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In the concluding paragraph of his sermon preached dur-
ing the first 20 minutes of Synod at approximately 9am on 
May 15, 2021, Bishop John Stephens shared these words:

“As we continue to live in a pandemic and a world racked with 
racism… how do we respond and live out Jesus’ words to us 
today in the gospel reading: ‘for the least among all of you is 
the greatest?’ (Luke 9:48) Well these are difficult questions 
to answer quickly and simply but we do need to respond. To 
respond by seeing that God is calling us to new vision and new 
hope. To explore how faith and science might just need to seek 
reconciliation. To recognize that the Holy Spirit is inviting 
us into a future of new possibilities. May we invite that same 
Spirit to lead and guide us.”

In the previous paragraphs of the homily, Bishop John 
charted a path through his own faith journey as a biology 
student and a seminarian, and he illustrated the impor-
tance of the key components of the decisions that would 
be made that day contained in the first three Resolutions 
going before Synod in the next few hours, with a specific 
focus on the response to the Climate Emergency and the 
response to Resolution 8 from the 119th Synod in 2019.

The Synod on May 15 was in fact the second Synod 
to take place online with only the principals present on-
site. The first was the Electoral Synod (the 120th Synod) 
that took place at Christ Church Cathedral, with voting 
facilitated by Data On the Spot (DOTS) using Canada’s 
Simply Voting software and streamed via YouTube and Face-
book. As there was only one voting focus (the selection of 
the 10th Bishop of the diocese of New Westminster) that 
Synod did not include online meeting software. For the 
121st Synod, the biennial meeting of the diocese, meeting 
software was a necessity, so the platform was the Zoom 
Webinar. As in October 2020, DOTS were the contractors 
that handled the voting and Synod staffer, Administrative 
Assistant, Lauren Pinkney worked tirelessly ensuring that 
Synod Delegates were registered with DOTS and that 
DOTS had an accurate list of all ballots that would need 
to be created in order for all the voting to take place and 
the Synod outcomes met. 

With Synod taking place 14 months into the pandemic 
at what (as of this writing in mid-May) is hoped to be the 
tapering off of the third wave of covid-19 most of the folks 
in the diocese are pretty confident using Zoom. However, a 
multi-media, multi component meeting is still a daunting 
task and Synod organizers, staff and volunteers realized 
that professional support from diocesan A/V contractors 
Proshow would guarantee the best production outcomes. 

In order to “get on with it,” 'it' being the more im-
portant Synod information for this report, I won’t get 
too “into the weeds” on the complexities of planning an 
online meeting like the 121st Synod. Suffice to say, it was 
extremely involved and those of us tasked with the plan-
ning and implementation learned a great deal about what 
worked well and what we can do better and/or differently, 
which will inform future diocesan online meetings. Or 
more accurately, future meetings that may combine online 
and onsite components in a hybrid presentation.

Present from 8:30am to 1:40pm in the Conference 
Room at 1410 Nanton Avenue were: Bishop and Chair, 

the Rt. Rev. John Stephens; Chancellor, George Cadman, 
QC, ODNW; Executive Archdeacon and Archdeacon of 
Vancouver, Synod Executive Producer (to borrow a role 
from the movie and TV industry), the Ven. Douglas Fen-
ton; Clerical Secretary of Synod, the Rev. Justin Chen; Lay 
Secretary of Synod, Clare Urquhart (many thanks to Clare 
who stepped into the role with two weeks notice following 
the news that the elected lay secretary was unable to par-
ticipate); four A/V professionals from Proshow including 
site lead Darel Simpson; and myself as Synod Producer. 

Lauren Pinkney was situated at her desk in the reception 
area but in constant communication with the production 
team and the presenters through headsets and cell phone. 
Lauren’s role in Synod would take up an entire article, how-
ever, amongst her responsibilities was the identification of 
those who would be appearing at Synod either as part of 
the agenda or by their own request in order to speak; get-
ting them in line as it were. Lauren also answered questions 

from delegates who were having technical difficulties and 
she was in constant contact with the DOTS technicians in 
Toronto who were creating the ballots and tabulating the 
votes in as close to real time as possible. 

In order to limit attendance in the Conference Room 
to ten or fewer, the three sessional committee chairpersons, 
physically distanced, were located in the Trendell Lounge, 
the gathering space shared by the Synod Office and the Par-
ish of St. John’s, Shaughnessy located at the west end of the 
building. Chair of the Nominations Committee, Susanne 
Stockdill, ODNW was present in the Trendell Lounge and 
remained there until the elections were completed. The other 
two; Chair of the Resolutions Committee, Jennifer Dezell, 
ODNW who is also the Legal Assessor of the diocese and 
Vice-Chancellor, Kevin Smith, Returning Officer for the 
121st Synod were in the Trendell Lounge for the duration. 
The Vice-Chancellor received the completed voting data 

“Wonderful are your works that I know very well.” 
Psalm 139:14b

LEFT Ten minutes before Synod begins. In the foreground we see Anthony of Proshow Audio Visual who was responsible for the Zoom cast  
and liaising with staffer, Lauren Pinkney. RIGHT Bishop John preaching. ALL PHOTOS Randy Murray

LEFT A view from the east end of the Conference Room of Synod officers watching the Financial Presentation. RIGHT The Chancellor announces the “Quorum.” 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



2 SUMMER 2021

Growing communities of faith in Jesus Christ to serve God’s mission in the world.

Published eight times a year as a section of the  
Anglican Journal by the Bishop and Synod  
of the diocese of New Westminster. 

Editor Randy Murray 
 rmurray@vancouver.anglican.ca

Designer Jennifer Ewing, BDes

Issue This is the 5th issue in the  
 52nd year of publication

Deadline For Submissions  
July 23 for the September/October issue 

Subscriptions 
Please subscribe online at 
www.anglicanjournal.com/newsubscription/

Address changes in writing to  
Topic c/o Anglican Journal, 
80 Hayden Street, Toronto, Ontario M4Y 3G2 

Printed & Mailed By 
Webnews Printing Inc., North York, Ontario

Circulation  
1,760

The Anglican Church & The Anglican Communion 
A global community of 80 million Anglicans in  
64,000 congregations in 165 countries.

Website For the latest news and events go to 
 www.vancouver.anglican.ca

The Anglican Church of Canada 
A community of 640,000 members organized  
into four ecclesiastical provinces, including  
British Columbia and the Yukon.

The diocese of New Westminster 
The Anglican Church in the Lower Mainland,  
the Fraser Valley and on the Sunshine Coast of  
British Columbia, located on the ancestral lands  
of the Coast Salish First Nations, consisting of  
69 worshipping communities.

Thank you!

