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Dean Peter Elliott Announces Retirement Date
ANNE FLETCHER
Special to Topic, Christ Church Cathedral

Christ Church Cathedral’s rector, Dean Peter Elliott, now 24 years on the job, has told 
parishioners he will retire early next fall, shortly after he attends his ninth General Synod, 
here in Vancouver in July.

And the chair of the Cathedral’s succession and transition committee says that, in the 
fastest-case scenario, the next rector could be coming in to work even before the old one 
is out the door on September 30, 2019.

Cathedral trustee, Ted Chiasson, said in an interview the results of a congregational 
survey last spring will be discussed in workshops at the Cathedral. A report will then go 
to Archbishop Melissa Skelton, who is expected to make a decision whether to appoint 
an interim rector or go straight to hiring a new rector.

Cathedral representatives have made it clear to Archbishop Skelton that, given the size 
and scope of the parish, they don’t want an interim, Mr. Chiasson said. “It’s a complex 
place… we don’t want it to languish.” A parish profile, completed two years ago for the 
hiring of a vicar, would only need some tweaking to be ready to go, he said, and Dean 
Elliott is open to overlapping with his successor.

“There are examples of where that has occurred… and there are advantages to that,” 
Mr. Chiasson said.

Dean Elliott turns 65 in May 2019, and preparation for his retirement has been 
underway for a couple of years. He formally told the three Sunday congregations (8am 
Holy Communion; 10:30am Choral Eucharist; and 5pm St. Brigid’s) in April, just before 
leaving on a three-and-a-half-month sabbatical, that he wanted stay on through General 
Synod, scheduled for July 10 – 16, 2019, at the Sheraton Wall Centre, just down the 
street from the Cathedral.

The first General Synod to be held in Vancouver since 1965, will be the ninth for Dean 
Elliott. He has been a delegate to six Synods, serving once as deputy prolocutor and once 
as prolocutor. This time around, he’s chairing the worship committee, with the opening 
and closing services, and the election and installation of a new Primate on the last day of 
Synod, to be held at the Cathedral.

August 1, 2019, will mark 25 years at the Cathedral for Dean Elliott, and September 
11, 2019, will be the silver anniversary of his installation, making him by far the longest-
serving incumbent, surpassing the previous record-holder, Northcote Burke (1953 – 1968), 
by ten years. 

In an interview, Dean Elliott said he has no firm retirement plans. “I’m going to have 
a vacation for the last three months of 2019,” he said. “I’m open to possibilities starting

Following the September 14 Opening Eucharist of the Synod of the 
Ecclesiastical Province of BC and Yukon which included the installation of 
the Most Rev. Melissa Skelton as the 12th Metropolitan and Archbishop 
of the Province, outgoing prolocutor Dr. Randall Fairey presented the 
archbishop with the symbol of the Province, the Metropolitical Cross. 
PHOTO Eric Stroo

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

On September 9, the Very Rev. Peter Elliott announced his retirement date at 8am prior to celebrating Holy Communion (left photo) and to a group gathered for an info session in the parish hall of Christ Church Cathedral (right photo). PHOTOS Randy Murray
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Lawn Bowling Unites Two Diverse Ladner Communities 
CLIFF CAPRANI
All Saints’, Ladner, Communications Consultant & Contractor, diocese of New Westminster

The subject line was clear…

Rain or shine, the Migrant Workers Bowling and BBQ is on today. 

The message went on to say that we would make the best 
of it and called for all club volunteers to show up at 1pm, 
as planned, to set up. 

It’s hard to believe that after two months of unending 
sunshine, that it decided to rain on the very day that the 
Ladner Lawn Bowling Club had invited the local migrant 
workers for an afternoon’s fun on the Club’s green. 

Although the Guatemalans are guest workers in our 
community, for many of us they are more like ghost 
workers. We don’t get to interact with them much. For 
sure, language is an issue; working hours are a factor too. 
They spend most of their time at the greenhouses where 
they are employed, cycling into Ladner from time to time 
to do a little shopping at Save-On Foods for groceries or 

LEFT Scene from the game. RIGHT Club member Linda (in the slicker) and Club President Garry with four of the bowlers. PHOTOS Cliff Caprani

the dollar store.
So, when club president Garry Parenteau and Cedar 

Park Church member Jon Pelen came up with the idea 
of inviting the workers to try their luck at lawn bowling, 
it turned out to be a win-win-win. The workers got an 
afternoon out, the bowling club members got a chance 
to teach the game to a group of keeners, and Cedar Park 
Mennonite Church got to expand their ministry to the 
migrant workers. 

On Sunday last, close to 40 workers showed up. They 
are a quick study. The object of the game is simple: get 
your bowl nearest the little white ball. Instructions were 
translated by those who spoke Spanish. Charade-like ges-
tures were used by our monolingual members. There was a 
lot of laughter, what sounded like friendly ribbing among 
the workers and some surprisingly good bowling. Despite 
less than ideal conditions, I think the workers had a blast.

While everyone was enjoying themselves outside, a 
number of the club volunteers were working away indoors, 
cooking hamburgers and making salads. When the weather 
turned ugly, play was halted and everyone retreated to the 
pavilion to enjoy a meal together.

Later, the workers were transported to the Cedar Park 
Church, where a games room was made available. The 
workers whiled away an hour or so before the day was 
capped off with a concert of English, Mexican and Guate-
malan music in the church sanctuary. 

I can’t say for sure if this once-a-year social will make 
for instant friendships between Ladnerians and their 
guest workers, but it’s a start. And the locals — unwit-
tingly — have been living out Hebrews 13: 2… 

Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares. W

LEFT & RIGHT Scenes from the game. PHOTOS Cliff Caprani
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THIS MONTH IN TOPIC HISTORY
From the Diocesan Archives

20 years • 1998 Bishop Michael Ingham’s book Mansions of the Spirit  
 is launched — drawing praise from the likes of the  
 Dalai Lama and Hans Kung, but giving rise to some  
 outrage closer to home.

30 years • 1988 A stained glass window designed by Canadian  
 Artist Ted Harrison is installed in the Cathedral in  
 Whitehorse in memory of deaconess, Dr. Hilda Hellaby.

35 years • 1983 The Anglican Book Centre debuts its new Canadian  
 Church Diaries — favoured for decades by Anglican  
 clerics due to its lectionary and liturgical colours  
 “at-a-glance” features.

January 2020.”
He has already received some speaking invitations, he 

said, and, while he’s interested, he hasn’t accepted any, yet. 
But he is clear about one thing: 

“I’m not looking for another job. I don’t want to work an 
80-hour week anymore,” he said. “The thing about parish 
ministry is that it’s always with you.”

Only one of the Cathedral’s 28 full and part-time clergy 
and staff — director of music, Rupert Lang — predates 
Dean Elliott’s arrival in August 1994. And, of the nearly 
800 people on the parish list and the 500 or so people who 
turn out for the four Sunday services (three Eucharists and 
8pm Compline), probably the majority doesn’t remember 
life at the Cathedral without the thirteenth rector and 
eighth dean.

Editor’s Note
In a media release written by the Communications Team 
at the Cathedral and circulated to the media the evening 
of September 9, Archbishop Skelton shared these words:

“Dean Peter Elliott is one of a kind — a leader who has deftly seen 
Christ Church Cathedral through many years of thriving in a 
changing environment. Peter has expertly guided the Cathedral 
in solidifying its identity as a place of open-hearted welcome and 
excellence, in developing its property to meet is mission, in expand-
ing its outreach to downtown Vancouver to include strengthened 
relationships with Indigenous peoples and in initiating new wor-
shipping communities to reach new people. I am confident about 
the future of Christ Church Cathedral in that Peter has set Christ 
Church up to go from strength to strength.”

Dean Elliott is rector of the Cathedral, but is dean of the diocese, by appoint-

ment of the bishop, and the titles don’t always go together. The Cathedral 

was designated as such in 1929, replacing Holy Trinity Cathedral in New 

Westminster as the seat of the diocese. The rector at the time, Robert Reni-

son, was appointed dean. But the bishop, Adam de Pencier, then decided to 

keep the title for himself instead of giving it to Renison’s successor, Frederick 

Wilkinson, in 1932. By 1936, de Pencier was ready to give it back, to Ramsay 

Armitage, and the title has rested on Cathedral rectors ever since.

Dean Peter Elliott Announces Retirement Date
CONTINUED FROM THE FRONT PAGE

“We’ll pull together  
and we’ll come together  

and pray together  
and hope together,” she said.  

“There are people to be helped  
and a planet to care for.  
We’ll get on with it.”

Margery Kellett

But Margery Kellett, 96, the most senior member 
of the parish, has clear memories of deans as far back as 
Herbert O’Driscoll in the late 1960s. When asked about 
Dean Elliott’s legacy, she didn’t talk about the $25 million 
multi-decade renovation of the Cathedral building or the 
congregational growth or the firm-footed finances or the 
long years of support before the blessing of same-sex unions 
was sanctioned, or today’s energetic food program.

“He’s always been loving and caring,” Mrs. Kellett said. 
When she found her husband of 60 years dead in his bed at 
5am, she called her three children and she called her priest. 
They all came. “He’s a practical practitioner of his faith.”

As for the future at the Cathedral, “We’ll pull together 
and we’ll come together and pray together and hope 
together,” she said. “There are people to be helped and a 
planet to care for. We’ll get on with it.” W

Dean Elliott smiles as a parishioner greets him during Holy Communion. PHOTO Randy Murray
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Availing Ourselves of the Gifts God Gives to the Church
The Induction of the Reverend Paula Porter Leggett as Vicar of St. Alban’s, Richmond
RANDY MURRAY (WITH FILES FROM ELIZABETH NORTHCOTT)
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

The first paragraph under the section titled, “The Rector 
We Seek” in St. Alban, Richmond’s 2018 Parish Profile is 
as follows:

“The congregation is eager to welcome a permanent rector that 
can take us forward and coordinate the rebuilding of St. Alban’s. 
You will have a dedicated team behind you and with their support 
plus God’s ever-present help we are looking to lead St. Alban’s in 
a new direction tailored to our unique situation.”

This paragraph indicates that the parish is ready for the next 
phase of ministry after a fairly lengthy interim period that 
followed the resignation and retirement of the previous 
rector, the Rev. Margaret Cornish. Cornish’s ministry ended 
September 30, 2015, and at the time it was expected that 
St. Alban’s would enter a 12 – 18 month period of interim 
ministry. However, it was necessary for the parish to prayer-
fully consider its future and that interim time was extended. 
The parish was well served by the Rev. John Firmston for the 
first term of interim ministry and then by the Rev. Maggie 
Rose Muldoon in the second and longer term. During the 
section of the Celebration of a New Ministry Eucharist 
when the Executive Archdeacon of the diocese, the Ven. 
Douglas Fenton explains the process by which the new 
ordained leader of the parish has been chosen he revealed 
to the congregation that Muldoon had delayed necessary 
surgery in order to remain in her ministry role until the 
new priest had begun. 

The priest chosen by St. Alban’s canonical committee is 
the Rev. Paula Porter Leggett. Porter Leggett is an experi-
enced priest in our diocese with two long-term incumben-

cies at St. Faith, Vancouver and St. Andrew, Langley. She is 
also the Education for Ministry (EfM) Coordinator for the 
diocese and will remain in that role. Rev. Porter Leggett is 
licensed as “vicar” of St. Alban’s and although this ministry 
position is “without term” it is at the moment less than full 
time, a situation that the members of the parish with the 
enthusiastic support of Archbishop Skelton would like to 
change in the not-to-distant future. 

