extend our outreach
far beyond what we have been able to do before.

So it is that God’s power WORKING THROUGH US
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine!

AN EVENING AT ST GEORGE’S, 
MAPLE RIDGE

On November 16th St George’s, Maple Ridge, invited
women from other local Anglican churches to join them for
an evening to hear more about ACW and the work we do. 
I was honoured to be invited to come and bring my slide
show, which was put together to show to Synod a few year
ago.

I spent a little time updating it (some of the pictures were
taken in the basement of W A Memorial House - but that
just emphasizes that this is a long term commitment!)

This was a delightful evening - the slide show was very
well received, details of our current projects were given,
and after that Rebecca Kozol of St George’s asked
permission to show a short presentation about the request
for prayer partners for women of the Tsek'ene First
Nations people. (See page 3)

Following this we were ushered out of the church and
along the hallway, where a lavish amount of food, tea and
coffee were put before us, and we were able to spend
some time talking to members of other parishes.

Ideas were exchanged, and a decision was made that as
branches are small, it would be fun to work together on
various projects - and there and then arrangements were
being made about a joint prayer shawl knitting evening.

And if any other branches is interested in teaching others
about ACW, I am happy to share the slide show - 

Sheila

sheila@puls.ca
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Ross Smith shows one of his Angels
Photo: Sheila Puls

I AM AN ANGLICAN CHURCH WOMAN

I am beautiful, I am shy, I am hard-working, I am creative,
I am in pain, I am out-going, I am married, I am widowed,
I am plain, I am active, I am a leader, I am a follower, I
am kind, I am loyal, I am healthy, I am organized. 
Although I could wear any of these "faces", I am an
Anglican Church Woman.  Anglican Church Women
come in all shapes and sizes and even colors.  This
doesn't matter to God for he loves me and sees me as
beautiful in His sight. 
 
I am His and along with thousands of other every-day
women, I am an integral and very real part of the Church
of God.
 
Belonging to a church family is as much a part of me as
breathing or walking.  I feel a sense of closeness and
giving back to my community is natural and good. 

This path I've chosen is not always easy though.  I am
often asked to stretch beyond my comfort zone and
perhaps act in a silly skit or wear an outlandish hat. 
Some days I am bone weary from standing on my feet
while we serve soup at yet another church function. 
Sometimes I sit with the lonely and shut-ins - holding
hands, listening to stories, bringing cards and homemade
treats, not because they are my dearest friends but
because they need a friend and I am ready to put aside
my own needs to reach out to theirs.    It is what I do and
with God's help I do it as best as I can!  

If I am called to be a part of the body of Christ we hear
about in Paul's letter to the Corinthians, "Just as a body,
though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form
one body, so it is with Christ…..But in fact God has
placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as
he wanted them to be.  If they were all one part, where
would the body be?  As it is, there are many parts, but
one body. (1 Corinthians 12: 12, 18-20);   then I and the
other Anglican Church Women within my parish are
surely the blood within that body.
 
Just for a moment I imagine the human body – I see the
blood, rich and red, filled with strength (iron) pumping
throughout the body bringing life to limbs and fingers.  Did
you know that approximately 20% of the blood flowing
from the heart is pumped to the brain?  The brain needs
constant blood flow in order to keep up with the heavy
metabolic demands of the neurons.   Now I imagine my
church – aren't the Anglican Church Women within my
parish the blood?  Bringing joy to the sick and shut-ins is
like keeping the "limbs" of the parish alive; working
tirelessly on fund-raising and fellowship events, providing
altar linens, donating to outreach programs allows the
many "arms" within the parish to freely grow and move. 
And the talents and gifts, the strength and energy I bring
to the body keep the "brain" alive and healthy.  It is no
wonder that someone once said ACW groups are the
life-blood of any parish!

As I continue to walk the path known only to me, I look to
the Light and celebrate even the smallest
accomplishments.  I may be weary or distraught but I can
allow the Light of Christ to fill my days and remember that
God, who loves me more than I can ever ask or imagine,
is holding me in the palm of His hand. 

