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National Aboriginal Day     St James, Vancouver 
2015.06.21 
 

 

"And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." (Jn 8:32) 

 

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission has completed its work.  They have filed a 

report listing 94 recommendations.  The first 42 recommendations address what is 

called Legacy, the long term and lasting effects the Residential Schools have on child 

welfare, language and culture, health, education and justice.  The second section 

entitled Reconciliation includes a call to recommit and revisit existing treaties, 

references church parties to the Settlement, including our Anglican Church and the 

need for education of seminarians and clergy on Aboriginal culture and traditions, 

and to fund such things as language and culture restoration projects, to amend the 

Oath of Citizenship where the person is required to acknowledge the treaties and 

traditions of Aboriginal Peoples and to include Aboriginal history and customs in 

citizenship education for newcomers to Canada.  94 recommendations all of which 

provide a course of action toward reconciliation between Aboriginal and Settler 

peoples—and we, members of the Anglican Church of Canada, we at St James, have a 

particular part in this work.   

 

The truth telling should not be understood to be completed.  It is not finished by any 

means yet reconciliation must begin at the same time.   

 

We must be attentive to this process and to the tendency we might have to reduce 

these two powerful concepts to something less than what they are. 

 

The word ‘truth’ and the word ‘reconciliation’ can quickly become empty and 

meaningless in our vocabulary.  The word ‘truth’ and the word ‘reconciliation’ can 

become slogans without the power, the healing, and the possibilities they command.  

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Jn%208.32
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The word ‘truth’ and the word ‘reconciliation’ can either focus or distract us from 

the opportunity that is being set before us. 

 

The explanation and understanding of the complexity of the concept of aletheia, or 

truth in Greek was a preoccupation, and sometimes the only occupation, for Martin 

Heidegger, the great German philosopher of the last century.  Heidegger spilled 

great amount of ink on teasing out the various facets of truth from judgment to 

agreement. 

 

Jesus told Pilate, “For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to 

the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”   Pilate seemed to 

know the complexity of the concept, too, when he asked Jesus, ‘Quid es veritas?’  -- 

‘What is truth?’ 

 

In logic "Something cannot bring itself into existence" is an absolute truth.  God as 

the “I am” of the Old Testament and the same term frequently used by Jesus in 

John’s gospel such as “I am the way, the truth and the life,” allude to this 

understanding.   What cannot conceive of or create itself is an absolute truth.  

God, the Great I AM, is an absolute truth. 

 

Truth holds an expansive value.  It is so much more than a mere idea.   

 

Truth is much more complex than ‘truth or dare’ or truth as implied in the title of 

the old TV game show “To tell the Truth.”  It’s much more difficult to conceive of 

than the command our parents might have given us when we were told to ‘Now, tell 

the truth!’ 

 

Truth is a far larger concept than simply not lying.  For Heidegger truth contains in 

its meaning unconcealment, unhidden.  It required the agent, the person, to actively 

disclose and show forth their reality.  Certainly in the work of the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission this is indeed what has begun to occur.   
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What was concealed is being revealed, what was hidden is being disclosed.  Only 

through truth will something that could not conceive itself be brought into 

existence. 

 

We, as Christians, have long reminded ourselves of this.  In the words ‘very God of 

very God’ we confess this absolute truth as we confess our faith in the Nicene Creed. 

I took a long time to discern what the motto would be on my Coat of Arms—the 

emblematic representation of who I was in the midst of a blended family and I use 

this term here in the sense that my mother was white and my father half-breed, as 

he liked to be called (Métis was a term that was unknown where we lived until much 

later in his life.)  He also liked to use half-breed to startle those around who were 

uncomfortable with him and who he was in the same way LGBT people sometimes 

use queer to describe themselves. 

 

My intention had been to have the Arms granted for my Da before he died.  They 

could then have been shared with my siblings and me, with differences added to it, 

as the heraldic authors call them.  Da died whilst it was still being completed.  

Instead the Coat of Arms was to become mine alone under the rules of inheritance. 