The Celebration of a New Ministry took place on a 
mild late summer’s evening, September 5, 2018. The Rev. 
Paula Porter Leggett is an established priest of our diocese 
and the turnout of both lay and clergy members for the 
Eucharist was excellent, bearing in mind that this was the 
Wednesday following the Labour Day weekend. The clas-
sic Gothic Revival wood frame building constructed in 
1909 and moved to its current location in 1961 was filled 
to near capacity. Brigid Coult, Director of Music at St. 
Mary’s, Kerrisdale played the piano and led a choir of more 
than a dozen voices made up of singers from St. Alban’s, 
St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale and Holy Trinity, New Westminster. 
Porter Leggett’s spouse, the Ven. Dr. Richard Leggett is in 
the first six months of his three-year term as vicar of the 
New Westminster parish.

Preacher for the Eucharist was the Ven. Elizabeth 
Northcott, rector of All Saints’, Ladner and Archdeacon 
of Westminster. Six weeks prior to the induction of Porter 
Leggett, Northcott had resigned her ministry position at 
All Saints’ and informed the parish and the archbishop that 
she would be taking a ministry position in Qualicum in 
the diocese of British Columbia. Northcott’s ministry here 

in the diocese of New Westminster concluded September 
23, 2018 (see the story on page 14 of this issue of Topic). 
These bittersweet realities of comings and goings were not 
ignored in the sermon but were given a positive outlook by 
Northcott as she examined the message of the Epistle read 
a few minutes earlier, Ephesians 4: 1, 7 – 11. She began her 
homily with these words:

“I wonder sometimes what the apostle Paul went through as he 
travelled from one church to another, seeing possibilities and 
potentials of each community. Seeking ways in which to tell the 
Good news story of God’s love to a hungry and needy people. More 
than anything though, I think that Paul had an enthusiasm and 
vigour that compelled the people wherever he went to consider 
what God was doing amongst them.

That’s what we’re doing tonight — we are claiming the positive 
energy that a new beginning of ministry offers. We are cashing in 
on the hope that lies ahead of us and we are offering our prayers 
for this new ministry team that is made up of your vicar, Paula, and 
you who are the people of St. Alban’s in Richmond.”

She spoke of our need to follow and trust in God and to 
avail ourselves “of the gifts Christ gives to the church: the 
apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and 
teachers.” Toward the end of her homily, Northcott led the 
choir and the congregation in the impromptu singing of 
the first verse of the hymn, Tell Out, My Soul, which was 
sung 40 minutes later at the Offertory. She led into the 
interlude with these words:

Archbishop Melissa Skelton leads the applause of welcome for the newly installed 
vicar, the Rev. Paula Porter Leggett. PHOTO Randy Murray

New vicar and regional dean before the procession. PHOTO Randy Murray The procession approaches the main doors from the parish grounds. PHOTO Randy Murray

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Availing Ourselves of the Gifts God Gives to the Church

Illuminate
A Gala Fundraiser for St. Hildegard’s Sanctuary
SANDRA VANDER SCHAAF
Artist-in-Residence, St. Hildegard’s Sanctuary

It is a beautiful thing when the line between giving and 
receiving blurs, when generosity flows in so many directions 
it generates a particular kind of light and warmth. You are 
invited to that kind of experience on Friday, November 
30 as the community of St. Hildegard’s Sanctuary (7284 
Cypress Street at 57th Avenue, Vancouver) hosts its first 
annual Illuminate gala and fundraiser from 7pm – 9pm. All 
are welcome as we celebrate the gifts of the past and gather 
gifts for our ongoing ministry. 

We are delighted to announce that Luci Shaw will be the 
gala’s featured guest. Luci will read from her latest work of 
poetry, Eye of the Beholder. As an artist whose work reflects 
an understanding that, “Beauty is Love taking form in 
human lives and the works of their hands,” we know Luci 
Shaw as a kindred spirit and are greatly encouraged by her 
willingness to share her gifts with us. 

The generosity of three long-standing friends of St. 
Hildegard’s will complement the poetry reading: Allen 
Desnoyers — musician, actor, playwright, and co-founder 
of Vancouver’s Pacific Theatre — will draw from his ex-
tensive talents to launch the evening. Writer, dancer, and 
poet Celeste Snowber is bringing a made-for-St. Hildegard’s 
piece bound to inspire. And Celtic harpist/vocalist Clare 
Morgan — whose music has often held our community’s 
sacred space — will perform a selection of pieces to close 
the evening. 

Throughout the evening we will be graced with the 
Blue Christ was painted for and gifted to the St. Hildegard’s Sanctuary community by 
the artist, Wendy L. Fletcher. PHOTO Sandra Vander Schaaf

piano stylings of our beloved music director, Ruben Fede-
rizon. There will also be plenty of time to enjoy gourmet 
refreshments and place bids in the silent auction.

We are deeply grateful for the grassroots support, com-
munity donations, and special grants that have nourished 
the ministry of St. Hildegard’s Sanctuary since we opened 
our doors in 2016. Special thanks to the people of St. Faith’s 
who have supported this ministry in countless ways from 
the start. This gala is an occasion to celebrate all that we’ve 
been able to be, and do, and give, so far. We are encour-
aged by those who’ve told us that we’re “onto something,” 
as we create safe spaces, build authentic relationships of 
reconciliation, and celebrate God’s revelation in beauty and 
creativity. When we hear — as we often do — “I never knew 
church could be like this!” we find strength and courage 
to carry on when obstacles arise. The generosity that funds 
this work is a gift that keeps on giving, with a value that 
far exceeds its monetary worth. 

Our desire is to walk on in beauty, and carry on with our 
work as a one-of-a-kind, inclusive, arts-based, contempla-
tive Christian community. We welcome your participation 
in that beauty! 

Gala tickets are $50 and can be purchased through 
Eventbrite (www.eventbrite.ca/e/illuminate-fundraiser-
and-gala-tickets-50671473742). To purchase or sponsor 
tickets, or to arrange a donation by cash or cheque, call 
604.266.8011. W

“I believe that God has called Paula to this parish in order that the 
good work started here by past priests and lay-people will be 
nurtured, and God’s people who find themselves in this place will 
be cared for and challenged to grow in their faith. 

Do you remember the words of the well-known hymn, Tell Out, My 
Soul? One verse says, ‘Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by. Proud hearts and stub-
born wills are put to flight, the hungry fed, the humble lifted high.’

Let me leave you with these words of Paul as he writes, ‘…it is 
with God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not 
lose heart’”

The Presentation of the Symbols of Ministry of the Whole 
People of God involved many members of the community. 
It is the community of St. Alban’s that endures, they have 
seen huge changes to their church and to their neighbour-
hood but they do not abandon their commitment to faith, 
they are steadfast and continue to answer God’s call to 
ministry in Richmond. Ten members of the parish came 
forward to share the symbols of ministry. It was particu-
larly moving to witness Allison with younger parishioners 
Nathan and Zoe presenting the water of baptism and 
filling the font.

The official welcome of the Regional Dean, the Rev. 
Brian Vickers, rector of St. Anne’s, Steveston involved 
some important information about which Steveston fish 
and chip restaurant is preferable and culminated with the 
presentation of a gift certificate to Dave’s to be enjoyed by 
Paula and a guest.

The rest of the Covenant in Ministry moved with 
energy and positivity to that point in the liturgy when 
all the symbols have been presented and the archbishop 
says, “Paula, let all these be signs of the ministry which is 
mine and yours, and is shared by all the people of God.” 
To which the new vicar answered, “Amen. May we find 
joy together in the service of Christ.” And then came the 
words everyone had been waiting to hear from Archbishop 
Skelton, “I present Paula as the leader of your ministry, and 
I invite your welcome.” 

The Eucharist continued with: intercessory prayers, the 
exchange of the peace, the Offertory, the Prayer over the 
Gifts, the Eucharistic Prayer, Holy Communion, Prayers 
after Communion, the Episcopal Blessing, the Dismissal 
and the singing of the Closing Hymn, More Than We Can 
Ask or Imagine.

As the Parish of St. Alban’s, Richmond and their new 
ordained leader, vicar, the Rev. Paula Porter Leggett move 
forward into the next phase of ministry together, renewed, 
rejuvenated with more than a touch of ambition to grow 
the parish and move to full time ordained ministry, may 
we all remember the final words of Archdeacon Northcott’s 
address:

“So, take God’s heart — for our journey is blessed and strength-
ened by God’s spirit. Together, let us remember whom it is we 

serve — and let us work tirelessly to walk humbly following in the 
footsteps of the one who loves us most, Jesus Christ our Lord.” W

Administering the Body of Christ. PHOTO Randy Murray

LEFT The preacher, the Ven. Elizabeth Northcott. RIGHT The wardens, vicar and executive archdeacon. PHOTOS Randy Murray

Nathan and Zoe fill the Font. PHOTO Randy Murray Warden Stephanie presents the keys. PHOTO Randy Murray

The regional dean and archdeacon welcome the new vicar. PHOTO Randy Murray

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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The “Glue” That Holds it Together
The First Parish Administrators Conference
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

They are the front line, the faces of parishes, in Archbishop 
Skelton’s view they are “the glue” that holds the parish and 
the greater church together, they are parish administrators.

The first ever Parish Administrators Conference was 
held the morning of Tuesday, September 18 in the Trendell 
Lounge, the meeting area shared by the Synod Offices  
(1410 Nanton) and the Parish of St. John’s, Shaughnessy 
(1490 Nanton). Twenty-five parish administrators repre-
senting most regions of the diocese of New Westminster 
gathered to:

 • Build community (companionship and support)
 • Provide an opportunity to share knowledge  
  and best practices
 • Meet the Synod Staff 
 • Enjoy a meal together
 • And last but not least, present an opportunity for  
  Archbishop Skelton and the Synod Office staff team  
  to express their appreciation for the outstanding  
  contributions to the mission and ministry of the  
  Church made by parish administrators

The idea for the conference was originally communicated to 
the Rev. Tellison Glover, Director for Mission and Ministry 
Development by Sheila Johnston, parish administrator at St. 
Mark’s, Ocean Park, following a discussion that she’d had 
with Beth Fortin, receptionist at St. Cuthbert, Delta who 
had initially came up with the idea. Sheila is also an active 
parishioner at Holy Trinity, White Rock, and she possesses 
a special perspective on how parish administrators can 
connect with the Synod Office because she worked as an 
interim assistant in the Bishop’s Office for several months 
a few years ago. Rev. Glover brought the idea back to the 
Synod Office, a plan was developed and administration 
staff members, Phil Colvin and Rachel Taylor under the 
supervision of Director for Finance and Property, Rob 
Dickson and with the expert facilitation of Missioner for 
Parish Development, Tasha Carrothers began to build an 
agenda. Diocesan Comptroller, Shailene Caparas and Ad-
ministrator of Payroll and Benefits, Accounts Receivable 
and Payable, Michèle van Teunenbrok were also very much 
involved as their roles regularly intersect with clergy, parish 
officers and parish administrators.

The organizing team welcomed the parish administra-
tors when they gathered at 9am; the purpose of the day was 
reviewed and questions for discussion were listed. Arch-
bishop Skelton offered words of welcome and expressed 
her profound appreciation for their ministry.

The program consisted of a Community Building “ice-
breaker” for 15 minutes where the parish administrators 
gathered in groups as directed and then followed this guide:

 • In a line, order yourselves by how long you have been a parish  
  administrator. “What do you do in your job?”
 • Small groups by archdeaconry (combine as necessary).  
  “In your archdeaconry group, what do you most appreciate  
  about what you do?”
 • In three groups (parish size 50 or fewer, 51 to 100, 101 or more).  
  “What’s most challenging about what you do?”
 • Whether clergy are team/full-time/part-time.  
  “What (if anything) do you wish for in your job?”

Animated and enthusiastic discussions followed all of these 
questions.

The parish administrators then gathered together in 
the south side of the room as each member of Synod Staff 

present that day gave a brief outline of their positions, and 
if applicable, highlighted where parish administrators might 
interact with them.

This was followed by more plenary sessions looking at:

 • What materials should be sent to the Archives
 • The Personal Information Protective Act (PIPA) 
 • Some news about parish reporting software that  
  is currently in development 
 • Payroll

Following a brief coffee break the plenary broke into small 
groups in the north half of the room and embarked on the 
major work that would be done that morning, Learning 
Community Sessions.