How about you - Do you see yourself in this picture, is
God holding you in the palm of His hand? 

    

HANDMADE ANGELS

 Ross Smith of St. Thomas Anglican Church, Burnaby has
been wood turning for over 6 years, and enjoys seeing
wood come to life with a lathe, and he offered to make 3½ 
inch high wooden angel ornaments for each of the
workers who receive the Bales to the North, and run the
thrift stores.  Each ornament reveals its own unique
growth rings and colours. He had already started making
a new batch of Wooden Angels when he approached the
Board - and of course we were delighted to accept the
offer.  These Angels are turned on a wood lathe and hand
finished with several coats of glossy lacquer. He looked
through hid stock of "found" wood to find suitable size and
quality to turn 60 angels to be included in the bales to 10
churches.   

With Ross' beautiful Angels we were able to include the
angels in every bale! What a lovely gift for the bale
volunteers in the Yukon. Thank you Ross!
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The Rev. Liz Hamel,
Anglican Chaplain

CHAPLAINCY

CHALLENGE TO DIOCESAN

COUNCIL

On November 4th, Margaret Warwick and
Sheila Puls appeared before Diocesan
Council to talk about Chaplaincy.  After
introductions, Sheila gave some
background about out outreach and aims.

Margaret told the Council “We continue to
look for ways to ensure that we are doing are best to
follow our mission of feeding the hungry, clothing the
indigent, supporting the weak and honouring all life and
to this end we are very concerned when we recently
heard that the chaplaincy at Vancouver General Hospital
(VGH) – which is a major referral hospital for our whole
diocese, would not be funded after December 31st of this
year.” The three years of funding supplied by a grant from
St. John’s, Shaughnessy does conclude at the end of
2015.

Margaret and Sheila went on to say that they and the
ACW membership of our diocese believe that it is
fortunate that VGH continues to allow an Anglican
chaplaincy position to exist and they revealed their true
purpose for appearing before Council. “We are here
today to put forward a proposal that would enable the
chaplaincy to continue into the new year. The ACW of the
diocese are prepared to fund this position in the amount
of $12,000 which we understand will cover the costs for
six months and we challenge Diocesan Council to match
this amount in order to guarantee the ministry for 2016.”
Margaret went on to explain that although awareness of
the need for funds to continue the Anglican chaplaincy at
VGH happened after the ACW AGM they were able to
undertake an email poll of the various branches which
produced an immediate and positive support for the
ministry funding proposal, and she presented cheques to
the Bishop totalling $12,000.

In the discussion that opened up after Margaret and
Sheila’s presentation, the Reverend Richard Leggett said
that St. Faith’s Parish Council had agreed at a recent
meeting to contribute $4,000 to the VGH chaplaincy and
the Venerable John Stephens, Archdeacon of Vancouver
said that there are discussions in the archdeaconry to
come up with a short range plan for immediate support of
this ministry but more importantly a long range plan that
will sustain Anglican chaplaincy at VGH.

Margaret Warwick and Sheila Puls on behalf of the ACW
of the diocese urged Council to “make every effort to
ensure it (chaplaincy funding) becomes a line item in
upcoming budgets”. Bishop Skelton asked Council if they
would like to discuss the challenge the ACW had
proposed at this meeting or defer the conversation and
the decision for another meeting as the November 4
agenda was extremely full. The chancellor, George

Cadman, QC suggested that the long view
discussion on funding be deferred to the
January meeting but the challenge by the ACW
to match the 2016 funding of $12,000 be
decided prior to the end of the year.

There will be more information about the ACW
Anglican chaplaincy challenge available in mid
December 2015 after the December 9 meeting.

SOCIAL ACTION
 
What we are in most urgent need of:

Baby sleepers in all sizes!
Girls & boys 2 piece outfits all sizes under size 2 
Girls dresses all sizes under size 2 
Receiving blankets
Diaper pins
Hooded bath towels, wash cloths
Men's clothes any type, in large or extra-large please.
Cosmetic bags to put samples of shampoo, soap,
conditioner, etc.
 