Contributors & Helpers for this issue  
Arvin Amayag, David W. T. Brattston, Heidi Brear,  
Lori Bush, Castenet Online News (Kelowna),  
Hilary Clark, Wayne Chose, Alecia Greenfield,  
Cameron Gutjahr, Marilyn Hames,  
Corri Kaweski, Rupert Lang, Floyd Lawlet,  
Gilli McLaren, Archbishop Lynne McNaughton,  
Clare Morgan, North Shore News, Theresa Odishaw,  
Herbert O’Driscoll, Stephen Rowe, Jessica Schaap,  
Derek Simpkins, Valerie Sproule, Barb Steele,  
Ken Vinal, Vliet, Dave Walker, and Paul Woehrle

The Bishop of New Westminster 
The Right Reverend John Stephens

Address Diocese of New Westminster  
1410 Nanton Avenue,  
Vancouver, BC V6H 2E2 
Phone 604.684.6306

from DOTS and was tasked with communicating the of-
ficial voting results. As the attendance in the Conference 
Room was never more than nine, Vice-Chancellor Smith 
was able to deliver reports from the lectern in the Confer-
ence Room.

ELECTIONS
Here are the Election Results (those without an ‘E’ beside 
their names were elected by acclamation):

Diocesan Treasurer
Robert Hardy, ODNW

Clerical Secretary of Synod
The Reverend Justin Cheng

Lay Secretary of Synod
Belinda Kishimoto

Archdeaconry Representatives  
to Diocesan Council (Clergy & Lay)

Burrard
The Reverend Philip Cochrane (Clergy)
Teofilo Bosaing (Lay)

Capilano
The Reverend Patrick Blaney (Clergy)
Rob Dickson (Lay – E)

Fraser
The Reverend Robin Ruder Celiz (Clergy)
Len Reimer (Lay)

Granville
The Reverend Alex Wilson (Clergy – E)
Willow Martin Seedhouse (Lay)

Lougheed
The Reverend David Taylor (Clergy – E)
Ann Turner (Lay)

Westminster
The Reverend James Duckett (Clergy)
Warren Ballard (Lay)

Youth Representatives  
to Diocesan Council (two to be elected)
Zachary Groves
Vacant

Dean & Archdeacons Representatives  
to Diocesan Council (Elected by email poll)
The Very Reverend Christopher A. Pappas
The Venerable Stephanie Shepard

Court of the Diocese 

Clergy Members of the Court of the Diocese 
The Reverend Lindsay Hills
The Reverend David Price
The Reverend Elizabeth Ruder Celiz

Lay Members of the Court of the Diocese
Phil Colvin (E)
Margaret Briscall (E)
Janet McIntosh (E)

The Bishop’s Advisory Committee on Appointments

Clergy Members
The Reverend Helen Dunn (E)
The Reverend Stephen Rowe (E)
The Reverend Ruth Monette (E)

Lay Members 
Brenda Coburn (E)
Charlotte French (E)
Hope Sealy (E)

Anglican Initiatives Fund

Clerical Administrator 
The Reverend Christine Rowe (E)
The Venerable Luisito Engnan (E)

Lay Administrator 
Jane Osler
Gerald Parrott

General Synod

Clergy
The Reverend Marnie Peterson (E)
The Reverend Laurel Dahill (E)
The Venerable Luisito Engnan (E)
The Reverend Philip Cochrane  
 (First Alternate Delegate – E)
The Reverend Miranda Sutherland  
 (Second Alternate Delegate – E)
The Reverend Robin Ruder Celiz  
 (Third Alternate Delegate – E)

Lay 
Lauren Pinkney
Jane Hope
Danilla Severin

Youth 
Clare Urquhart

Provincial Synod

Clergy 
The Reverend Andrew Halladay (E)
The Venerable Stephanie Shepard (E)

Lay 
Irene Pang
Jane Hope
Rob Dickson

Youth
Levi Saunders

As of this writing a few days following Synod there is not 
yet a plan in place to secure Alternate Lay Delegates to 
General Synod 2022. 

FINANCIAL REPORTS
At 10:45am the Report of the Audited Financial Statements 
and the 2021 Budget, 2022 and 2023 Vision Budgets were 
presented to Synod for reception and approval. Treasurer, 
Bob Hardy, ODNW requested that Members of Synod 
access their copies of the Financial Statements and for the 
next 30 minutes he highlighted important elements of 
those documents. Although there were a number of line 
items explained, the focus was primarily on the financial 
repercussions of the pandemic and diocesan aid to parishes. 
On March 25, 2020, Diocesan Council passed a financial 
relief to parishes resolution, the basic details of the financial 
assistance package were the following:

 • The waiver of assessment payments for five months, from  
  April 1 to August 31, 2020, for all parishes.

 • Diocesan payment of the salaries of all stipendiary clergy  
  through the end of May 2020 with the exception of those  
  parishes in our diocese that have $750,000 or more in the  
  Diocesan Consolidated Trust Fund or in other investment  
  funds.

 • The ability of parishes to draw up to 20% of their capital  
  in the Diocesan Consolidated Trust Fund to use for parish  
  operational expenses.

And, as we are all very much aware, the pandemic continued 
on into the third wave, so on March 17, 2021, Diocesan 
Council voted to approve a motion that parish assessments 
be waived from January 1, 2021 to March 31, 2021, and 
that diocesan staff and leadership carefully monitor the 
financial health of parishes and revisit the need for aid in 
September of 2021.

121st Synod of the Diocese of New Westminster Report
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Set-up, May 14: Jesse, Darel and Marion of Proshow Audio Visual have unloaded the truck and are 
preparing to move the gear through to the Conference Room.

LEFT Jesse sets up the two main cameras. RIGHT Sound tech Marion is ready to test but seem a bit surprised at having a photo taken.  
ALL PHOTOS Randy Murray 
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The hard work of the diocesan finance staff led by Di-
rector of Finance, Shailene Caparas with support from the 
Finance and Property Committee chaired by Bob Hardy to 
secure the federal government’s Canada Emergency Wage 
Subsidy (CEWS) also made a big difference, not only in 
the financial health of the diocese but in the reality of the 
2020 audited statements. The vote to receive the financial 
statements garnered the largest majority of any of the pro-
cess votes at the 121st Synod; unanimous approval with 
one abstention.

Treasurer Hardy then took Synod through a 23 slide 
PowerPoint presentation that laid out the current finan-
cial health of the diocese followed by spreadsheets that 
outlined the budgets in detail. Members of Synod had 
these documents as part of their Synod package including 
a Narrative Budget brochure for a more visual look at the 
finances. The motion to approve the budgets was carried 
with a substantial majority. 

There were two questions requesting clarity on how 
funds are currently distributed to support Indigenous 
justice ministry and the salary of the Missioner for Native 
Ministries. Bob Hardy was able to provide clarification. 

RESOLUTIONS
The Resolutions section got underway at about 12 noon, 
the three and half hour mark of Synod.

There were three Resolutions before Synod that if car-
ried would create new initiatives, policy, funding and staff 
personnel changes. Resolution 2 which was the culmination 
of two years of efforts by the Climate Emergency Working 
Group (CEWG) — now the Climate Emergency Imple-
mentation Group (CEIG) — chaired by the Rev. Alecia 
Greenfield was for many the focus of the 121st Synod’s 
deliberations. The purpose of this group, a working group 
that reported to the Mission and Ministry Development 
Committee (MMD) was formed at the request of Diocesan 
Council to respond to Resolution 8 passed at the 119th 
Synod in May of 2019. 

