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Pastoral Letter from the Bishop 
To be read in all churches in the Diocese of New Westminster 

on Sunday November 29th 2009 
 
Dear Friends in Christ: 
 
By now you have probably heard that the Supreme Court of British Columbia has ruled clearly 
in favour of the Diocese in the matter of parish property ownership. 
 
This is the outcome of a law suit brought by the leaders of four congregations who have sought 
to take church property away from the Anglican Church of Canada. 
 
The Anglican Church in this country and throughout the world is a big tent. We have a long 
history of welcome and respect for all people. What unites us is a strong commitment to Jesus 
Christ and the Christian faith, a tradition of beautiful and sacred worship, and a compassionate 
response to people in many kinds of need and hardship. 
 
I intend to invite these congregations to remain in the buildings where they worship and to move 
forward together with us in the Diocese as one people under God. I intend to appoint new clergy 
who will respect and continue the worshipping style of the congregations, who will also work 
cooperatively with me and the Diocese. 
 
My prayer is that we might all put this sad conflict behind us and get on with the mission of 
Jesus Christ. No good is served by bitterness or triumphalism. The decision of the Court is clear. 
And the purpose of the Church is equally clear. We are here to serve the mission of God and the 
well-being of all God’s children. 
 
This is a day when we pray "to put away the works of darkness and put on the armour of light." 
May it be so with us. Be assured that, whoever you are, you are welcome here. 
 
Kindest regards, 

 

 
 
 
 
The Right Reverend Michael Ingham 
Bishop 