These sessions were an opportunity for parish adminis-
trators to compare experience and share expertise. 

The sessions followed the World Café Format where 
participants in each group number themselves off as 0, 1, 2, 
3, 4, and 5. Inviting people with mobility issues to choose 
0, as then they won’t have to move from group to group.

The discussions topics were as follows:

Bulletins • Trade pew bulletins with one another and check 
them out. What are the challenges you encounter — either tech-
nical or inter-personal? Share experience and solutions.

Power Church (the commonly used Church record keeping and 
reporting software) • How do you use Power Church? What are 
the challenges you encounter? Share experience and solutions.

Rentals • What is your role in managing rentals at your 
church? What challenges do you encounter? Feel free to trade 
rental agreements if that seems helpful. Share experience and 
solutions. 

Safety, self-care, difficult people • What is your experience 
of working alone in a church building? Encountering difficult 
people? Share experience and solutions.

The last session consisted of two options. Parish adminis-

trators were given the option of joining a conversation on 
office procedures or joining a conversation about money. 
Tasha referred to that option as “money huddle.” The spe-
cific questions discussed by the two groups were:

 1. What is your experience of “office procedures” at your  
  church? Do you have a manual? Are roles clear? Share  
  experience and solutions. 

 2. What is your role in managing finances at your church?  
  What are the challenges? Solutions?

Following the Learning Community Sessions the group came
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Icebreaker discussions. PHOTO Randy Murray Listening to staff plenary presentations. PHOTO Randy Murray

Tasha Carrothers. PHOTO Randy Murray

Learning Group Sessions. PHOTO Randy Murray
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Journeying with Pilgrim
A New Adult Christian Formation Resource
JESSICA SCHAAP
Missioner for Christian Formation, diocese of New Westminster

A number of parishes in the diocese are experimenting 
with a new course in Christian formation called Pilgrim. 
Aimed at explorers new to the Christian journey as well 
as those seeking to deepen their faith, this small group 
resource arose out of the Church of England in 2013. The 
program is made up of eight short courses of six bite-sized 
sessions each. The sessions include worship, scripture study, 
reflection, a film, and discussion. Each course focuses on 
core aspects of the Christian faith: Baptism, Lord’s Prayer, 
Creeds, Eucharist, Commandments, Beatitudes, Bible, 
Church and Kingdom. You can check out the Pilgrim 
website at www.pilgrimcourse.org or Pilgrim’s YouTube 
channel, which has introductory videos as well as all of the 
videos for each session. 

A few parish leaders were interviewed to get their take 
on Pilgrim. Overall, they recommended the resource. They 
offered some of their experience as well as tips on starting 
and maintaining a group. 

The Rev. Lucy Price from St. James’ started a small 
group that is using Pilgrim and is enthusiastic about it. She 
cautioned though that ordering the small books that are 
needed can take a long time from the UK. It’s a good idea 
to order early or look for another distributor like Church 
Publishing in the US.

Each volume costs approximately $12. The St. James’ 
group has a suggested donation of $10 per participant for 
each course. She recounted a moment in the group when 
the language of “Father” for God triggered a participant. 
The group took a moment and she said the session format 
offered a place to discuss and help reframe the image of 
God as parent. The group is planning to start a new course 
of Pilgrim for 2019.

In West Vancouver, two parishes are offering the Pilgrim 
course: St. Christopher’s and St. Stephen’s. Rev. Karen 
Urquhart, interim priest at St. Christopher’s says: 

“Well I love the format — it has a ‘lectio’ style reflection of the scrip-
ture at the beginning and the format is so easy to follow. There is 
a good balance between learning and sharing personal stories 
that our participants have appreciated. The material is easy to 
understand, yet still has depth — making it of interest to a wide 
range of people. We have a group of mostly seniors, both they and 
the younger folks are keen to continue the series.”

Canon Jonathan LLoyd strongly recommends the resource 
and the response has been positive at St. Stephen’s. About 
50 people have participated in the four groups that have 
met. One group has met at lunch hour and another in the 
evening. They used the second set of Pilgrim courses, which 

focus on deepening and maturing in faith. It’s called the 
“Grow Stage.” Jonathan says the sessions “give space for 
people to ask questions… as well there is time for silence 
and listening.” The short videos have worked well in his 
context and he noted the “Wisdom for the Journey” sec-
tion — which offers quotes from the last 15 centuries of 
church history — is a great, manageable resource for people 
to read in between their gathering.

Near the University of BC (UBC) campus at St. An-
selm’s, another Pilgrim course has gathered steam. The 
Rev. Alex Wilson calls it, “deep, but accessible.” The group 
is a mix of newcomers and people from different groups 
within the parish. They met on Sunday afternoons at first, 
but after a long morning of worship, energy for the session 
was becoming harder for both him and the group. As of 
this writing in late September they’re seeking a new time 
this fall. He likes the way the material is broken down 

The “Glue” That Holds it Together

LEFT Staff members Shailene and  Michèle take a look at some documents brought by the parish administrators to share. RIGHT Yvonne from St. Clement’s, Sara from St. Martin’s and Vincent 
(hidden) from Christ Church Cathedral get a close up look at the Metropolitical Cross, the symbol of the Metropolitan of the Ecclesiastical Province of BC and Yukon. PHOTOS Randy Murray

into nuggets, and uses plain, frank language. It also works 
for folks who “have all these questions,” because it doesn’t 
promise all the answers and “builds the sense of mystery 
too.” He was a little more ambivalent about the videos as 
they sometimes required extra explanation for their English 
context. Another real benefit he noted was that the course 

“gives practice to folks to talk about their faith.”
Pilgrim appears as a user-friendly, reasonably priced and 

solid resource that is working for small groups in parishes. 
This is the first in what is to be a number of reviews of 
relevant resources for Christian formation that are used in 
the diocese. Are you using a resource for adult formation 
that you’d recommend? Maybe you’ve created some of your 
own resources. Would you like to share about it? We’d love 
to hear and help get the word out, please email the Rev. 
Jessica Schaap at jschaap@vancouver.anglican.ca. W

back to plenary for evaluation and feedback. 
Twenty-one of the twenty-five present re-
sponded, with 14 responding with a 5 on 
a scale of 6, and 7 responding with the top 
rating of 6. Very positive feedback!

In the feedback notes there were some 
improvements suggested for the next edi-
tion of the Parish Administrators Confer-
ence. More time, more space between 
groups to enhance discussion and the at-
tendance of a Power Church expert would 
be most appreciated.

Prior to lunch being served, the par-
ish administrators gathered in groups or 
spoke with Synod Staff asking questions 
and exchanging ideas. Archbishop Skelton 
brought out the Metropolitical Cross that 
she had received at her Installation as Met-
ropolitan of the Ecclesiastical Province of 
BC and Yukon that had taken place just 
four days earlier at Sorrento Centre.

Unofficially Official Caterer for the dio-
cese of New Westminster, Bette Geddes and 
Associates served a delicious lunch that was 
enjoyed by parish administrators and staff. 
When asked about how the Conference 
had unfolded, key organizer, Rachel Taylor, 
Administrative Assistant with responsibility 
for the diocesan wide pre-authorized dona-
tion (PAD) program replied, “It was a huge 
success, but there is more to share. We will 
be doing this again next year, for sure.” W

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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100 Years of Dedicated Ministry in Kerrisdale
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale (SMK) Chancel Guild celebrated its 
centennial on Friday, September 14, 2018, with a luncheon 
in the parish hall. The hall was set-up with numerous round 
tables able to accommodate eight, a buffet table near the 
entrance for serving the celebratory cake, three easels, each 
holding a different tri-panel display board, and a table on 
the hall’s south side containing historic and current items 
relating to the ministry being celebrated that afternoon. A 
few minutes after 12 noon, Chancel Guild member Judith 
Parkes had completed the registration of the approximately 
100 guests; the room was filled with the sounds of a celebra-
tion, conversation and laughter. Volunteers began to bring 
the serving plates containing freshly baked quiche and crisp 
salad to the guests. While this activity continued, those still 
standing and chatting either found seats or returned to their 
places, and Chancel Guild member, Margie Walwyn was 
introduced by Chancel Guild president and MC for the 
luncheon, Deborah Spafford. Margie made her way to the 
microphone positioned in front of the south wall of the hall.

Margie was wearing a three quarter length gold smock, 
with loose, partially pleated sleeves, similar to what an artist 
or jeweler might wear. She began her brief pre-luncheon 
address explaining that in years past every Chancel Guild 
member would wear a smock like this one, specifically to 
protect their clothing from metal cleaning products. With 
that said she was quite happy to remove the protective gar-
ment, as it was a bit warm in the parish hall. Margie invited 
everyone present to feel free to inspect the display boards 
that she had curated and to take a look at the decades old 
ledgers on display. She then pointed out two flipcharts on 
easels and requested that those present share their memories 
of the Chancel Guild in print on the sheets of newsprint. 
She outlined some of the Guild’s activities, including the 
cleaning of “Holy Hardware” and the preparation of the 
altar and chancel linens and liturgical cloths designating 
the seasons of the Church, but also included less known 
functions like, supplying a celebratory cake to serve fol-
lowing Confirmations and the distribution of candles to 
the newly Baptized. 

The Rev. Christine Rowe, Associate Priest for Pastoral 
Care was the first to share her memory. Rev. Rowe’s mother 
was baptized at St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale in 1919, and on this 
day of all days the 100th Anniversary it was particularly 
meaningful for her to know that the Chancel Guild (at 
that time called the Sanctuary Guild) prepared the church 
for that liturgy.

Following the main course, Chancel Guild member 
and warden of the parish, Keith Bunnell introduced the 
rector, the Rev. Lindsay Hills who shared some thoughts 
about Chancel Guilds. Although raised in the Church, Rev. 
Hills did not have much experience with that ministry until 
her first parish placement (internship). She was impressed 
by the Guild member’s “dedication and humility.” As she 
progressed along her ordained ministry path the Chancel 
Guild’s influence grew and she admitted, “Everything I 
learned about being a priest, I learned from the Chancel 
Guild.” She continued to say how much she appreciated the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

LEFT The Cake. RIGHT Margie Walwyn in the “heritage” gold smock of the Chancel Guild member. PHOTOS Randy Murray

One of three, 3-panel display boards located around the hall. PHOTO Randy Murray

View of the hall during the lunch. PHOTO Randy Murray

LEFT Ledger Page from 1958. MIDDLE Keith Bunnell introduces the rector. RIGHT The rector, the Rev. Lindsay Hills shared some thoughts about Chancel Guilds. PHOTOS Randy Murray
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privilege of joining the SMK Chancel Guild community 
on its 100th anniversary. She asked that everyone present 
continue their support of the Guild and briefly outlined 
some plans for the future that might include a “Chancel 
Day” and a parish wide “Clean-Up Day.” 

Dessert followed the rector’s address. Chancel Guild 
member and one of the principal organizers of the event, 

Holy Trinity Vancouver’s Bouncy Castle Organ Extravaganza
KARL PRZYWALA
Rector, Holy Trinity, Vancouver

Holy Trinity, Vancouver (HTV) was bustling with life on 
August 25 at its Bouncy Castle Organ Extravaganza. Even 
if a bouncy castle wasn’t enticing enough, people came 
in to see how it might be connected to a pipe organ. In 
the weeks leading up, articles hit the pages of Vancouver’s 
newspapers: the city was abuzz with anticipation for a truly 
unique experience!

Dr. Michael Park joined Holy Trinity as Music Director 
in 2016, and was surprised to find hundreds of spare organ 
pipes that had been collected over the years. Through his 
involvement with Redshift Music Society, a non-profit 
dedicated to public music innovation, Michael saw an 
opportunity to do something new and exciting as part of 
Holy Trinity’s outreach to the community.