Resolution 8
mover: Levi Saunders
second: The Reverend Laurel Dykstra

That, 
 • This Synod declares a climate emergency.

 • All investment and financial decisions in the diocese be  
  made in keeping with our moral obligation to reduce our  
  greenhouse gas emissions and transition towards renewable  
  energy.

 • The Diocese of New Westminster supports all parishes in  
  efforts to reduce their emissions and that such efforts be  
  documented in annual vestry reports made by parishes.

 • The diocese and parishes of New Westminster seek out  
  opportunities within our communities and in partnership  
  with others to respond pastorally and politically to the  
  growing crisis that lies before us.

 • A report on the progress of the diocese in reducing our  
  collective carbon footprint and our efforts to support a just  
  transition to renewable energies be provided at each Synod  
  beginning in 2021.

The CEWG had supplied a clear and detailed recommen-
dations report to Diocesan Council earlier in 2021 and 
had received some direction from Council and MMD on 
making changes and developing language that would retain 
the core of Resolution 8 in the recommendations that would 
comprise each point of Resolution 2 at the 121st Synod. In 
order to further ensure that Members of Synod in 2021, 
were well-informed about the resolution, six archdeaconry 
meetings were held via Zoom in the weeks prior to May 
15. The mover of Resolution 2, chair of the working group, 
the Rev. Alecia Greenfield spoke to the motion, supplying 
additional information and context to Members of Synod. 

The goals of Resolution 1 connected to the Westside 
Anglicans Neighbourhood Ministry are quite clear. The 
mover, Rev. Alex Wilson deferred to the seconder, Shirin 
Theophilus, ODNW who spoke compassionately about 
the need for broader awareness of homelessness and action 
plans for how the diocese can help to alleviate this growing 
societal challenge. The implementation of this resolution 
will build in news ways upon the good work that has been 
done in the diocese for decades by Anglicans creating 
housing opportunites.

Resolution 3 is the biennial function of MMD to rec-
ommend recipients for care + share the shared diocesan 
outreach program that directs voluntary contributions

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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The bishop arrives at his desk at 7:45am for Synod. 

Elder of the Squamish First Nation, Xwechtaal (Dennis Joseph) prepares for the filming of the Greeting and Blessing. ALL PHOTOS Randy Murray 

Darel and Jesse of Proshow fill out the Synod Office contact tracing forms. 
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made by parishes and individual Anglicans, sent to the 
Synod Office several times a year to the care + share ministry 
groups selected by Synods.

Here are the first three resolutions:

Resolution 1 
moved: The Reverend Alex Wilson 
seconded: Mrs. Shirin Theophilus, ODNW 

That,
1. The Diocese of New Westminster acknowledge the dual  
  crises of housing affordability and homelessness in the  
  Lower Mainland.

2. Synod 2021 direct Diocesan Council to create a task force  
  made up of a wide variety of lay, ordained, and Aboriginal  
  voices, to engage with leadership at every level of the church,  
  with other faith traditions, and those in the public square:

  a. To explore and assess the impact of housing affordability  
   and homelessness within regional and parochial  
   communities, consulting with civic, business, and  
   community support programs to understand the ways in  
   which race, Aboriginal identity, age, socioeconomic status  
   and human sexuality impact accessibility to housing.

  b. To explore the ways in which other churches, ecumenical,  
   and multifaith bodies across Canada have responded to  
   their own affordability and homelessness crises.

  c.  To develop and propose a diocesan response to these  
   two crises that may include, but not be limited to, utilizing  
   current land holdings in this diocese.

  d.  To report its findings and response options, based on  
   those findings, to Diocesan Council in a timely manner. 

3.  That members of the task force conduct this work in the  
  course of their regular duties, with any budget requirements  
  identified being allocated from the Diocesan Justice and  
  Peace Fund at the discretion of property and finance.

Resolution 2 
moved: The Reverend Alecia Greenfield
seconded: The Reverend Philippa Segrave-Pride
(on behalf of the Standing Committee of Mission and 
Ministry Development)

That, 
1.  Synod receive and affirm the Recommendations of the  
  Climate Emergency Working Group (CEWG) document in  
  principle from a liturgical, ethical and theological perspective.

2.  Synod approve, and direct the diocese to adopt, the Anglican  
  Church of Canada’s policy paper, Investing with a Mission:  
  A Guide to Responsible Investment and Church Funds.

3.  Synod direct the diocese to establish a grant fund, subject  
  to available funds, which can be accessed by parishes and  
  worshiping communities to engage in the Recommendations  
  proposed by CEWG at the Parish level (up to $1,000 per  
  parish per year for two years).

4.  Synod approve and direct the diocese, subject to available  
  funds, to hire a staff term person for a minimum of two years  
  to assist parishes to:

  a. Build capacity within the diocese in making the work of  
   Climate Emergency Response a priority and actionable. 

  b.  Establish a network of leaders, innovators, and practitioners  
   in Climate Emergency Response within the diocese.

  c.  Establish partnerships with organizations that are values- 
   aligned around Climate Emergency Response.

  d.  Develop a Strategic Action Plan in accordance with the  
   Recommendations throughout the diocese. 
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  g.  Develop the framework to establish a diocesan fund  
   to promote, and support Climate Emergency Response  
   work within the diocese.

  h. Develop the framework to establish the CEIG as a unit of  
   diocesan mission and ministry for a minimum of two years.

Resolution 3 
moved: The Reverend Philippa Segrave-Pride
seconded: The Reverend Tellison Glover
(on behalf of the Standing Committee of Mission and 
Ministry Development)

That, Synod approve the following list of ministries to 
receive funding during the 2022 and 2023 care + share cycle:

 • St. Thomas, Chilliwack – Food Ministry 
 • St. Dunstan’s, Aldergrove – Thursday Community Meal
 • Holy Trinity Cathedral, New Westminster – The Breakfast Club
 • St. Barnabas, New Westminster – Grab-n-Go
 • St. Alban’s, Richmond – The Lunch Box
 • St. Augustine’s, Marpole – St. Augustine’s Community Meals  
  & Marpole Community Food Hub
 • St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale – Food Ministry
 • St. Agnes, North Vancouver – Sharing Abundance
 • St. David & St. Paul’s, Powell River – Sycamore Commons  
  Vegetable Garden Community Partnership

All three of these Resolutions were carried with large 
majorities. 

Resolutions 4 – 6 are “Canonical,” they must be voted 
on at Synod, they can’t be referred to Diocesan Council 
buti n order to save some time as the scheduled end time 
of 1:30pm was looming Resolution 5 and Resolution 6 were 
voted on simultaneously; but on two separate ballots.