I'd like to thank you all for your generosity over the fall to
help us get the bales out!

Have a blessed Advent Season!

Beth

 
Beth Fortin, 

Social Action

St Mark's Ocean Park 
12953 20th Avenue, Surrey 

Journey of Christmas 
17 years putting Christ Back into Christmas 

December 13th  to 23rd 
6 to 9 pm   

December 24th 
3:30 pm to 9 pm   
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2015 NATIONAL PRESIDENT'S & 

COORDINATORS CONFERENCE

LAVROCK CAMP, 
HOLYROOD, NEWFOUNDLAND

This year we had the pleasure of joining our host Diocese
of East Newfoundland and Labrador at the Lavrock
Anglican Church Conference Center and Camp which
was about 45 minutes East of St. John's.  The
Conference Theme "Leaders of Courage, Serving by
Faith" (which will be the theme for our 2016 AGM) was
based on the scripture in 1st Corinthians 16:13 

Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, 
be courageous, be strong.

The Executive Board had met the day before in a St.
John's hotel and so most of us travelled to the camp
together where we were welcomed with coffee and
goodies as we awaited the arrival of our sisters from
across the country.  I was thrilled to welcome Eileen
Chan, our sponsored delegate from St. John the Divine
in Quesnel, BC who was representing the Anglican
Parishes of the Central Interior (APCI) – their first
representative since 1981!  She is a delightful lady and
we were so happy to have her with us so we could learn
a bit more about the struggles in that area.
   
Unfortunately, due to other commitments, neither the
P r i m a t e  n o r  t h e  B i s h o p  o f  E a s t e r n
Newfoundland/Labrador were able to join us during our
Conference, but we did have the pleasure of two
Archdeacons from the Diocese celebrating the opening
Eucharist – as well as the closing Eucharist – at which
time they were joined by Bishop Michael Hawkins
(Diocese of Saskatchewan and Chair of the Council of
the North).  All of the services were held at the campsite. 

The format for learning this year was focussed more on
the information conveyed during our worship and there
was more emphasis on opportunities for socializing,
entertainment and networking.   We had local
entertainers and historians, were taught ‘a new language'
following which we were "Screeched In" so we could
become Honourary Newfoundlanders!   We were
introduced to and enjoyed (sometimes??) samples of
many of the "top 10" foods of the "Rock" – cod tongues,
fishcakes, fish and brewis, toutons, jam jams, raisin (&
molasses) tea buns – along with a traditional turkey
dinner.  Our ‘scenic' tour of the surrounding area was
disappointingly on a very rainy and cloudy day which
limited the number of amazing sights we could see, but
there was some levity as we made our way to lunch in
Petty Harbour - a quaint and picturesque fishing village –
followed by a brief stop at the Historic Signal Hill and
shopping for souvenirs in Old Town St. John's – all
aboard a huge "Party Bus" – complete with stripper poles
and strobe lights!  We were also entertained on board for

part of the journey by a founding member of The Spirit of
Newfoundland, singer and songwriter Sheila Williams,
who is also a music therapist at the local Anglican Nursing
Home (trained at Capilano College in North Van!).  

As is our custom, we began and ended each day with
worship and this year, the Committee put together very
interesting services with most of the Homily/Sermons
being replaced by a ‘dissertation' (in the first person) from
a biblical woman of faith and courage.  Additionally, there
were picture frames placed strategically around the
lounge for our information and contemplation containing
the stories of additional women who had exemplified our
theme throughout their lives.  Hearing the stories in this
format had a very different, more meaningful and
inspirational impact and resulted in a more lasting
impression than reading the stories directly from the Bible
or other autobiographical pieces
.
I want to acknowledge a special contribution Eileen made
to our gathering.  In addition to making beautifully quilted
coasters for each delegate, Eileen brought a lovely blue
prayer shawl; commented on how it had been sent with
her with the touching hands and prayers of her members,
and asked that if someone felt strongly that it had a place
in their Diocese they should take it.   The President from
the Diocese of Toronto chose to take it and shared the
story of the intended recipient.  At the end of our final
worship service, all of us gathered around and together
we held or touched the shawl (or the person in front of us
who was touching it) while Bishop Michael offered prayers
of healing and comfort, which left almost everyone in
tears. It was very emotional and Eileen really left her mark
on the group for her thoughtful gift,  
 