When longtime Holy Trinity member David Quinton, 
ODNW told Michael that “anything that moves air can 
be used to power a pipe organ,” he didn’t imagine that he 
would eventually be connecting a collection of organ pipes 
to a 10-foot wide inflatable castle.

The Extravaganza was no “one-trick pony.” Upon arrival, 
guests were introduced to Inflation Station. Balloons, air 
pumps, and even an inflatable flamingo were among the 
many air sources visitors used to power individual pipes. 
Young and old alike were delighted by the rich variety of 
sounds produced by the collection of wooden and metal 
pipes. At Mattress Land, larger pipes were powered by guests 
bouncing (or napping) on air mattresses.

The Bouncy Castle Organ was an irresistible draw for 
younger guests. Through a series of hoses and boxes con-
nected by duct tape, excess air from the castle was routed 
to an organ chest with space for 12 pipes. Each pipe could 
be played, silenced, or exchanged with nearly 100 other 
pipes. There was an inspiring display of creativity as would-
be organists experimented. Some tried to play as many 
notes, and as quickly as they could. Others delighted in 
the simplicity of a single note on a single pipe.

Children never tired of the bouncing, the noisemaking, 
or the delightful balloon creations of Vancouver entertainer 
Mr. Bubbles. Parents enjoyed an opportunity to connect 
with neighbours and other families. Volunteers from Holy 
Trinity were at every station, helping people learn about 
how air powers pipes, and keeping the energy up with 
popcorn and cotton candy. HTV members and the rector 
led tours of the church premises.

The tours concluded with Royal Canadian College of 
Organists members demonstrating the heritage 1912 Casa-
vant Pipe Organ. HTV member, Jeryl Taylor; St. Mary’s, 
Kerrisdale’s organist, Susan Ohannesian; former HTV and 
current St. John’s, Shaughnessy organist, Michael Dirk, 
and Michael Park, performed pieces, answered questions, 
and gave guests a hands-on experience with the “king of 
instruments.”

Organ pipe sample pile. PHOTO Courtesy of Michael Park

The event was a tremendous success. In just four hours, 
more than 300 people visited Holy Trinity, and $1,200 was 
raised for the Church’s organ restoration fund. The Bouncy 

Bouncy Castle Organ. PHOTO Courtesy of Michael Park

Mr. Bubbles. PHOTO Courtesy of Michael Park

Castle Organ Extravaganza was an uplifting Saturday ac-
tivity: the Church was able to provide a truly unique and 
valuable cultural experience for the community. W

100 Years of Dedicated Ministry in Kerrisdale
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Johanna Finlay, ODNW skillfully wielded the cake knife 
and began carving the three layer sheet cake into slices as 
folks lined up at the buffet tables. As the group enjoyed cake 
and various other sweet treats MC, Deborah introduced 
other members of the Chancel Guild 100th Anniversary 
organizing team. Judith reported on the correspondence 
that had been received, sent by Guild members who were 

unable to attend. This was followed by some current busi-
ness as Mary-Jean encouraged folks to contribute harvest 
flowers while a list for volunteers was circulated. Even dur-
ing the Centennial celebrations the work of the Chancel 
Guild continued. Deborah concluded the festivities by 
once again thanking Johanna and Margie for all their work 
organizing the luncheon. W

LEFT One of the principal organizers of the event, Johanna Finlay, ODNW wields the cake knife. RIGHT Folks enjoying lunch and cake. PHOTOS Randy Murray
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ERIC STROO
Deacon, St. Michael’s, Vancouver

Sorrento Centre on the shore of Shuswap Lake was the 
scene for the 2018 Synod of the Ecclesiastical Province of 
BC and Yukon. Officers, delegates, and guests — some 60 
souls — met on a few brisk days in mid-September (13 – 16) 
to conduct the business of the province. Here follows a 
reporter’s notebook from that meeting, your play list for 
the main events.

Come Together
Thursday, September 13: In another week or two, a mil-
lion sockeye salmon will throng to this region, fatefully 
programmed to spawn and die. Hoping to stay ahead of 
that feverish mob, the delegates from the Province of BC 
and the Yukon will gather tomorrow evening to commence 
their triennial Synod, masterminding the proliferation of 
Mother Church in what this reporter confidently expects 
to be a more decorous but equally productive engagement 
of vital energies. And less fatal.

After four hours of driving and a foray into fast food, 
we pull into the parking area at Sorrento Centre. We walk 
the grounds of a near perfect autumn afternoon, apples in 
the orchard trees and scattered on the grass. The business 
of Synod includes the induction of the new Archbishop 
(my travelling companion), the election of officers and 
Provincial Council members, and the consideration of 
resolutions — one to commit the province to a Safe Church 
initiative, and a second to reconfigure the British Colum-
bia/Yukon Anglican Youth Movement (BCYAYM). We’re 
expecting some fine presentations, some possibly orderly 
discourse on changes to the marriage canons (second read-
ing coming to General Synod 2019), and a guest appear-
ance by the Primate, the Most Rev. Fred Hiltz. Much is in 
readiness, but tonight is a work night.

Love Will Keep Us Together
Friday, September 14: After a day of consultation for the 
Provincial House of Bishops (diocesan bishops), the Pro-
vincial Synod convened this evening with worship in the 
Caritas Room, the multipurpose setting for the business of 
Synod. Primate Fred Hiltz presided for this opening Eucha-
rist, Archbishop Melissa Skelton preached, and the newly 
hired executive director of Sorrento Centre, the Rev. Mi-
chael Shapcott, served as deacon. The sermon was devoted 
to Jesus’ revealing God’s way of acting, expressed in his 
encounter with Nicodemus in John 3: 15 – 17. Central to 
this passage, of course, is the declaration that “God so loved 
the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.” 

The selfless quality of God’s love, revealed in Jesus, is the 
foundation of his ministry, affirmed the Archbishop — the 
foundation on which we stand as Christians, and the foun-
dation on which we stand in all our diversity as a Church 
and as a province. “This and no other,” she said, “is the 
love that claims us. This and no other is the kind of love 
we are asked to offer to one another.”

Contained within the worship was the rite of induction 
of Melissa M. Skelton as Metropolitan of the Province with 
the title Archbishop. The rite was conducted with the dioc-
esan bishops present — from the dioceses of British Colum-
bia, Caledonia, and Yukon, the Territory of the People — as 
well as the Rev. Brian Krushel representing Bishop Mohr 
and the BC Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Canada (ELCiC). The diocese of Kootenay was not 
represented by a bishop, the Rt. Rev. John Privett having 
retired earlier this year. 

When the cheering subsided (richly deserved, opines 
this reporter), Archbishop Skelton addressed Synod, ex-
tending the theme of her sermon. God acts, she declared, 
through a love that is costly, fearless and humble. And we 
are challenged to take up that call to action in the same 
spirit. If we can in fact meet that challenge to “abide in our 
unity in the midst of our diversity, in our life as a Province, 
maybe, just maybe, we can be a witness to God’s unity 
within diversity to the broader Anglican Church of Canada 
which, in turn, can be a witness to a broader culture that 
is easily polarized and routinely fragmented on account of 
differences.” Put me down for that.

Her current priorities for provincial action? The Arch-
bishop identified three: 

 1. Collaboration • Decisive action and follow through to  
  bring to fruition the initiatives begun under her worthy  
  predecessor (especially those before this assembly — Safe  
  Church and the BCYAYM memorandum)

LEFT The Provincial House of Bishops and the Installation of the Metropolitan. Senior Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Larry Roberts of Yukon to the left of Archbishop Skelton. PHOTO Melanie Delva MIDDLE The members of the Provincial House of Bishops and the clergy representative of the BC Synod of the ELCiC prior to the Eucharist PHOTO Eric Stroo. RIGHT The Primate says “Lift up your hearts” PHOTO Kimberly Blair

LEFT Sharon Taylor, lay Provincial Synod member from the diocese of New Westminster. MIDDLE Archbishop Skelton preaching. PHOTOS Kimberly Blair RIGHT The Primate, the Most Rev. Fred Hiltz. PHOTO Eric Stroo

Sorrento Centre. PHOTO Eric Stroo
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 2. Relationship building • Supplementing and extending  
  the communication (virtual and in person) to “deepen our  
  knowledge, experience and connection to one another.”

 3. Effecting transitions well • As a number of bishops will be  
  retiring over the next few years, we have an opportunity to  
  contribute at every stage to transitions that enhance the  
  confidence and unity of each diocese and of the Province.

Can’t You Hear My Heartbeat?
Saturday, September 15: The Most Rev. Fred Hiltz led 
a segment of the meeting devoted to taking the pulse of 
attendees, specifically on their experiences of the church. 
This survey is being done across the body of the faithful in 
similar formats, touching on a range of questions: 

Where are you finding joy? What causes aching? When 
are you hopeful?

The assembly broke into groups of three or four to com-
plete this work, and then regathered to briefly share some 
thoughtful responses. The exercise concluded as written 
results from each person were collected in a basket, placed 
on the altar for Sunday worship, and ultimately spirited 
away by His Grace for further perusal. All in all, some 
encouraging vital signs.

We Can Work It Out
And speaking of vitality: Melanie Delva, Animator for 
Reconciliation, Anglican Church of Canada and Bishop 
Logan McMenamie, diocese of BC. These two took the 
stage twice during the Synod, concluding Saturday evening 
with a showing of Bishop Logan’s short film documenting 
his Lenten pilgrimage from Alert Bay to Victoria. Careful 
that it not come across as a PR stunt, he largely avoided 
the press but did meet along the road with tribal leaders, 
asking permission to enter as he proceeded from territory 
to territory, listening, observing, praying, celebrating. Quite 
a journey, quite a film.

The film was inspiring, and no less so the presentation 
by Melanie. They don’t call her the Animator for nothing. 
It might be her superpower. With great focus and energetic 
pacing, she escorted us down the road that has been lead-
ing toward reconciliation; with care, she brought us to the 
current scene, where the Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission (TRC) Calls to Action are being carried forward 
in various programs and initiatives across the nation. This 
reporter came away with fresh sense of hopefulness that the 
Spirit is moving in these acts of reconciliation, such that a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

LEFT The Provincial House of Bishops and the Installation of the Metropolitan. Senior Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Larry Roberts of Yukon to the left of Archbishop Skelton. PHOTO Melanie Delva MIDDLE The members of the Provincial House of Bishops and the clergy representative of the BC Synod of the ELCiC prior to the Eucharist PHOTO Eric Stroo. RIGHT The Primate says “Lift up your hearts” PHOTO Kimberly Blair

LEFT Sharon Taylor, lay Provincial Synod member from the diocese of New Westminster. MIDDLE Archbishop Skelton preaching. PHOTOS Kimberly Blair RIGHT The Primate, the Most Rev. Fred Hiltz. PHOTO Eric Stroo

Melanie Delva and Bishop Logan McMenamie. PHOTO Eric Stroo Bishop David Lehmann, diocese of Caledonia. PHOTO Eric Stroo

TOP Bishop Barbara Andrews, the 
Territory of the People. BOTTOM Clara 
Plamondon the new Prolocutor.  
PHOTOS Eric Stroo

Secretary, Linda LaGroix. PHOTO Eric Stroo
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real shift is not only possible but happening.

Taking Care of Business
Among the needful pieces of business 
was the election of officers and Provincial 
Council members. This went very smoothly, 
with thanks to outgoing Prolocutor Randall 
Fairey and congratulations to his successor 
Clara Plamondon. And congratulations 
to Linda LaGroix who succeeds Clara as 
Secretary. Much appreciation to Treasurer 
Sheryl Hunt who is succeeded by Vera Mor-
gan. The inestimable Douglas MacAdams 
continues as Chancellor. “I am grateful and 
encouraged,” the Metropolitan was heard 
to say, “that we have such a strong team 
going forward.”

After some spirited questioning around 
issues of cost of the proposed program and 
conformity of policies across the Province, 
the Synod passed the resolution to proceed 
with a plan to adopt and fund the Safe 
Church resources that were proposed by 
the Task Force.