All three canonical motions passed with large majorities. 
They are as follows:

Resolution 4 
Motion to revise Canon 8

Rationale for this Motion
In both the Constitution of the Diocese (Article 2.12) 
and in the Rules of Order (2.3 and 9.9) the required 
super-majority is two-thirds. The proposed motion brings 
Canon 8 in conformity to the Constitution and the Rules 
of Order by replacing a 75% super-majority with a two-
thirds super-majority.

This motion is brought forward at the request of and 
on behalf of the Standing Committee on Constitution 
and Canons.

Motion
moved: The Venerable Richard Leggett
seconded: Mr. Donald Paul, ODNW 
(on behalf of Standing Committee on Constitution and 
Canons) 

That, Canons 8.6 and 8.14 be revised to change the super 
majority requirements of those Canons from a three-
quarters to a two-thirds majority so that they will now 
read as follows (emphasis added to the proposed changes):

8.6 | The Bishop may initiate the merger of Parishes, whether  
incorporated or not, in either of the following cases:

  a.  The Parishes have voted to merge by a two-thirds  
   majority of those attending their respective Vestry  
   Meetings specially called on 14 days’ notice for the  
   purpose, or,

  b.  The Diocesan Council shall have voted at two  
   consecutive meetings by a two-thirds majority  
   of those attending to merge the Parishes.

  e.  Promote, support and report on parishes working on  
   Climate Emergency Response, including the reduction  
   of greenhouse emissions.

  f.  Develop a diocesan policy and for investing that reflects  
   the principles of the Anglican Church of Canada’s Investing  
   with a Mission: A Guide to Responsible Investment and  
   Church Funds. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5Vice-Chancellor Kevin Smith, ODNW at a desk in the Trendell Lounge. 

Lay Secretary, Clare Urquhart. 

Clerical Secretary, the Rev. Justin Chen. 

The producer and executive producer have a little chat ten minutes before the Zoom 
is to start. PHOTO Regan Gorman

Archdeacon Douglas Fenton. Chancellor and bishop. ALL PHOTOS Randy Murray except as noted
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For those who may be interested, the YouTube link to all 5 hours  
and 5 minutes of the 121st Synod Zoom broadcast is online at  
https://youtu.be/sHPCOXzD8L8.

Bishop Stephens’ sermon (video, audio & text) can be found online at  
https://www.vancouver.anglican.ca/podcasts/media/ 
2021-05-15-god-is-pulling-us-toward-new-vision-and-new-hope.

If any Topic readers would like more details about the  
121st Financial Report, all of the material presented at Synod on  
May 15 is available on the diocesan website at https://www.vancouver.
anglican.ca/diocesan-ministries/synods/pages/financials. 

All Resolutions and the documents referred to  
in 5 and 6 are available on the diocesan website at  
https://www.vancouver.anglican.ca/diocesan-ministries/synods/pages/
resolutions-121st-synod-of-the-diocese-of-new-westminster

8.14 | The Bishop may initiate the process of closing a Parish in 
the following cases:

  a.  The Parish has voted by a two-thirds majority of those  
   attending a Vestry Meeting specially called on 21 days’  
   notice for that purpose, to request closure, or,

  b.  Diocesan Council has voted at two meetings by a two- 
   thirds majority of those attending to close the Parish.

Resolution 5 
Motion to revise Anglican Initiative Fund By-laws

Rationale for this Motion
Following the changes made to the Constitution and Can-
ons at the Diocesan Synod in 2019 the Standing Commit-
tee on Constitutions and Canons was tasked with updating 
other governing documents to bring all in line with the 
new Constitution and Canons. 

The Anglican Initiatives Fund By-laws required updat-
ing. It is Synod’s prerogative to revise the Anglican Initiative 
Fund By-laws. The Standing Committee on Constitutions 
and Canons consulted with the Administrators of the Fund 
and together recommend the revisions to the By-laws as 
detailed in the track changes highlighted below.

This motion is brought forward at the request of and 
on behalf of the Standing Committee on Constitution 
and Canons.

Motion
moved: The Venerable G Douglas Fenton
seconded: Mr. Kevin Smith, ODNW 
(on behalf of the Standing Committee on Constitution 
and Canons)

That, Synod approves the changes to the Anglican Initia-
tives Fund By-laws.

Resolution 6 
Motion to revise Regulation 21 — Anglican Initiatives Fund

Rationale for this Motion
Following the changes made to the Constitution and Can-
ons at the Diocesan Synod in 2019 the Standing Commit-
tee on Constitutions and Canons was tasked with updating 
other governing documents to bring all in line with the 
new Constitution and Canons. 

Regulation 21
The Anglican Initiatives Fund needs to reflect the changes 
in the Anglican Initiatives Fund By-laws. In keeping with 
Synod’s prerogative to make changes to the Anglican Initia-
tives Fund By-laws it is thought that Synod should also be 
asked to make the revisions to Regulation 21. The Standing 
Committee on Constitutions and Canons consulted with 
the Administrators of the Fund and together and recom-
mend the revisions to Regulation 21 as detailed in the track 
changes highlighted below.

This motion is brought forward at the request of and 
on behalf of the Standing Committee on Constitution 
and Canons.

Motion
moved: The Venerable G. Douglas Fenton 
seconded: Ms. Sharon Grove 
(on behalf of the Standing Committee Constitution and 
Canons)

That, Synod approve the changes to Regulation 21.
There was a friendly amendment to Regulation 2 pro-

posed by the Rev. Allen Doerksen and the Ven. Alan Carson, 
however, after a brief discussion with the Chancellor, the 
amendment was withdrawn. 

The only programmatic piece of the 121st Synod was a 
brief address given by Rob Dickson promoting the Angli-

can Foundation’s current Say Yes to Kids campaign which 
wraps up June 30. 

There was also a brief report by Vice-Chancellor, Kevin 
Smith, ODNW of the Review of the Episcopal Election, 
a 60-page document that he’d prepared with others at his 
law firm, Farris LLP that had been received in April by 
Diocesan Council. 

Although it involved an increase in bringing people into 
the actual Zoom webinar and some additional risk around 
the consistency of the production, the involvement of folks 
from around the diocese in the Morning Prayer, opening 
liturgy, worked very well. Many thanks to: the Ven. Luisito 
Engnan and son Bryce for presenting Psalm 139:1-14; Pris-
cilla and Rebekah Lermoo for their reading of the Canticle, 
Song of the New Creation; Warren Wiley proclaiming the 
Gospel, Luke 9: 37-50; Frances Fagan, ODNW and Sean 
Latimer for the Intercession. Frances was also Chair of the 
Synod Planning group working with Archdeacon Fenton 
on the formation of the 121st Synod.