Our business sessions included the usual "housekeeping"
and fine tuning of our bylaws, including clarification of the
criteria for travel expenses.  Following a review of current
costs, it was agreed to nominally increase the fees (for the
first time in many years).  New Prayer Partners were
selected, and a report was given regarding the 2017
National Gathering of Anglican Women which will be held
in Ancaster Ontario from June 15-18, 2017 and preceded
by the National Presidents' meetings on June 14.  This will
be an exciting opportunity for all Anglican Women to
gather, share and learn as we focus on the theme "The
Love of Jesus Calls Us to Learning, Worship, and
Service".   At our Ecclesiastical Province meetings we
discussed various ways to assist and encourage
members to attend this amazing gathering, I also formally
extended our invitation to the 2016 National Presidents'
Conference that we are hosting which, I might add, was
well received!   We requested offers to host 2018 and
beyond, but to date no invitations have been received,  
Eileen Chan provided a brief overview of the demise of
the Diocese of the Cariboo through bankruptcy and the
‘birth' of the Anglican Parishes of the Central Interior and
their continued work towards clarifying their future.

Margaret

Margaret Warwick 
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IT IS CHRISTMAS

Each time we share a heartfelt hug
or hold another’s hand,

each time we think of those we love
so far across the land...

Each time we gather with our friends,
glad not to be apart,

share laughter ‘til our bellies ache,
give from a grateful heart....

Each time we say a special thanks
for gifts that we receive,

appreciate all that we have
and know what we believe....

Each time we choose to share ourselves,
to see another’s worth,

to be a voice of love and joy
and hope upon this earth.....

..... it is Christmas.

Terri Skuce
From the book

 “Dreamer, a collection of poems and dreams.”
ISBN-13: 978-1502799098
Reprinted with permission.
Available from Amazon.ca

THREE GIFTS

In 2011 Herbert O'Driscoll shared his favourite
writing and poems about Christmas in the Anglican
Fellowship of Prayer newsletter.  He had been
reflecting on how the Magi had brought their gifts to
Jesus.  This time of year midst all of our secular
and family and friends gift buying – what would
each of us choose as our three gifts to Jesus or
about Jesus that we could share with others?  And
most of all what would we share about Jesus?

GIFT ONE - 
SWEDISH WRITER SIGRID UNDSET:

And when we give each other Christmas gifts in His
name, let us remember that He has given us the
sun and the moon and the stars, and the earth with
its forests and mountains and streams – and that all
that lives and moves upon them.

He has given us all green things and everything that
blossoms and bears fruit – and all that we quarrel
about and all that we have misused – and to save
us from our foolishness, from all our sins, He came
down to earth and gave us himself.

GIFT TWO - 
JOHN BETJEMAN (ENGLISH POET LAUREATE), 
some verses from Christmas:

And is it true? And is it true?
This most tremendous tale of all.
Seen in a stained glass window's hue,
A Baby in an ox's stall?
The Maker of the stars and sea
Become a child on earth for me?
No love that in a family dwells.
No caroling in frosty air,
Nor all the steeple-shaking bells
Can with this single truth compare –
That God was Man in Palestine
And lives today in Bread and Wine.

GIFT THREE – 

MADELEINE L'ENGLE

a seasonal poem:

This is no time for a child to be born,
With the earth betrayed by war and hate,
And a nova lighting the sky to warn
That time runs out and the sun burns late.

That was no time for a child to be born
In a land in the crushing grip of Rome;
Honour and truth were trampled by scorn,
Yet here did the Savior make his home.

When is the time for love to be born?
The inn is full on the planet earth;
And by greed and pride the sky is torn;
Yet Love still takes the risk of birth.

Shared by The Rev. Sue Foley-Currie, 
Chaplain
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