Another resolution proposed to and ad-
opted by the body was to ratify the Memo-
randum of Understanding (MOU) that 
would reconfigure BCYAYM to integrate 
it within the provincial structure, a move 
endorsed by current BCYAYM leadership 
as a means of sustaining its life for the next 
generation. 

Two resolutions proposed from the 
floor — both passed by Synod — were 
inspired by environmental stewardship 
concerns. One called for Synod to move 
away from employing single-use plastic 
items (straws, sacks, containers, and the 
like), with sensitivity to persons whose dis-
abilities or poverty make that reliance very 
hard to break. The second established an 
environmental concerns committee under 
the supervision of the Executive Commit-
tee, to study, raise awareness, and propose 
action around issues that involve the care 
and health of the natural environment.

A final resolution was passed to add 
to the Metropolitan Cross a design ele-
ment that acknowledges the existence and 
inclusion of the Territory of the People (in 
consultation with that entity).

Carry On
Sunday, September 16: The final half-day 
of Synod began with worship—a celebra-
tion of Eucharist at which the Archbishop 
presided and the Primate preached. Actu-
ally, for many the day began with breakfast, 
Make Your Own “Benny” (Wow), which was 
a hard act to follow. Still, carry on we must, 
and the liturgy did not disappoint. For that 
matter, none of the worship at Synod dis-
appointed: the liturgies were well planned 

and led, the singing and accompaniment 
spirited. 

This liturgy featured the blessing of 
a new ministry, that is, the ministry of 
the Rev. Michael Shapcott as Executive 
Director of Sorrento Centre. Michael’s 
vocational history includes research and 
advocacy work, especially around housing 
and homelessness. His research has focused 
on the problems of collaboration within 
multi-disciplinary teams, with the aim of 
linking academic work, public policy, and 
social justice. His experience did not pre-
pare him, however, for problems with the 
Sorrento Centre septic system, about which 
he was humble.

Michael carries on the fine work of past 
directors at Sorrento Centre, including 
Bishop Barbara Andrews and most recently 
the interim director, Melissa Green. Led by 
Michael and Melissa, the staff of Sorrento 
Centre provided most attentively for our 
needs as Synod participants. Many thanks. 
And did I mention Make Your Own Benny?

What Now, My Love?
Synod devoted two blocks of time to a 
discussion of the marriage canons. The 
first involved statements by the attending 
bishops that expressed the current positions 
in their home dioceses. These reflected a 
range of stances, as you might expect. And 
yet, a theme emerged, emphasizing mutual 
tolerance and a steady commitment to stay 
in communion, regardless of the outcome 
of the voting and maneuvering at the next 
General Synod beginning July 9, 2019, in 
Vancouver.

The Primate then responded to these 
presentations with comments of his own, 
appreciative of the consistent theme of 
unity expressed across the Province. He 
further reported on work that is quietly 
proceeding from many quarters that aims to 
reassure contending parties that inclusivity 
is a paramount value and one that can be 
canonically maintained.

In the second discussion, Synod mem-
bers had an opportunity to process the 
bishop’s statements and provide feedback. 
Among the responses, there was widely 
held gratitude for the tone of cohesiveness 
among dioceses, and for the efforts to arrive 
at a position that arises from a permissive 
approach rather than a restrictive one.

Long May You Run
We packed the car and headed out on the 
long and winding road that leads back to 
Vancouver. I think we were the last to leave 
the Centre, and it might have been tempt-
ing to stay in that now peaceful place, but 
we knew that the peace was soon to be shat-

tered by a swarm of quilters. Best get going. 
We could not, however, leave the area 

without checking out Scotch Creek. The 
salmon run, we had learned, was already 
happening there, a few kilometres around 
the lake. And it was true. Too true. In fact, 
the dead salmon were beginning to out-
number the ones still thrashing midstream. 

It was beautiful. It was grim. It was compel-
ling. It was time to get home. 

Before leaving the creekside, my com-
panion spotted some bright pink salmon 
eggs scattered in the shallow water among 
the rocks and gravel. “Can you tell which 
ones are fertilized?” she asked. Not yet. W

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Archbishop Skelton at Scotch Creek on the Adams River. PHOTO Eric Stroo

Salmon Eggs. PHOTO Eric Stroo

Treasurer, Vera Morgan. PHOTO Eric Stroo A lay member and a clergy member from the diocese of New Westminster, Caitlin Reilley Beck and the Rev. Marnie Peterson. PHOTO Eric Stroo

TOP Newly installed Sorrento Centre 
Director, the Rev. Michael Shapcott. 
BOTTOM Interim Sorrento Centre Director, 
Melissa Green. PHOTOS Eric Stroo
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Episcopal Visit to St. Mary’s, South Hill
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

Organizing the Procession of the Gifts at the conclusion of the Offertory.  
PHOTO Randy Murray

On Sunday, September 9, 2018, Pentecost 16, Archbishop 
Skelton made her scheduled episcopal visitation to the 
Parish of Bishop Hills’ Memorial Church of St. Mary the 
Virgin (AKA St. Mary’s, South Hill; SMSH). The legal 
name of the parish is in the top two or three in the diocese in 
terms of word count and the South Hill suffix refers to the 
East Vancouver neighbourhood where the parish is located. 
The shortened name is more informal and certainly much 
easier to use in conversation and in print. 

This was Archbishop Skelton’s first episcopal visitation 
following the summer hiatus and it certainly served to get 
the “back to church” season off to a great start.

A few short years ago, the future for SMSH was looking 
quite precarious. Diminished attendance and parish fatigue 
threatened to bring the ministry of this place to an end, but 
due to an ambitious plan to recognize the diversity of the 
area and intentionally invite those who might never attend 
a neighbourhood Anglican Church to join the community, 
the parish is now sustaining and maintaining its ministry 
and its property. Much credit goes to the rector, the Rev. 
Expedito Farinas and his spouse, Felly for this success, but 
it is not only the ordained leadership that has made a dif-
ference; it is the entire community, all on the same page, 
doing good work in the place where God has called them 
to be at this time. SMSH is now a multigenerational com-
munity with all age groups represented, not just present; 
they are active; active participants both in the liturgy and 
in the community life of the parish. 

This particular Sunday was a great illustration of that 
fact as 21 parishioners were presented as members and of-
ficers of Mothers’ Union (MU), an international organiza-
tion that promotes Christian care for families worldwide. 
There is a small but energetic national chapter of MU 
in Canada. Most branches are in the eastern part of the 
country, but they are all under the umbrella of a national 
executive, and there is a national conference every two years. 
MU’s mission is to share Christ’s love as they encourage, 
strengthen and support marriage and family life in its many 
forms through the organization’s ministries and program 
offerings. In every country, Mothers’ Union is committed 
to creating conditions in society that support stable family 
life and the protection of children. At a community level, 
individual MU branches are free to choose their own proj-
ects to improve conditions for families locally, nationally 
or internationally, and to find ways to help those in the 
community whose family life has met with adversity. At 
the parish level, MU branches contribute to the life of the 
church in many ways such as preparing parents to have their 
children baptized and hosting a reception after the service; 
assisting with Sunday School and nursery; sponsoring 
events/fundraisers that support MU projects and contribute 
to the life, mission and ministry of the community. 

The original plan for September 9 at SMSH was to 
formally enroll the 21 new members and directors and 
certify this new MU Branch established in the diocese of 
New Westminster. The Rev. Christine Rowe, an associate 
priest at St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale is the diocesan chaplain 
for MU, and she was present at the Eucharist both in her 
role as chaplain and also serving as Archbishop’s Chaplain. 
However, it was too soon to complete the process of en-
rollment and establishing the new branch, so the members 
and officers were presented to Rev. Rowe in the presence of 
Archbishop Skelton and the parish. The presentation took 

place following the Gospel, Mark 7: 24 – 37 proclaimed by 
the Deacon of the Word and Table for the Eucharist, the 
Rev. Kim Boechler. After those of the 21 present in church 
that morning were presented, Rev. Rowe led them in prayer. 

Archbishop Skelton’s address to the younger members of 
the parish and her sermon that followed the MU presenta-
tion were very much focused on the Gospel, the story of 
Jesus’ encounter with the Syro-Phoenician mother and his 
terse somewhat awkward honouring of her faith. Through-
out, Archbishop Skelton repeated her theme of the homily, 

“Life doesn’t come with a manual; it comes with a mother.”
She began her sermon saying:

“There are, of course, problems with this saying: Mothers are not 
the only important influencers in a child’s life — in many, many 
families Dads are as important and in some families more impor-
tant influencers than mothers are. And then there’s the fact that 
for some people, their mothers were not always the manual on 
life that we would wish. 

But today as we hear this particular reading from Mark’s Gospel and 
as we recognize a group of women here at St. Mary’s embracing 
the ideals and practices of the Mothers’ Union, today, let’s use this 
saying to see into something important for us all — the way that 
women, particularly mothers, can through their commitment, their 
persistence and their willingness to risk themselves inspire us to 
do the same when it comes to those most in need — the most 
vulnerable in society.”

Archbishop Skelton thoughtfully unpacked this Scriptural 
passage, providing historical and theological context. To-
ward the end of the sermon Archbishop Skelton went back 
to her theme:

“And so to return to this saying, in this story, both for the Gentile 
woman’s child, who would likely have been marginalized all her life 
with her illness and for Jesus, whose sense of his mission and the 
mercy of God was actually too narrow, life, a new and expanded 
life, didn’t come through a manual, that is, a kind of playbook of 
how things should be; it came through a living, breathing, loving, 
persistent mother.

And, of course, this is what the Mothers’ Union is all about, isn’t 
it? Women who together act out of the boundless mercy of God. 
Women who act with a dogged commitment to those in the 
world who cry out for care — orphans, refugees, families of all 
kinds — across the globe or in their own communities. Women 
who persist out of the belief that God persists even in the most 
desperate situations to inspire compassion in the midst of inhu-
mane conditions, to bring life out of death.

And, of course, doesn’t this all point at what we as Christians are all 
supposed to be about? Living in a way that claims the boundless 
mercy of God in all that we do?”

The enrollment at SMSH of the new members and officers 
of MU took place, Sunday, September 30 at the 10:30am 
Celebration of the Eucharist. The Rev. Christine Rowe was 
the preacher and Celia Dodds, ODNW past-president of 
Mother’s Union in Canada and a member of St. James’, 
Vancouver officiated at the enrollment and the distribution 
of membership cards and brooches. 

Coverage of the MU enrollment will be available on 
the diocesan website news pages and in the December is-
sue of Topic. W

LEFT Archbishop Skelton speaks to the younger members of the parish. RIGHT Cris shares the Old Testament reading from Proverbs. PHOTOS Randy Murray

The Procession. PHOTO Randy Murray

The Rev. Christine Rowe leads prayer. PHOTO Randy Murray

During the Peace. PHOTO Randy Murray
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A Bittersweet Farewell
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

In the 1939 film, The Wizard of Oz, the 
central character, Dorothy Gale (one of the 
great “pun” names in pop culture) played by 
Judy Garland, remarks, “People come and 
go so quickly around here.” And although 
it would be a false equivalency to compare 
the pace of transitions in the diocese of 
New Westminster to the Land of Oz, when 
one’s vocation involves a lot of time in the 
Synod Office one does become aware of the 
changes. The announcement by the Execu-
tive Archdeacon, the Ven. Douglas Fenton 
in late May 2018, that the Archdeacon 
of Westminster and Rector of All Saints’, 
Ladner, the then-Ven. Elizabeth Northcott 
had signified to the Archbishop that she 
would resign her archdeaconry and parish 
with September 23 her last Sunday… was 
quite a surprise. In his letter to the clergy 
of the diocese, Archdeacon Fenton wrote, 

“Elizabeth has been appointed rector of St. 
Mark, Qualicum Beach effective Monday, 
September 24. While we congratulate Eliza-
beth on her new ministry, we are already 
missing her here.”