Other contributors to Synod were: the Rev. Simbarashe 
Basvi, Rector of St. David, Tsawwassen who presented the 
Memorials; the Rev. Bill Mok, Rector of St. Chad in the 
Arbutus Basin who proposed the Messages of Greeting 
from 121st Synod (the Messages were voted on and were 
approved); Deacon, the Rev. Amanda Ruston who gave the 
Vote of Thanks; and Elder of the Squamish First Nation, 
Xwechtaal (Dennis Joseph) who met with me and Kerry 
Baisley, ODNW on May 10 at the Joseph Matthias Centre 
in North Vancouver, to film the Territorial Acknowledge-
ment, Greeting and Blessing Song. St. John’s, Shaughnessy’s 
choir director and soprano soloist, Ann Chen sang the 
two Hymns with the accompaniment of organist, Michael 
Dirk, and Bruce Gregg did the videography. Cliff Caprani 
processed all the videos used at Synod for broadcast. 

When asked to comment on the 121st Synod, Bishop 
Stephens had these words for Topic readers:

“Despite covid conditions, the 121st Synod of the Diocese was 
called to order via Zoom. We were able to pray, invite the 
Holy Spirit, elect, debate, discuss and amend our Canons. 
With thanks to the Archdeacons and Archdeaconry gatherings, 
the people of the Diocese were well informed regarding the 
resolutions about our response to the Climate Emergency. I 
was also pleased that we were able to consider how we might 
want to approach with concern and compassion the housing 
crisis within the boundaries of our Diocese. care + share will 
continue to support great ministry throughout our Diocese, 
and for the next two years we will support food ministry in a 
variety of forms. I was very proud of our Diocese as to what 
we were able to accomplish in 5 hours as Synod and pray for 
God’s continuing blessing upon all of us.” W

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Bishop John Stephens offers an episcopal blessing. 

The Report of the Returning Officer, Kevin Smith, ODNW took place in the 
Conference Room. 

Sound tech Marion, Camera tech Jesse, and graphics tech and site lead Darel. 

Nominations Committee Chair, Susanne Stockdill in the Trendell Lounge.  
ALL PHOTOS Randy Murray

Resolutions Committee Chair, Jennifer Dezell, ODNW in the Trendell Lounge. Synod staffer Lauren Pinkney at her desk in the reception area. 
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Christ Church Cathedral Director of Music  
Honoured by the Archbishop of Canterbury
On April 7, the Archbishop of Canterbury announced the 
2021 Lambeth Awards.

Christ Church Cathedral’s Organist and Director of 
Music, Rupert Lang, BMus, MA (Cantab) was awarded 
the Thomas Cranmer Award for Worship. Christ Church 
Cathedral communications on their Facebook page posted:

For more than 40 years as an outstanding organist and choir 
director, Rupert Lang’s innovative and beautiful compositions 
have enhanced the liturgy and mission of the Church and 
extended the reach of Canadian liturgical music to secular 
audiences around the world.

The Archbishop of Canterbury has today announced the 
recipients of the 2021 Lambeth Awards. The awards, which 
recognize outstanding contributions to the Church and wider 
society, have been given to over 30 individuals. They include 
scientists, musicians, academics, activists, peacemakers, doc-
tors and clergy.

In the post on the Archbishop of Canterbury’s website, 
Archbishop Welby said:

“During the pandemic, we have seen just how vital the con-
tribution of churches is to the fabric of our society. As well as 
finding creative ways to worship together safely, churches have 
been feeding the hungry, reaching out to the lonely and offering 
hope to those struggling in the midst of the crisis.

This year’s Lambeth Awards recipients, not all of whom are 
Christians, embody this spirit of service — not just during the 
pandemic but, for many of them, through decades of faithful 
work. I commend them and their efforts and look forward 
to the time when we meet to celebrate their contributions to 
society.”

As this information was circulated around the diocese 
through online communications and more, Rupert found 
that he was the recipient of a substantial outpouring of 
good wishes from the Cathedral community, the diocese, 
the choral music community and more. With sincere grati-
tude he would like to thank those who were involved in his 
receipt of the award and to that end on April 26 he wrote 
the following letter and asked that it be communicated 
around the diocese and beyond. 

My Dear Friends:

Early this month the announcement of the Archbishop of Can-
terbury’s Thomas Cranmer award became public, Wednesday, 
April 7. I wish to express my wholehearted appreciation for 
SO many thoughtful messages of congratulations that poured 
in — even some lovely cards in the mail. It has been truly 
overwhelming. Thank you, thank you!

I was curious to know how the application for such an award 
was set in motion, so I asked around. There were in fact many 
names that played a part in this process, which I understand 
began as far back as the summer of 2020. Thanks to Helen 
Dunn and Jake Gramit for passing on names to me. In addition, 
Peter Elliott noticed some missing names who were part of the 
nominating committee. He also said not to forget to mention 
that it was our Primate — Linda Nicholls — who originally 
submitted my name to Lambeth. He said that if it wasn’t for 
her, no one would have known about the Thomas Cranmer 
award. Thank you Linda!

Cranmer book. PHOTO Rupert Lang

three years, I kept procrastinating saying: “Oh well, next sum-
mer!” This time, while dusting it, I made a solemn pledge to 
tackle it FOR SURE this summer!

The title happens to be Thomas Cranmer by Diarmaid 
MacCulloch.

The very next day — March 4 — received an email from the 
secretary of the Archbishop of Canterbury. He said: “Did 
you receive my email dated February 15?” I said “Oops,” I 
thought it was some sort of newsletter, and told myself I would 
come back to read it later (of course I forgot!). He said that 
my name was up for an award called the Thomas Cranmer 
Award for Worship. If I was interested, I needed to fill out 
an acceptance form, but the deadline was Friday, March 6. 
That meant I needed to fill it out and send it back, no later 
than Thursday, March 5!

The rest is history of course. Talk about by the skin of my teeth! 
I thanked him profusely for following up and chasing me down. 
I must tell the secretary this story too, of “How I dusted off 
Cranmer, and almost lost this award.” Ha! Ha!

With sincere gratitude!  
Rupert

Ellen Clark-King  
Helen Dunn  
Peter Elliott  
Jake Gramit  
Bruce Hoffman  
Bruce Pullan  
Heather Pynn  
Doreen Rao  
Thomas Roach  
Lucy Smith 
Liz Stockwell  
Debi Wong

Additional names  
supporting the nomination

Christopher Dawes  
Douglas Hambidge  
Michael Ingham  
Graeme Langager  
Herbert O’Driscoll  
Melissa Skelton

I would like to conclude with a short, but true story titled: How 
I dusted off Cranmer, and almost lost an award.

The following dates I will always remember, because it turned 
out to be a very bizarre turn of events. On Tuesday, March 3, 
I woke up with a lot of energy with a crazy desire to clean my 
whole apartment (spring fever or something silly like that!). I 
have certain piles of books in my bedroom that I put aside 
every year for summer reading (one of my favourite summer 
pastimes). One book in particular I was dusting off that morn-
ing was given to me by my Anglican priest brother-in-law. It 
is four inches thick (and no more than ten-point print!). For 

The Thomas Cranmer Award for Worship is the second 
honour bestowed on Rupert within the last year as it was 
announced December 8, 2020 that Vancouver School of 
Theology had selected Rupert as its 2021 Honorary Doctor 
of Divinity (DD) recipient. He received the DD during a 
livestream convocation broadcast May 11, 2021. W

The Archbishop of Canterbury awards table.

