
TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY
ACTS 7:55-60



Background to Acts of the Apostles

Date: 85 (+/- 5-10 years)

Author: Greek-speaker; physician; not an eyewitness to Jesus;

possible convert to Judaism then to Christianity

Source: Mark; Q

Readers: Greece and/or Syria

Theme: Arguments for Jesus’ way of being which trajects away

from traditional orthodox Jewish life; inclusion of Gentiles



Background to the Story of Stephen

➢ Hellenist

➢ Convert to Christianity

➢ 6:3 First of seven early deacons

➢ 6:8 “Full of grace and power”

➢ 7:55-56 Glowing face 

➢ 7:59 First martyr



Primary Themes Leading up to 7:55-60

Failure of Leadership to listen deeply to God

Temple leaders lost focus on God

Rejection of those anointed by God



Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the

glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. "Look,"

he said, "I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at

the right hand of God!" But they covered their ears, and with a

loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him

out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their

coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were

stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." Then he

knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin

against them." When he had said this, he died.



Scripture Cross-Referencing A 
quiz

Verse 56 - "Look," he said, "I see the
heavens opened and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God!" What
might this line refer to?



Verse 56 - "Look," he said, "I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God!" What might this line refer to?

A) View of heaven
B) Transfiguration of Jesus
C) 2 Kings 2:11-12
“Then it happened, as [Elijah and Elisha] continued on and talked, that 
suddenly a chariot of fire appeared with horses of fire, and separated the 
two of them; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha sa
it, and he cried out, “My father, my father, the chariot of Israel and its 
horsemen!” So he saw him no more”.
D) All of the above



Scripture Cross-Referencing A 
quiz

Verse 59 - While they were stoning
Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit." What most likely might this line be
quoting?



While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."
What most likely might this line be quoting?

A) Book of Alternative Sevices, page 586
“Receive him/her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of 
everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light.”
B) Luke 23:46
“Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into your hands I commit 
my spirit!’”
C) John 20:22
“And when [Jesus] had said this, he breathed on them, and said to them, ‘Receive 
the Holy Spirit.’”
D) This is Stephen’s own original thought. He’s not referring to anything but 
himself.



Scripture Cross-Referencing A 
quiz

Verse 60 - “Then [Stephen] knelt down and
cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold
this sin against them.’ When he had said
this, he died.” What is Stephen most likely
quoting?



“Then [Stephen] knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not
hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this, he died.” What is
Stephen most likely quoting?

A) Luke 23:33-34
“When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there... Jesus 
said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.’”
B) Matthew 22:29
“Jesus replied, ‘You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the 
power of God.’”
C) Stephen didn’t actually say this.
D) All of the above.



Why was Stephen killed?

A) He blasphemed
B) He challenged the Sanhedrin
C) He wanted to be an apostle
D) He wasn’t actually killed



A) They were enraged and fell victim to their own unbridled anger
B) Crucifying him would make him look too much like Jesus
C) The Sanhedrin is not allowed to kill people on the Sabbath
D) He wasn’t actually killed

Why did they 
choose to stone 
him rather than 
some other means 
of execution?



A) Paul
B) The 12 Apostles
C) Luke
D) Saul

Who witnessed the 
death of Stephen?



What are the merits & pitfalls of 
martyrdom

Discuss

How does the story of Stephen 
impact your life today?



THANK YOU!
See you next week!