Archdeacon Northcott’s new ministry 
position will happily (for her) end her regu-
lar commute to Vancouver Island where her 
partner Susan lives. They will no longer 
need to maintain two households, which of 
course will bring equilibrium and increased 
happiness to their life together. 

Those of us who work and/or volunteer 
at the diocesan level have so appreciated 
Elizabeth’s ministry and her presence 
amongst us. She has been a calming, caring, 
pastoral presence in the diocese, and for the 
past ten plus years she has been the Rector 
of All Saints’, Ladner and although we at 
the diocese (echoing Father Fenton’s words) 
will miss her, the community of All Saints’ 
will be the most affected by her departure. 
However, All Saints’, Ladner is a parish 
that has gone from strength to strength 
for well over 130 years and will continue 
on that path.

On Saturday, September 8, there was 
a farewell luncheon for Elizabeth and her 
partner Susan in the All Saint’s parish hall. 
Invitations went out weeks earlier inviting 
the parish and others to attend one of two 
sittings, 11:30am and 1pm. Grilled salmon 
was the feature dish and the 75 – 80 who 
attended the first sitting and the 100 who 
attended the second installment enjoyed 
the meal prepared and served by an enthu-
siastic group of intergenerational volunteers 
(the younger member of the parish who 
warmly welcomed me to the lunch was still 
in his soccer kit). 

Gifts were given, and words of thanks 
were shared, but it wasn’t a sad time. It 
was a time to give thanks for Elizabeth’s 
ministry and for her legacy of collaborative 
leadership. Many members of the parish 
attended the two sittings for lunch, as did 
a number of diocesan clergy and diocesan 
leaders. Elizabeth’s mother who lives in Ker-
risdale and is an active member of St. Mary’s, 
Kerrisdale was also present, attending the 
later sitting. 

Those of you who are familiar with the 
coverage of our diocese are likely aware 
that all installations (inductions) of new 
rectors, vicars are covered and shared with 
the diocese through the diocesan commu-
nications vehicles. 

There are certainly fewer farewells, 
which is a good thing. Occasionally, I am 
asked why I don’t have more quotes from 
parishioners sharing their opinions and 
expectations about the arrival of the new 
ordained leader of their shared ministry. 
The reason is that in most cases it’s too early 
to arrive at any conclusions, however, this is 
not the case when it comes to farewells so I 
will gladly share some comments, beginning 

The kitchen crew on a break. PHOTO Randy Murray

with excerpts from Archbishop Skelton’s 
pastoral letter to the parish of All Saints’ 
dated September 14:

“…Elizabeth is a gem. Her love of people (all 
people) is the cornerstone of all she does in the 
parish and in the archdeaconry. Everyone who 

Elizabeth chats with some folks. PHOTO Randy Murray

The Ven. Elizabeth Northcott and her mother, Phyllis. PHOTO Randy Murray

works with her is drawn to her approachable 
presence, her sense of humour, and her positive 
approach to even the most challenging issues. 
Elizabeth is not afraid to raise hard questions 
and to delve into difficult issues. Yet even in 
these areas, those with whom Elizabeth works 
consistently come away with the sense that she 

loves and respects them.

As archdeacon, Elizabeth has been a forthright 
and tireless partner with parishes and leaders 
(clergy and lay) among the churches in the 
archdeaconry. I have often been amazed at how 
Elizabeth has found the time to be present at 
All Saints’ and to be present to the many issues 
that have arisen at other churches. At times, I’ve 
wondered if she has mastered the art of being in 
two places at once. What I’ve come to understand 
is that her strong presence is a function both of 
her diligence and of the support given her at All 
Saints’ in her role as archdeacon.”

All Saints’ parishioner Sheryl Gaffey had 
this to say:

“…we have been so fortunate and we are grateful 
to have had her with us… she has brought us 
much love and guidance. We wish her ‘new’ and 
happy life on the island.”

All Saints’ parishioner and diocesan com-
munications consultant Cliff Caprani 
added these thoughts:

“…a really good priest for this parish, a consensus 
builder… folks are happy for her but sad to see 
her go.”

Her longtime colleague, the Rev. Stephen 
Rowe, Rector of the Anglican Parish of the 
Church of Epiphany, Surrey (Stephen and 
his spouse the Rev. Christine Rowe, Associ-
ate Priest at St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale were both 
at the 1pm sitting of the luncheon) com-
pleted his ministry as Archdeacon of Fraser 
in the summer of 2017, had this to say:

“I had the privilege to work with Elizabeth as a fel-
low archdeacon over a number of years. Elizabeth 
always brought wisdom and empathy to her role 
and cared deeply for her clergy and parishes. She 
is a courageous and faithful priest who has always 
put her heart and soul into her ministry in the 
parish as well as a diocesan leader.”

Rob Dickson, Director of Finance and Prop-
erty for the diocese of New Westminster 
shared these words about the farewell event:

“It was a pleasure to attend the salmon luncheon. 
It was a wonderful celebration and endorsement 
of  Elizabeth’s ministry. The attendance at two sit-
tings of the luncheon filling the parish hall was a 
visible sign of the parish’s feelings for Elizabeth. 
She will be very much missed in our diocese 
both by the Parish of All Saints’, Ladner and by 
many others throughout her archdeaconry and 
the diocese.”

All Saints’ parishioner, Nicky Stowell shared 
her thoughtful reflections about Elizabeth:

“…she is very warm, friendly, always ready to listen. 
Elizabeth has a kindly way of shedding light on a 
concept, helping people to see things in a new 
way… I don’t remember ever seeing her anxious 
or agitated… she never spoke down, there wasn’t 
a shred of condescension in her discussions or her 
overall approach… Elizabeth integrated some of 
the Fresh Expressions liturgical innovations like 
Messy Church into the life of All Saints’, Ladner.”

And last but not least, Elizabeth shared 
these words with diocesan communications 
in an email September 14:

“The time is ticking down and it’s getting more 
and more emotional all the time... yikes! But what 
a blast having a salmon BBQ — it was so fun and 
a real joy to celebrate ten great years of ministry 
together. They’re gonna be great with Liz Hamel 
in the “priest’s office” — God is good, all the time!”

Now it is time to bid farewell to Elizabeth, 
but the general consensus is that everyone is 
very happy for her, that she will establish her 
place with Susan in just the one, permanent 
location and who can dispute that? And, in 
the words of Dorothy Gale the character 
quoted in the first paragraph, “There’s no 
place like home.” W

“…we have been so fortunate  
and we are grateful to have had her with us…  
she has brought us much love and guidance.  

We wish her ‘new’ and happy life on the island.”
All Saints’ parishioner Sheryl Gaffey
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• September 2018 Synod Staff Meeting •

• Covenant in Ministry •
SUBMISSION Wilmer Toyoken

The Synod Staff of the diocese of New Westminster con-
vened for their first monthly staff meeting following the 
2018 summer hiatus on Wednesday, September 5 at 10am 
in the Trendell Lounge, the meeting area shared by the 
Synod Office and St. John’s, Shaughnessy. The Trendell is 
now particularly welcoming as new LED light fixtures were 
installed the previous week and the room is now bathed 
in bright, warm light allowing even the most myopic (and 
presbyopic) to see printed materials with ease.

Diocesan Comptroller, Shailene Caparas was the chair 
for the meeting and Shai did a great job guiding the staff 
through the agenda.

Items discussed included: the aforementioned new 
lighting; an increase in work hours for Indigenous Justice 
Ministry Coordinator, Jerry Adams; the preparation for the 

On Sunday, September 9, 2018, St. Michael’s, Vancouver 
(AKA St. Michael’s Multicultural) and the Mission to 
Seafarer’s solidified what has been an historic and now a 
growing partnership in mission and ministry with a signed 
ministry covenant.

The document signed by the parish officers and the 
ordained leadership of the parish for St. Michael’s and 
by the Senior Port Chaplain on behalf of the Mission to 
Seafarers is as follows:

Partners in Mission • Caring for Seafarers & their Families
Why?
Paul’s letter to the Philippians teaches us the importance 
as followers of Jesus of supporting one another with prayer, 
encouragement and giving.

After consultation and discernment the Mission to 
Seafarers (MtS) in the Port of Vancouver, BC and the St. 
Michael’s Multicultural Anglican Parish (SMM) in Van-
couver, BC have decided to partner in Mission in the care 
of seafarers and their families.

The purpose of this reciprocal and mutually beneficial 
partnership is to enable people at SMM to live out their 
multicultural Christian service as disciples of Jesus, and in 
so doing broaden and intensify the ability of the Mission 
to Seafarers to fulfil its mandate through an increase of 
volunteers.

For St. Michael’s, this is a return to a ministry that they 
supported at the turn of the millennium. It has now been 
institutionalized with this covenant.

What?
 • The MtS and SMM will jointly explore opportunities where  
  SMM individuals and groups can support seafarers. 

Rev. Stroo signs the covenant as Rev. Toyoken and People’s Warden James Baldo look 
on. PHOTO Submitted

Seafarers on ships bring us  
90% of all we have. 

How will you say  
THANK YOU?

Check out  
www.flyingangel.ca/donate 

for ideas on how

They face bad weather,  
isolation, loneliness, fatigue  

and long absence  
from family in doing so.

118th Synod (Special Synod on Canon 2 and 3) that will 
take place at the Synod Office and St. John’s, Shaughnessy 
on October 13; new programs for parish development 
being planned by Rev. Tellison Glover and Tasha Car-
rothers, the organization and implementation of a Parish 
Administrators Training Day, September 18; training of 
new anti-racism trainers; and the Provincial Synod which 
took place at Sorrento Centre, September 13 – 16, largely 
organized and designed by the Metropolitan, Archbishop 
Melissa Skelton.

This was also the first Synod Staff Meeting for the 
Rev. Jessica Schaap who began her ministry as Missioner 
for Christian Formation on August 1. Mother Jessica has 
already produced some excellent content for the diocesan 

website and other diocesan communications vehicles get-
ting the word out about Christian Formation, what it is 
and what’s available. She is also scheduling information 
meetings with deaneries and plans to roll out both pro-
prietary custom programs designed in house and existing 
Christian Formation programs available nationally and 
internationally recommended by the programming folks 
of the diocese of New Westminster.

One of the highlights of Staff Meeting is the birth-
day celebration, and for September the birthdays of the 
Rev. Tellison Glover, Director for Mission and Ministry 
Development and Marché Riley, Anglican Archivist were 
celebrated with the now traditional chocolate ice cream 
cake, cards and of course the birthday song. W

LEFT Mother Jessica at her first Synod Staff Meeting and Amy Thorogood, Building and Grounds Caretaker. MIDDLE The birthday folks,  Marché and Tellison. RIGHT September’s Chair, Shailene. PHOTOS Randy Murray

 • The MtS will orientate, train and equip volunteers. 
 • The MtS will work to grow awareness of the seafarer amongst  
  the people of St. Michael’s and through them to others. 
 • SMM will support MtS events (Cycling for Seafarers in August,  
  Christmas at Sea, and if possible host an annual fundraiser for  
  the Mission). 
 • SMM will pray for the Mission, the seafarers and their families. 
 • SMM will host an annual Sea Sunday service at St. Michael’s. 
 • Representatives from MtS and SMM will meet to plan as  
  needed and to annually review the partnership. 

The covenant was signed by churchwardens: James Baldo, 
ODNW and Moses Kajoba, ODNW; the ordained leaders 
of the parish, rector, the Rev. Wilmer Toyoken and deacon, 
the Rev. Eric Stroo and on behalf of Mission to Seafarers, 
Senior Port Chaplain, the Rev. Peter Smyth. W

Rev. Wilmer Toyoken signs the covenant. Left to right: Rev. Peter Smyth, James 
Baldo, Rev. Eric Stroo, and Moses Kajoba. PHOTO Submitted
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• Urban Aboriginal Ministry Winterfeast for 2018 •
SUBMISSION Vivian Seegers & Pamela Martin, ODNW

There is a chill in the air. The nights are 
getting longer, and the days are grey with 
the autumn rains. It is the season to gather 
in the warmth and light of community, 
to drum and tell stories and feast on the 
harvest of summer and a successful autumn 
hunt. It is time for the Urban Aboriginal 
Ministry’s (UAM) Winterfest at St. Mary 
Magdalene’s on Friday, November 23.