St. Michael’s, Surrey  
has a Community Garden!
St. Michael’s, Surrey has had a plot of land between its 
church and its St. Michael’s house for a number of years. 
Although regularly cared for, it’s often been a dumping 
site for those not wanting to take their garbage to the ap-
propriate locations. After dealing with this for some time, 
a decision was made to apply to the City of Surrey for a 

Community Enhancement Project grant to create a commu-
nity garden. The application was filled-in last September 
with notification of receipt of the grant in January 2021. 

Ordering wood and dirt quickly began with delivery 
dates for the first week of March. Seeing 180, 2" × 8" × 8'

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

PHOTO Lori Bush
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Transforming Questions Take Two
JESSICA SCHAAP
Missioner for Christian Formation, diocese of New Westminster

The second run of the 11-week program called Transforming 
Questions completed its course shortly after Easter. Thirty-
three people registered, an increase of nearly 20% from 
the first round. The registrants came from a wide variety 
of parishes, ages, and familiarity with the Anglican church. 
Some people were preparing for baptism or confirmation; 
most were registering simply to grow more in their faith 
and to do it in community. 

At the closing session of the course, we conducted an 
evaluation and three themes emerged in the responses. The 
first was how much people valued talking and being with 
each other in small groups week after week. The relationship 
and community building were central to the experience. 
It brought home how Christians are not formed in isola-
tion but in and as a body. One person mentioned how it 
had helped them with the isolation and loneliness of the 
pandemic. Another remarked, “Our small group shared the 
joys of being with each other. These three people are the 
only people I have seen today.” A few also shared how much 
they enjoyed being in groups with a wide range of ages. 
Participants ranged in age between 18 – 80 and enjoyed the 
increasingly rare occasion of intergenerational conversation.

The second theme that emerged was the desire for more 
learning and gathering. “What’s the next thing we can sign 
up for?” was a refrain the small group facilitators heard in 
the final discussion. Participants were invited, in addition 
to activities in their parish, to sign up for the diocesan e-
news, to check out the spring program from St. Dunstan’s 
Centre for Spiritual Renewal and the summer programs 
from the Vancouver School of Theology and Sorrento Re-
treat Centre. The session that asked, “What does it mean 
to be an Anglican?” raised a lot of curiosity to know more 
about the history and actions of the Anglican church here 
in Canada and especially in this diocese. 

Finally, when participants were asked to choose what 
their next steps might be following the course, many chose 
multiple next steps — the most frequently chosen being to 
form deeper relationships with others in their parish, to 
read and learn more about the Bible, and to pray more 
regularly. This is helpful information for clergy and other The Take Two Zoom screenshot.

To find out more about the course and review the curriculum 
in-depth, go to: https://www.vancouver.anglican.ca/resources/
adult-formation-resources/pages/transforming-questions.

lay leaders when planning what kinds of formation people 
might be looking for. The course highlighted that the faith 
journey was both transformative and filled with questions. 
When asked whether their understanding and experience of 
faith had changed, 75% of people replied it had at least in 
some areas and for a couple it had changed them a lot. For 
others, the course confirmed a lot of what they understood 
and experienced of faith. For a large majority the course 
seemed to live up to its name.

With the end of the second round of Transforming Ques-

tions, plans for offering and developing the course continue. 
The next step includes a plan to record the sessions on video 
so that parishes, deaneries, and other groups can offer the 
course on their own schedule and online or in-person if 
they wish. As well, another diocesan wide offering of the 
course on Zoom is planned for the fall of 2021. W

St. Michael’s, Surrey has a Community Garden!

and 17, 4” × 4” × 10’ pieces of lumber arrive was rather 
overwhelming. It was a lot of wood! Volunteers were 
rounded up and 30, 4’ × 8’ × 16” garden beds were built 
over three days. Thank goodness for electric screwdrivers, 
portable circular saws, and chain saws! Cutting 4” × 4” 
lumber into 16” pieces is much easier with a chain saw, 
rather than rotating wood for a radial arm saw… who knew!

Once the 30 raised garden beds were built, they were 
moved into an easily accessible design, keeping in mind the 
ride-on lawn mower had to fit between the beds. The next 
task was to fill them with dirt from the 36 cubic yards of 

garden soil delivered to the site. Unfortunately, the ground 
was rather soggy so the dirt could not be delivered as close 
to the garden beds as desired. Wheelbarrows, shovels and 
good old-fashioned hard work moved the dirt. 

Sourcing water from the nearby St. Michael’s House 
was discussed, but having an underground waterline in-
stalled was a decision made by Parish Council. Yet again, 
a hard-working volunteer dug the trench, installed the two 
faucets and water was ready for gardeners. By March 30, all 
30 beds were in place, filled with dirt, a sign erected and 

water faucets in place. 
Currently, 7 of the 30 beds have been rented out to 

folks in the community and we are looking forward to 
having more people involved in growing food and flowers 
in the garden. 

Thank you so much to the many volunteers at St. Mi-
chael’s who helped make this a reality: Clark Norman, Sara 
Batt, Andy Whitmore, Alexa Kaweski, Andrew Kaweski, 
Dave Reynolds, Lori Bush, Leo Golden, and the Ven. 
Louie Engnan. W

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Delivery of the lumber for the boxes. ALL PHOTOS Corri Kaweski Construction of the 30 raised garden beds. 
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Easter Sunday at Christ Church Cathedral  
in the Second Year of COVID-19
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

“This is the day which the Lord has made.” 

These were the first words spoken by Bishop John Ste-
phens from the centre of the nave as the broadcast of the 
livestream from Christ Church Cathedral went out to the 
world on Sunday, April 4, 2021 (PDT). Bishop Stephens 
had been installed as the 10th Bishop of the diocese of 
New Westminster just five weeks earlier on February 28. 
April 4 would be the first of what is hoped will be many 
Easter Sundays celebrated by the bishop at Christ Church 
Cathedral during his episcopacy. The first words of the 
liturgy that began this paragraph were then responded to 
by the other four members of the sanctuary party and the 
members of the Cathedral’s music ministry leading the 
worship, “Let us rejoice and be glad in it.” And that is what 
happened. Although the liturgy took place with only the 
principals present there was much joy that went out to 
the world from the corners of Burrard and West Georgia 
Streets in Vancouver, BC, Canada.

Following the responses that opened the Gathering of 
the Community, Cathedral organist and Director of Mu-
sic, Rupert Lang with an SATB quartet and a trumpeter 
physically distanced in the loft began the Opening Hymn, 
Christ the Lord is Risen Today.

