
 
 

SEA SUNDAY  2021 
 
Sea Sunday can take place any Sunday but  the Mission to Seafarers, Canada is 
encouraging  churches to hold it on the Sunday nearest to the ‘International Day 
of the Seafarers’ which is June 25th and in 2021 that is a Friday and the nearest 
Sunday is June 27th. 

It a time to give thanks for the ‘essential’ role seafarers play often unrecognized 
by us, in the face of hardships esp. during Covid such as extended time away from 
their families and no shore leave. 

The following are ‘suggestions’ that you can include all or part of in your Sunday 
worship. 

If you would like further information, have questions please contact the Rev’d 
Peter Smyth Senior Port Chaplain, the Mission to Seafarers, Vancouver,BC.Email: 
vanchaplain.missiontoseafarers@gmail.com or 604 992 9867 (WhatsApp 
included). The website is www.flyingangel.ca 

OPENING SENTENCE 
The sea is yours, O God, and you made it; the dry land also which your hands have 
fashioned. Psalm 95:5 
      
 
 
PRAYERS of the PEOPLE (as individual prayers or intercessions) 
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FOR SEAFARERS 
Almighty God, we remember those whose lives are lived on your great oceans. 
For those who go down to the sea in ships, we give thanks; they enrich our lives at 
great personal cost. May they daily feel the strength of your protection, the 
warmth of your presence and the love of your relationship as they seek the hope 
of safe passage. We pray for seafarers who are stranded at sea and forced to 
survive using only the resources available around them. Comfort them in times of 
loneliness and need and remind them that, in you, they are never alone, 
particularly when they are struggling with poor weather conditions or 
sickness.AMEN 
 
FOR HARMONY ON BOARD 
Holy Spirit, may you join the crew of every ship that sails the oceans, bringing 
peace and harmony to them. May your presence counsel the downhearted, heal 
the sick and bind together seafarers of all nationalities, cultures and faiths so that 
they can live in harmony despite their differences.AMEN 
 
REMEMBERING SEAFARERS’ FAMILIES 
Loving Father, we pray for solace for families awaiting the return of seafarers; 
allow your grace and peace to dwell in their homes and their hearts until they are 
reunited with their loved ones. Banish fear and pain and uncertainty from their 
lives, that they may be blessed with hope for a safe return and joy at the reunion. 
We pray with hope for imprisoned (kidnapped) seafarers and their families that 
they would be released and returned swiftly. We also pray for seafarers and their 
families who are struggling with ill health. Father, please provide all that they 
need to recover and wisdom for any medical professionals who may be 
involved.AMEN 
 
FOR THE SHIPPING INDUSTRY 
God, we lift up the shipping industry to you; those who build, those who own, 
those who manage and those who operate ships to support the trade of the 
world. We thank you for every company that cares for those who go to sea on its 
ships. Lord we pray for the wellness of all who work at sea and ask that you bless 
them with safe working conditions, good food and just rewards for all their 
efforts. Let justice prevail so that those who are exploiting seafarers would cease 



to do so. Lord, please surround those who work for unjust employers with your 
love and protection when they are treated unfairly.AMEN 
 
THOSE ON WHOM SEAFARERS DEPEND 
We give thanks for those who protect and support those that work on the sea, 
providing rescue services and safe havens. We remember today the work of the 
Canadian Coastguard, Canadian Navy, and maritime trades unions such as the ITF 
(International Transport Federation). We rejoice that the work of these, and other 
organizations around the world, gives great comfort to those who are at times in 
danger, exhausted, injured, exploited, lonely and afraid. AMEN 
 
A PRAYER FOR THE MISSION TO SEAFARERS: 
Lord God, you show your love in providing for our needs through the service of 
seafarers. Bless the work of The Mission to Seafarers and kindred societies, who 
minister to seafarers and their families throughout 
the world. Raise up supporters and workers that this ministry may grow according 
to your will, and that seafarers be blessed through loving care and service, in the 
name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. AMEN. 
 
A CONCLUDING PRAYER: (Blessing) 
Lord God, be the canoe that holds us in the sea of life. Be the rudder that keeps us 
on the straight course. Be the outrigger that supports us in times of great testing. 
May your Spirit fill our sails to carry us through each day, and keep our bodies 
strong so that we may paddle steadfastly on in the voyage of life….AMEN. 
 
Psalm 107:23-31 
New Revised Standard Version 
 
23Some went down to the sea in ships, 
    doing business on the mighty waters; 
24 they saw the deeds of the Lord, 
    his wondrous works in the deep. 
25 For he commanded and raised the stormy wind, 
    which lifted up the waves of the sea. 
26 They mounted up to heaven, they went down to the depths; 
    their courage melted away in their calamity; 



27 they reeled and staggered like drunkards, 
    and were at their wits’ end. 
28 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 
    and he brought them out from their distress; 
29 he made the storm be still, 
    and the waves of the sea were hushed. 
30 Then they were glad because they had quiet, 
    and he brought them to their desired haven. 
31 Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love, 
    for his wonderful works to humankind. 
 
READINGS 
 
Job 38:1-11  The boundaries of the sea 
Acts 27:27-44                Paul shipwrecked on Malta 
Mark 4:35-41  Jesus, Lord of wind and wave 
 
 
MUSIC 
 
*Eternal Father, strong to save.   * I feel the winds of God today. * Lead Us 
Heavenly Father Lead us.* I the Lord of Sea and Sky 
 
Rev’d Peter Smyth  
Senior Port Chaplain 
The Mission to Seafarers 
May 6th 2021 
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