At this fundraising event for the UAM 
everyone, Indigenous and settler alike, share 
in a feast that features traditional food such 
as moose stew and bannock. A silent auc-
tion offers something for everyone, from 

cozy woolen Cowichan hand knitting to 
beautiful, hand carved silver bracelets.

The Winterfeast will be held at St. Mary 
Magdalene’s in Vancouver (2950 Laurel 
Street at West 14th Avenue, near Vancouver 
General Hospital) from 6pm to 9pm. Tick-
ets are $20 and are available from the Rev. 
Vivian Seegers by email at vivianseegers@
hotmail.com or phone at 604.816.3348.

Thanks to Sean from the St. Mary 
Magdalene Parish Office for submitting 
these four photos from 2017’s UAM Win-
terfeast. W

PHOTO AlexLMX

• Welcome to the World, Brayden •
SUBMISSION Miranda Sutherland

The Rev. Miranda Sutherland, assistant 
curate at St. John, Sardis would like to 
share her joy with the diocesan family (and 
beyond) on the occasion of the birth of 
her first grandchild, Brayden Andre, born 
August 24, 2018,

PHOTO Submitted

The following news was received on Monday, September 24 
from Mr. Victor Ananyo in the diocesan office in Bontoc, 
Philippines in response to assurances from the diocese of 
New Westminster of prayerful support for our Companions, 
the Episcopal Diocese of Northern Philippines (EDNP) in 
the wake of Typhoon Mangkhut:

“Thank you very much for your prayers for us in the wake of the 
typhoon. The wind and rain lasted less than 24 hours last Septem-
ber 15 but it left so much damage especially in Episcopal Diocese 
of Northern Luzon (EDNL), Episcopal Diocese of Santiago (EDS) 
and Episcopal Diocese of Northern Philippines (EDNP). Much of 
the damage in Mountain Province are on the roads and bridges. 
Mercifully, houses and buildings suffered minor damages, except 
for two houses, which were buried by a big landslide along the 
Sagada road. The roads to Baguio and Tabuk City are still closed. 
We just got our Internet signal today but it’s still unstable. I better 
send this email NOW!”

As of this issue of Topic going into final layout in early Oc-
tober, we have not heard any updates, however, Executive 
Archdeacon, the Ven. Douglas Fenton urges parishes to 
stay in contact as much as possible with their companion 
parishes in EDNP and reminds everyone that Facebook is 
the best way to stay in touch. W

• September Typhoon •

• Café Church for 2018 – 2019 at St. John’s, North Vancouver •
SUBMISSION Patrick Blaney

All are invited to Cafe Church on the first 
Saturday of every month at 3pm in the St. 
John’s lounge. They’ll have tea, coffee and 
goodies, and a special Guest Speaker who 
will introduce us to their unique, engaging 

topic. There will be interactive conversation, 
music, and a time for prayer and reflection. 
All are welcome. Please drop in. St. John the 
Evangelist is located at 220 West 8th Street 
in North Vancouver. 

   December 1 • Jim Wright 
   Performance, Art in Society

   January 5 • Donna Lawrence 
   Long, Long Night of Hope

   February 2 • Melanie Delva 
   What is Reconciliation?

   March 2 • Lesley Midzain 
   Estate Planning, What to Consider?

   April 6 • Sr. Jeannie Lynne Fontaine 
   God’s Call to Help Others

   May 4 • Margit Nance 
   The Spirituality of Paragliding

   June 1 • The Rev. Juanita Clark 
   In the Life of a Deacon W

Deadline for Topic Submissions
November 23 for the January 2019 issue

Deadline for Topic Submissions
December 21 for the February 2019 issue.

Please email Randy Murray at rmurray@vancouver.anglican.ca.  
All contributions are appreciated • Editor
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Deadline for Topic Submissions

All are encouraged to  
submit letters, articles, reports on parish activities,  

opinion pieces, photos,  
and more for consideration as content for Topic.

Please email Randy Murray at rmurray@vancouver.anglican.ca.  
All contributions are appreciated • Editor

November 23 for the January 2019 issue 
& December 21 for the February 2019 issue

• Anglican Journal Appeal • Reminder •

• Clergy News Around the Diocese •

• 118th Synod of the Diocese of New Westminster •

Approximately nine weeks have passed 
since the arrival of the September issues of 
The Anglican Journal and Topic, and this is 
just a reminder that those two publications 
arrived with an insert; they contained an 
envelope outlining the details about, and 
the case for, the 2018 Anglican Journal 
Appeal. The letter included in the package 
from former Anglican Journal Editor Tess 
Sison is well worth reading and contains 
some illuminating information.

Topic Editor, Randy Murray wrote 
the following in his note to Topic readers 
contained in the Anglican Journal Appeal 
package:

“I would like to send each and every one of you my 
sincere thanks for your generous support of the 
Anglican Journal in 2017 (and for the many years 
prior). The funds raised provide Topic with the 
ability to continue its coverage of the extensive 

As of this writing in early October, the 
118th Synod held at the Synod Offices and 
St. John’s, Shaughnessy, October 13 is still 
in the preparation stage. This was a “Special 
Synod,” not part of the bi-annual Synod 
schedule. There was only one item on the 
agenda and that was the changes proposed 
to Canon 2 (Vacancy in the Office of Di-
ocesan Bishop) and Canon 3 (Coadjutor or 

Archbishop Skelton appointed Dr. Richard 
Leggett as Archdeacon of Westminster 
effective October 1, 2018. Richard suc-
ceeds the Rev. Elizabeth Northcott who 
is the new Rector of St. Mark, Qualicum 
Beach — across the Salish Sea. 

The Rev. Sharon Salomons has been ap-
pointed as the interim priest-in-charge of St. 
Augustine, Marpole effective October 16. 
Sharon succeeds the Rev. Andrew Halladay 
who is now the Vicar of St. Andrew, Langley.

On October 9, the Rev. Greg Jenkins re-
cently of the diocese of Huron was inducted 

• A “Thank-You” and an Invitation from the Anglican Church Women •
SUBMISSION Gail Revitt

The Anglican Church Women (ACW) of 
the diocese thank all parishes who ordered 
the 2019 Anglican Church of Canada 
Calendar through the diocesan ACW. The 
proceeds from the sale will enable us to 
help with the costs of shipping bales to the 
diocese of Yukon.

ACW has been shipping bales of used 
clothing to the parishes of the diocese of 
Yukon since the 1950s and we are grateful 
for the help from this diocese in filling those 
bales. The bales are approximately 3' × 2' 
× 1' and are prepared in the ACW Place 
warehouse in Burnaby. We send about 30 
bales, three times a year, where they are 
received at the cathedral in Whitehorse 
and then distributed to the nine parishes 
that we assist. We also assist an Indigenous 

organization in the Cariboo. If you would 
like to visit ACW Place to see the work of 
making bales, we would love to have you 
drop in any Monday morning from 9am 
until 12 noon (7012 Merritt Avenue in 
Burnaby).

Also, the ACW Open House and 
Christmas Tea will take place, Tuesday, 
December 4 from 11am – 2pm at ACW 
headquarters. We ask that you call and 
leave a message indicating your intent to 
attend or send an email, acw@vancouver.
anglican.ca.

There are a limited number of 2019 cal-
endars still available at ACW Place, so please 
call if you would like some, 604.876.3720 
and please call the same number to RSVP 
for the December 4 Christmas Tea. W

and growing mission and ministry of the diocese 
of New Westminster, maintaining the focus on 
our diocesan priorities and on our mission state-
ment, ‘Growing communities of faith in Jesus Christ 
to serve God’s mission the world.’”

If you haven’t opened the envelope yet, 
please consider doing so and making a gift 
or a pledge to the Anglican Journal Appeal 
for 2018. If the envelope is gone, no prob-
lem, there are opportunities to support the 
Anglican Journal and Topic.

 POST The Anglican Journal 
  Anglican Journal Appeal 
  80 Hayden Street 
  Toronto, Ontario M4Y 3G2
 PHONE toll free 1.866.924.9192
 ONLINE www.anglicanjournal.com  
  and click “donate”

Thank You! W

as rector of St. Alban the Martyr, Burnaby. 
St. Andrew, Langley was the venue for a 
Celebration of New Ministry on October 
10, when the Rev. Andrew Halladay was 
licensed as vicar. Full coverage of these 
Celebrations of New Ministry are available 
on the diocesan website news pages and will 
appear in an upcoming issue of Topic.

December 11 at 7pm is the date set 
for the Induction of the Rev. Vivian Lam 
as the next Rector of St. John the Apostle, 
Port Moody. Executive Archdeacon, the 
Ven. Douglas Fenton will be the preacher. W

Suffragan Bishop). Coverage of the results 
of the Special Synod will be available on 
the news pages of the diocesan website at 
www.vancouver.anglican.ca/news and in a 
future issue of Topic. 

The next scheduled Synod of the diocese 
of New Westminster; the 119th will con-
vene May 24 and 25, 2019, at the Italian 
Cultural Centre. W

The Rev. Sharon Salomons.The Ven. Dr. Richard Leggett.
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Buen Camino
JOHN STEPHENS
Archdeacon of Vancouver; Rector, St. John’s Shaughnessy

This past summer I took sabbatical time 
on an extended study leave to consider 
and experience pilgrimage. I walked many 
pilgrimage routes, visited pilgrimage sites 
and generally pondered the idea of pilgrim-
age and the role it can play in our spiritual 
and secular lives.

Pilgrimage often involves walking but 
sometimes it can be just as much about 
being in the moment, in the place, in the 
dimension of seeking, searching and know-
ing the presence of God in and amongst 
the journey of life. Pilgrimage has some 
intentionality to it, but it can lead us to 
experience the holy in ways we might not 
have predicted.

Let me muse a little bit about walk-
ing the Camino de Santiago in northern 
Spain. About a month ago, my wife and I 
were making our way along what is often 
simply known as the Camino. It is a walk 
or a pilgrimage or a journey that starts 
in France and makes its way to Santiago 
de Compostela ending at the Cathedral 
there. You may have heard of this walk, as 
hundreds, actually thousands of people do 
it each year. There have been books writ-
ten about it, a movie about it, there are 
YouTube videos and of course hundreds of 
websites. There is advice on everything to 
do with the Camino: where to stay, blister 
care, hiring people to carry your bags, useful 
phrases in Spanish and the best food along 
the way. Google it and you can find out 
anything you could possibly want to know. 
But walking the path is far different than 
reading about it.

So there we were in the summer of 2018 
planning to walk about 120 kilometres of 
the 780 kilometre prescribed route of the 

Lord, be with us to guide us,  
within us to strengthen us,  
without us to protect us, 

above us to raise us,  
beneath us to uphold us,  

before us to lead us,  
behind us, to guard us,  

ever about us,  
this day and evermore;  
this day and evermore.

Written by David Adam  
but based on St. Patrick’s breastplate

French Way. The day before we started, the 
temperature hit 49 degrees in Madrid and 
we wondered if we would melt along the 
path, as we took the train to Sarria in Spain, 
our starting point.

The first morning we were awoken by 
roosters ready to greet the new day, well 
before the sun even broke the horizon. 
We gathered at a hostel for breakfast and 
discovered people from all over the world 
just as keen to set out and begin the journey. 
When we stepped outside, it was a cool 
morning with fog all around us, blocking 
our perspective but not dampening our 
desire. The confused roosters continued to 
crow, urging us along, blessing us on our 
first few steps… or simply keen to show off 
their voices. In the early morning mist we 
could barely make out the yellow arrows 
that became our beacons marking the way. 
We could see other travellers with flashlights, 
smart phones and reflective gear ahead and 
behind us. We were on our way! But to what 
and for what? 