The principals present for the Sunday of the Resur-
rection Day Eucharist included Bishop John Stephens, 
the preacher; Cathedral Vicar, the Rev. Helen Dunn, the 
presider; Deacon, the Rev. Jeffrey Preiss, Deacon of the 
Word and Table; Dean and Rector of the Cathedral, the 
Very Rev. Christopher A. Pappas offering the Opening 
Announcements and Welcome to the online congregation, 
(however, in order to comply with the Provincial Health 
Officer’s orders on indoor gathering for livestreaming, he 
and Deacon Preiss left the sanctuary area when they were 
not required); Liturgical Assistant, Vincent Carey was MC/
Crucifer; Andrea Gailus was lay reader and intercessor; 
and longtime ASL interpreter, Lisz Keallen was seated in 
front of an audio monitor and a cell phone set to "video" 
in the east side transept interpreting the service for those 
unable to hear. 

The chancel platform with the altar, ambo, credence 
table were beautifully decorated for Easter Day. The flowers 
in the Cathedral were made possible by donations from two 
dozen Cathedral parishioners who had made their dona-
tions in loving memory of family and other loved ones as 
well as in thanksgiving for God’s many blessings. 

The preacher for the Eucharist was the Rt. Rev. John 
Stephens. He began the sermon focusing on the grief and 
sadness that we experience from the loss of loved ones when 
they die. He made reference to the “Good Friday” feelings 
that we experience and then he juxtaposed that with what 
Mary Magdalene experienced as told through the Gospel

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Jane Osler, ODNW and the Rev. Jeffrey Preiss enjoy an Easter elbow bump greeting at the corners of West Georgia and Burrard. ALL PHOTOS Randy Murray The east side of the chancel and the Cross.

LEFT Dean and Rector of the Cathedral, the Very Rev. Chris Pappas proclaims the Risen Lord as the 10:30am Eucharist goes live via YouTube.  
RIGHT Andrea Gailus reads the Epistle, 1 Corinthians 15:1-11. 

The Celebrant, Cathedral Vicar, the Rev. Helen Dunn gathers the community in prayer.
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for the day, John 20:1-18:

“…Mary Magdalene, that incredible woman of faith went to 
the tomb. She went, as far as I can tell, not with a sense of 
hope but a sense of dread. A sense of wanting to be near the 
final resting place. A sense of being near the last time she had 
touched the body of Christ, the last time she had seen his face, 
the last time she had held him, the last time. 

And so, she came to the tomb not expecting anything, I imagine. 

Nothing but death and finality. Emptiness and conclusion. But 
she discovered something else. She discovered life and light. She 
discovered hope and grace. She discovered the presence of God 
in her midst. She discovered an entirely new way to consider 
life, and life beyond the grave. For Jesus was alive. This tomb 
was a link between heaven and earth between death and new 
life between God unseen to God fully known in our midst. This 
tomb was a sign that God is with us, amongst us, known to us 
in Jesus but also within ourselves. This tomb was a sign that 

God was not angry with us but loves us, blesses us, holds us, 
encourages us, wishes us to be more and filled with Holy Spirit 
and grace. The tomb was not empty but filled with God’s hope 
for humanity through the resurrection of Jesus.

I have celebrated Easter so many times in my life, but it never 
ceases to amaze me the wonder and beauty and transformative 
power this gospel passage has on my life and my living. All else 
in life, it seems revolves around this empty tomb. It continues

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

The altar decorated for Easter. ASL Interpreter, Lisz Keallen.

Soprano, Christina Chicos who filled in at the last minute for 
Cathedral soprano soloist, Lucy Smith. Christina is a member 
of musica intima and the Vancouver Chamber Choir. 

Deacon Preiss proclaims the Gospel, John 20:1-18. 

Andrea Gailus leads the Prayers of the People. Bishop Stephens preaching.

Censing the altar. Eucharistic Prayer. The Episcopal Blessing. 
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To watch or read Bishop John Stephens’ homily please go to  
https://www.vancouver.anglican.ca/podcasts/media/2021-04-04-sunday-of-the-resurrection

to affect how I look at other people and myself, how I pray and 
receive the bread and wine of the Eucharist, how I view the 
world and pray for forgiveness, how I see that we all need to be 
transformed to be resurrection people, Easter people awakened 
to a new relationship that God has with us and all people.”

There was more than the Sunday of the Resurrection liturgy 
taking place at Christ Church Cathedral on Easter Day. The 
Cathedral clergy and lay staff had come up with a plan to 
take it to the streets with their Easter Day Eucharist to Go. 
The Christ Church Cathedral clergy (including Bishop John 
Stephens) were set up at the lower level north end Burrard 
Street entrance to the church and in the laneway adjacent 
to the elevator tower.

The majority of Cathedral clergy were present including 

Easter Sunday at Christ Church Cathedral  
in the Second Year of COVID-19
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

all of those participating in the liturgy that day with the 
addition of Cathedral Curate, the Rev. Jonathan Pinkney; 
Associate Priest and Gathering Priest for the St. Brigid’s 
community, the Rev. Marnie Peterson; and Deacon, the 
Rev. Alisdair Smith. 

Each wafer was inside an individual cellophane packet 
and most of those participating had previously made an 
appointment to participate through online registration.

Before receiving the Body of Christ, the communicant 
prayed with the clergy administrator and after receiving the 
Host they were given a daffodil or two. Folks in cars entered 

the laneway from Hornby Street where Rev. Helen Dunn 
was posted and vested with a large bouquet of daffodils 
to direct the drivers to the laneway where the Reverends 
Pinkney and Smith awaited. 

Those not participating in the Eucharist were welcome 
to take a daffodil or two or three.

It is safe to assume that for Bishop John this wasn’t the 
ideal situation for the first Easter Day of his episcopacy, 
however the beauty of the liturgy and the excitement of 
Eucharist to Go will certainly be a memory that he and those 
who participated will long remember. W

The bishop administers the Body of Christ. Deacon Preiss offers a daffodil.

Deacon, the Rev. Alisdair Smith distributes daffodils in the laneway  
behind the Cathedral. 

The dean distributes some daffodils.

ALL PHOTOS Randy Murray The Schaap/White family whom some of you may know,  
pray with Bishop Stephens before receiving Holy Communion. 

Cathedral Vicar, the Rev. Helen Dunn situated on Hornby Street near Dunsmuir  
directs folks to the laneway behind the Cathedral.
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Walking the Way of the Cross
On Good Friday in Edgemont Village, North Vancouver
RANDY MURRAY 
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

As the covid-19 pandemic moves well into its second year, 
people are beginning to change the way they think and 
act, but more than that they are beginning to adjust their 
perspective to fit this period in world history.

For the parishes of the diocese of New Westminster, 
facing another Holy Week without gathering together for 
worship was a difficult prospect, however, the leadership of 
the diocese had determined that Anglican parishes follow 
the orders from the Provincial Health Ministry and Provin-
cial Health Officer and make the best of a less than ideal 
situation. With onsite, indoor, public worship prohibited 
with only the principals and tech crew for livestreaming al-
lowed in the buildings, physically distanced, masked (except 
when speaking) and strictly following cleaning protocols 
the only option was to follow Dr. Bonnie Henry’s conces-
sion that small groups may meet outdoors. The Parish of 
St. Catherine, Capilano saw that as an opportunity not a 
barrier and came up with the Good Friday, Walk the Way 
of the Cross held outdoors on the covered walkways of the 
parish grounds.