 

The more I reflected on what phrase, what motto, would underline who I was and 

what value was strongest in my family I came to realize it was this declarative 

statement by Jesus in John’s gospel —‘the truth shall make you free.’  It always had a 

strong resonance for me and it was central to my family.  It clearly and succinctly 

stated the overarching principle that my grandparents, my parents, my aunties and 

uncles lived by and called us to live by, too.   

 

I knew I didn’t want some Latin script.  While having studied it for a few brief years 

in high school it did not speak to my origins particularly.  I soon realized that I had 

to find the Moose Cree translation of ‘the truth shall make you free’  and the motto 

would be in Cree syllabics, a language and text my grandmother and grandfather 
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knew well.  The motto would be rendered Tup-weh wee  Tee-puh-lee-mi-tee-so-

ween – or in English, ‘In Truth, Freedom.’ 

 

As an aside, it’s interesting to note what translating from one language to another 

produces.  In Cree, freedom translates to something like – ‘having control over one-

self,’ so full translation becomes ‘truly wanting control over one-self.’ 

 

This process of finding a phrase for my motto occurred a long time before we began 

to talk about Truth and Reconciliation in Canada and in our church.  I had no idea 

how close to home this would come.  And I didn’t realize how much the truth would 

begin to assist Aboriginal People, even those within my own family, to begin to 

experience a sense of freedom and particularly a sense of having control over their 

own self-understanding, their own self-determination.  I had not, at that time, 

contemplated how the truth that has begun to be told would free them, free me, free 

us, and begin to restore,  individually and collectively,  dignity and a sense of self-

worth. 

 

We should all claim for ourselves the freedom and restoration of self-worth that 

truth brings. 

  

But it’s not all an easy step to take.  Margaret Laurence’s short story “The Loons” 

takes places in Manitoba in the 1930’s with references to conflict between Settler 

and Metis/half-breed communities. The themes in this story include racism, 

dysfunctional families and changing society and they are as prevalent today as they 

were in the 1930’s.  “The Loons” depicts a sad, powerful story of society rebuffing 

and eradicating anything or anyone they don’t understand.  Truth seems elusive and 

reconciliation impossible.  It reminds us that the work we have to do will not be 

easy or quick. 
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Reconciliation is a key theme throughout Scripture and particularly for St Paul.  In  

2 Corinthians 5 we hear ‘All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to 

himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was 

reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 

entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.’  Christ reconciled us to himself.  

Christ turned the tables and despite our shortcomings and misgivings brought us 

back to the table where we might be both friend and brother or sister.  Christ 

shortened the space between himself and us, between himself and each of us.   

We are brought in close.  In this space into which Christ draws us we can hear each 

other, speak softly to each other, listen to each, touch and caress each other, 

understand each other – no matter our culture, our language, our traditions, our 

spiritual practices – we are in relationship with one another.  The distances made 

shorter between us, and the big spaces between us are being made smaller by the 

work Christ himself is helping us to accomplish by being reconciled one with 

another. 

 

This is not an easy task, and it will be a task, as we grow in our trust and compassion 

and love for one another.  While the truth may well set us free it does come at a cost.  

Yet we must not shy away from it, but persevere.  In our Collect for today we are 

praying:  Creator God, from you every family in heaven and earth takes its name. 

You have rooted and grounded us in your covenant love, and empowered us by your 

Spirit to speak the truth in love, and to walk in your way towards justice and 

wholeness. Mercifully grant that your people, journeying together in partnership, 

may be strengthened and guided to help one another to grow into the full stature  of 

Christ, who is our light and our life.  Amen. 

 

We have reminded ourselves that our origins are common, so much so that we all 

share in one name.  We have been strengthened by God’s love to be able to not only 

speak the truth in love but to hear it, too, which will bring about justice and 

wholeness as we continue to forge closer and deeper partnerships until that is 

hidden is revealed and friendship is restored. 
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So, as we celebrate this National Aboriginal Day, let us recommit ourselves to the 

work of truth and of reconciliation for our own sake, and for the generations who 

come after us. 

 

As encouragement to us, hear again the commendation to the Church at Philippi in 

this wonderfully majestic, inspiring yet intimate prose:  Finally, beloved, whatever is 

true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 

pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is 

anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  Keep on doing the things that 

you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will 

be with you.   [Phil 4:4-9] 
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