We met all sorts of people as we walked, 
from near and far. Some wanted to walk 
quietly, some wanted to talk, some wanted 
to play their music, some wanted to sing, 
the variety was wide and backgrounds 
varied. We had long conversations with 
some about their lives: challenges, worries, 
doubts, fears, griefs, sorrows, and celebra-
tions. We laughed, we tried to converse in 
Spanish, we found a new rhythm to life 
and to purpose. 

Everyone, it seemed, walked the 
Camino for different reasons but all were 
there to experience the journey. The greet-
ing offered to us by many, and words we 
echoed back was, “Buen Camino” Spanish 

for “Good Way”; a beautiful greeting when 
passing people, or being passed by others, 
or simply to acknowledge that this was 
more than a stroll in the woods. This was 
a pilgrimage or a search or a reflection on 
the path of life. 

But Buen Camino, it seems to me is a 
beautiful greeting for every day of our lives. 
Good way: seek the good way, find what is 
most important in life, seek the good, be 
the good, be transformed, help to transform 
others, love, be loved, risk love. It’s all there 
it seemed to me. It is so easy to get trapped 
in all sorts of pitfalls, snares and lurings in 
this world. So many things appear shiny, 
need attention and seek our desire. But 
suddenly when one is walking about 25 
kilometres a day, to a destination found in 
a church in Santiago de Compostela, all 
that seems to go to the wayside and purpose 
and calling seems clearer and more defined. 
God’s presence was near, real and present.

Another part of my sabbatical over this 
summer was to spend a week canoeing the 
Bowron Lake circuit; a circular chain of 
lakes set well away from urban life; another 
place and journey of pilgrimage not far 
from our doorstep. The beauty of the area 
and this pristine wilderness also gave ample 
opportunity to reflect upon many things 
including silence and wonder.

At one of the campsites along the way 
one of our canoeing companions asked 
what one piece of equipment we had 
brought with us was the most helpful. We 
each responded differently, for you come 
to rely on different things in the wilderness 
than you might in the city. Dried food, 
clean water, safe shelter, sturdy paddle, dry

Road sign directing people to The Walk.

Buen Camino greeting on a stone in chalk.

John on the El Camino. The Cathedral Spire bathed in sunlight.Sheep in a field.

Cattle on the road, folks in walking shorts.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19



NOVEMBER 2018 19

opinion

Buen Camino

From the flowing of the tide to its ebbing,  
from the waxing of life to its waning,  

of your peace provide us, of your life lead us, 
of your goodness give us, of your grace grant us, 

of your power protect us, of your life lift us, 
and in your arms accept us.  

From the ebbing of the tide to its flowing,  
from the waning of life to its waxing.

Found on a poster on the Holy Island of Lindisfarne

clothes are all extremely important. The 
basics of life become more central. 

Over the past three months As I’ve 
reflected more carefully on this question, 
I’ve wondered what each of us might deem 
most important on our own pilgrimage of 
life. I considered four things:

 • We need to love others: offer compassion,  
  show tenderness, show that we can be  
  trusted, care for our families and friends,  
  never treat others as “objects” but made in  
  God’s image. 

 • We need to accept the love of others: accept  
  kindness, enjoy the company of others, and  
  let them love us despite our flaws. 

 • We need to lead: we need to lead the kind  
  of lives that reflect our truest selves, do  

  not hide our souls but reveal them in our  
  actions, lead by example in how this world  
  should be. 

 • We need to be led: acknowledge our  
  reliance on God’s guidance and God’s  
  calling. We are made in the image of  
  God but we do not always reveal God’s  
  imagination for us. Let God lead us into  
  life and hope. 

The Camino, the Bowron Lakes, St. Cuth-
bert’s way leading to Lindisfarne, the island 
of Tinos in Greece, the Via Francigena in 
Italy, and others, were all places that I’d 
visited during a sabbatical time and all of 
which invited me to reflect a little more 
carefully about what it means to go on a 
pilgrimage and seek out the holy in the 

A beautiful vista on the El Camino.

Forest glade on the El Camino. Gorgeous twilight view of the Bowron Lakes.
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The Song & the Singers
HERBERT O’DRISCOLL
Retired Priest of the diocese of Calgary, Former Dean of the diocese of New Westminster & Rector of Christ Church Cathedral, Vancouver

One afternoon in early September 1993, 
I was walking with a group of pilgrims 
around the ruins of Capernaum, once the 
fishing village at the north end of the Lake 
of Galilee where Jesus lodged. It was not 
the first time I had been there, nor would it 
be the last, but because of an incident that 
took place that morning in the ruins and 
on the hillside above them, it would be the 
most memorable. 

A few years before our visit, a large 
modern sanctuary was built in the ruins of 
Capernaum. Many feel it sits uneasily and 
intrusively among the foundations of the 
village, but there it stands. On this particu-
lar morning a group of us walked slowly in 
the vicinity of this building, conscious of 
how it looms over the remains of the vil-
lage, even dominates. As I recall, it was a 
beautiful morning and there were a number 
of groups moving around the area, many of 
them listening to their guides informing 
them about the history of the village, its 
place in scripture and so on. 

Suddenly we became aware of voices 
lifted in beautiful melody. So striking and 
captivating was the sound, and so rich the 
harmony, that gradually all other voices 
became silent. Many of the groups began 
to look around for the source; some began 
to move towards it. 

By chance it came from a spot quite 
near us, and when the group came into 
view we could see that it was composed of 
about 15 men in United Nations uniforms. 
They were Fijians and were part of a police 
contingent enjoying a few days leave in 
the Holy Land. This we learned from our 
own guide who made enquiries after the 
singing was over. However, what was most 

Ruin of Synagogue at Capernaum. PHOTO B Gosiek 

interesting was the choice these men had 
made. Because, so their leader said, they 
did not feel entirely at home with the lan-
guages offered by guides, they had decided 
to express their praise and thanks by singing 
the tuneful gospel hymns of their tradition 
at the sites they’d visited. The skill and tone 
with which they sang was nothing short of 
mesmerizing. 

However, a most interesting incident 
took place just before noon that same 
morning. Our group was standing near the 
Church of the Beatitudes built on the crest 
of the hillside above the Lake. Once again 
there were various groups around with their 
guides, and once again we heard the Fijian 

voices breaking into song. Looking around, 
we saw that they had chosen the shelter of a 
large tree a considerable distance from the 
open church door. I mention this because 
of what happened next. 

They had sung no more than part of a 
hymn when a small elderly nun appeared 
from the church porch. She paused, looked 
around to see where the sound of singing 
was coming from, and then set out towards 
the group as quickly as she could walk. For 
some reason I recall how the headpiece of 
her robes billowed behind her in the slight 
breeze on the hilltop. Before she had even 
reached the group she began to wave her 
hand in brusque dismissal. 

There was not the slightest element of 
welcome or the slightest effort to engage 
them in anything approaching an under-
standing way, and most certainly there 
was no appreciation for the magnificence 
of their singing. Within the church it was 
time for the noon Mass, and nothing, not 
even a most genuine expression of deep 
faith could be allowed to impinge on that 
institutional observance. 

The wonderful singing ceased abruptly 
and the group moved from their location. 
The elderly sister stood some distance from 
them as if to make sure of their departure. 
No word of greeting was exchanged, nor 
was there any word of gratitude for their 
gift of praise offered so magnificently and 
so genuinely. 

As a priest of the Church I found 
myself cringing at the encounter. I have 
ever since recalled it as an example of 
the mistrust — even rejection — that the 
institutional church can sometimes show 
to genuine folk religion. However, what re-
mains for me, and always will, is the singing.

Looking back, I think I know someone 
who would have understood, someone 
who would not have silenced the song but 
might even have joined in its harmony. I 
don’t know his name. I know him only as 

“the Psalmist.” Many centuries have passed 
since he wrote, and perhaps even sang, his 
own newly written song. 

“Come, let us sing unto the Lord; let us shout 
for joy to the rock of our salvation. Let us come 
before his presence with thanksgiving, and raise 
a loud shout to him. For the Lord is a great God”

I think he would have welcomed both the 
singers and their song. W

mundane, the extraordinary in the ordinary, 
the presence of God in the walk that we take 
each day. To take time to reflect a little more 

carefully about what Jesus came to reveal to 
us: love and be loved, lead and be led. 
Bless you on your journey. W



NOVEMBER 2018

Anglican Canadian-Asian Ministry One-Day Youth Summer Camp
WILMER TOYOKEN

Rector, St. Michael’s Multicultural 

On Saturday, July 28, 2018, from 9am to 4pm, one day 
after the last week of summer school, 37 young people 
and a dozen lay and clergy adult leaders from St. Mary’s 
(Sapperton), St. Mary’s (South Hill), St. Matthias – St. Luke, 
and St. Michael’s (Multicultural) gathered at St. Matth-
ias – St. Luke for the one-day Summer Youth Camp of the 
Anglican Canadian-Asian Ministry (ACAM) churches. This 
is the third year in a row that ACAM young people have 
met together for this joint camp. The youth were joyful as 
they gathered, meeting old friends, making new friends, 
and many opportunities for spiritual learning and growth 
with their peers. Other successes of the camp included the 
sacrifices of adult volunteers who helped in countless ways 
during the event and in the preparation and aftercare of 
the venue. 

The theme of this year’s camp was God Saw That It Was 
Good – Is It Still Good? Youth were invited to reflect on God’s 
intention for our relationships to the earth and to other 
people — particularly Indigenous Peoples — and how we 
as humans help or hinder this intention. The day began 
with registration, the surrendering of cell phones (making 
for a more focused and sacred space), a light breakfast, 
and then morning worship. The music and worship for 
the day was led by young people from St. Michael’s. The 
main activities for the day were two interactive Bible stud-
ies in which young people were invited to either dramatize 
or draw, and then explain their understanding of God’s 
intention for creation. The morning Bible Study explored 
the creation story in Genesis 1 and our call to care for the 
earth. Afterward, there were some fun icebreakers, followed 
by a Faith Q&A when lay and clergy leaders in the room 
answered questions about religion, faith, and spirituality 
collected from the youth. A pizza lunch was followed by 
some spirited singing. 

The afternoon proceeded with learning about the West-
side Anglicans Neighbourhood Ministry; the youth then 
assembled care packages of toiletry and food items to be 
given to those in need through this ministry. 

The second Bible Study focused on caring for oth-
ers — especially in our relationships to Indigenous Peo-
ple — through an exploration of reconciliation as described 
in Matthew 5: 21 – 26. 

Toward the end of the day, it was an honour to welcome 
the diocesan Indigenous Justice Ministry Coordinator, 
Jerry Adams. After the group viewed the powerful video 
The Spirit Has No Colour, he shared his wisdom about 
the history of Indigenous People of Canada, and his own 
experiences with residential schools and as a member of the 
Nisga’a nation. He invited the youth to consider how pre-
cious one’s own history and culture is, and the importance 
of honouring and holding on to them. 

Closing worship brought together the day’s themes in 

End-of-day group photo. PHOTO Expedito Farinas

prayer and song and featured the gingko biloba tree from 
last year’s camp, to which written prayers from partici-
pants were tied. The tree will continue to travel around 

VIVIAN LAM
Rector, St. Matthias – St. Luke

the parishes and return to next year’s camp as a sign of 
the ongoing growth and connection of all in this ACAM 
camp community. W

Assembling care packages for the Westside Anglicans Neighbourhood Ministry. PHOTO Vivian Lam

LEFT The Reverends Marion Wong and Expedito Farinas (and Wilmer Toyoken hidden behind the tree) organizing the assembled care packages.  
RIGHT Learning about Nisga’a culture with Jerry Adams (Jerry on left). PHOTOS Vivian Lam