The event was scheduled to take place 10am to 2pm 
on April 2 — Good Friday — and those who would like to 
partake were asked to register to attend during a specific 
time slot so that physical distancing could be maintained 
even out of doors.

The walk began at the Registration Desk and after con-
firming the reservation and answering the covid contact 
tracing questions, participants encountered 14 pieces of 
art, contributed by members and friends of the St. Cath-
erine’s community. The diverse mixed media pieces created 
a unique experience. There were paintings, decoupage, 
sculptures, interior design, fabric art and art pieces using 
photographs. Each one of the pieces depicting a moment 
in Jesus’ walk carrying the Cross to the place of crucifixion. 
Each work of art was innovative, diverse, personal and mov-
ing as the four examples included here will affirm. 

Following registration each participant was given a 
guide brochure containing reflections and prayers for each 
station.

The first prayer, the Beginning Prayer by Deborah Foster 
was as follows:

 Jesus the Christ, 
 help me walk with you 
 along the holy way you once 
 walked toward your death. 
 I offer my mind, 
 my memory, and 
 my anxious, reluctant heart. 
 Help me to see 
 what you once did 
 for love of me 
 and all the world. 
 Amen

Upon completion of the walk the vicar of the parish, Rev. 
Sharon Smith was present to offer a blessing. 

Later that afternoon Rev. Smith reported that 45 people 
participates in the “walk” including folks from the neigh-
bourhood for whom prayer was a new experience.

Congratulations to St. Catherine’s for what could well 
become a Good Friday tradition. W

Station 5: Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus carry his cross: Bonnie and Nairn Grundy.

Station 9: Jesus falls for the third time: Kim Mead.

Rev. Smith makes sure that the easel at Station 5 is properly placed. 

Station 13: Jesus is taken down from the cross: Nancy Sunderland.

A “walker” reflects on the devotion in the guide leaflet for Station 7. LEFT View of the stations from the registration table. RIGHT Rev. Smith waits at the conclusion of the “walk” to offer a physically distanced blessing.

ALL PHOTOS Randy Murray
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From Pulpit to Paintbrush
Sharing the Gospel during the pandemic
RANDY MURRAY (WITH FILES FORM MARILYN HAMES)
Communications Officer & Topic Editor 

Many thanks to the Rev. Marilyn Hames for sharing these 
examples from her Pulpit to Paintbrush ministry. These 
paintings which are representations of Gospel readings 
were inspired by her online attendance at the Holy Week 
Chrism Mass livestreamed liturgy celebrated at 12 noon 
on Tuesday, March 30 onsite at Christ Church Cathedral. 
The purpose of this liturgy is largely two-fold and appears 
in the official title: Blessing of Holy Oils and Reaffirmation 
of Ordination and Baptismal Vows. When asked about the 
purpose of the project, Marilyn explained:

“Because of the pandemic, especially the circuit-breaker restric-
tions through Holy Week and Easter, it was impossible for me 
(and other retired or assisting clergy) to fulfil their vows that 
they would have reaffirmed at the Chrism Mass. Probably… 
that has been the case for many of us for over a year — as it 
has been difficult for the many lay people to attend church 
too, especially the vulnerable. So, to fulfill my vows I decided 
to share the Gospel narrative through pictures that tell the 
story in a contemporary setting as a permanent record of the 
Pandemic Passion and Promise of new life fulfilled. This meant 
working quickly so that I could compete each scene in parallel 
to the days on which the various parts of the story would be 
read… It meant scouring personal photos to capture the poses, 
or something close, and that meant inserting family, friends 
and neighbours into the ‘story’ as well as bringing the scenes 
into contemporary settings and situations.”

Not only are pulpits not always available to retired or as-
sisting clergy, but the pandemic has also brought about 
many innovations in the creation of liturgy and vocational 

Jesus Laments over Jerusalem: “Jerusalem, Jerusalem…! How often have I desired to gather your children  
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!” (Matthew 23:37-39)

At the Last Supper: “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.” And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, “This cup that is 
poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.” (Luke 22:14—23:56)

In the Garden of Gethsemane: “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want.” (Matthew 26:36-46)
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From Pulpit to Paintbrush
Sharing the Gospel during the pandemic
RANDY MURRAY (WITH FILES FORM MARILYN HAMES)
Communications Officer & Topic Editor 

ministry and what was once “normal” may never be that 
again. In order to live into her vows, Marilyn began think-
ing outside the box and welcomed the Spirit and also the 
spirit of innovation. More inspiration came her way from 
the broadcasts of Morning Prayer from Canterbury Cathe-
dral “and the way that Dean Robert (Willis) and his partner 
Fletcher use their garden (rain, snow or shine), and their 
menagerie of ‘pets’ to provide a backdrop for the Gospel, or 
as lessons, (these) in themselves is absolutely phenomenal.” 
Although this is not that similar to visual art representations 
that reflect Gospel readings it is similar in that response 
and reflection is immediate.

For Rev. Hames her sharing of Pulpit to Paintbrush is 
also about encouraging others and is not just a platform for 
her expression of her ordination vows. Here are her words 
about the greater purpose:

“Beyond what I already said about the ‘aha’ moment of being 
unable to fulfill my vows in the ‘normal’ way, I was forced to 
think about alternatives for sharing the Gospel and reaching 
people, I also had a huge awakening in terms of wanting to 
encourage others to do the same, by simply being themselves in 
ways they don’t normally think of. And suddenly, I feel ‘called’ 
afresh to help others develop themselves and their gifts and 
personal vocations — especially while we are still forced to be 
more isolated, so we all have time to think and experiment. 
Of course, folks live out their Christian vocations as caregiv-
ers and advocates for social justice, but that is the tip of the 
iceberg — not giving voice to everyone’s gifts.”

Yes, there is so much more when it comes to how we express 
our yearning to seek the divine. Rev. Hames, never one to 
sit still for long continues to be extremely active in many 
ways as she continues to live into her vocation.

“I have earned distinction for my MA Celtic Studies from 
University of Wales Trinity Saint David (subject to ratification 
by the UWTSD Board in June). That means my dissertation 
will have the honour of being filed in the National Library of 
Wales and opens up a whole new realm of connections. Also, 
the Warden of Society of Ordained Scientists is keen for me to 
engage other Ordained Scientists in a new project blending 
faith, science and the arts — all three. Hopefully, that will 
bear fruit as presentations or workshops online, to be made 
available to churches that have a hunger for ‘bringing it all 
together’ rather than compartmentalizing these gifts. It’s a 
work in progress, very much in its early stages, but my vision 
is that it will deal with our realities and future not as ‘issues’ 
that divide, but topics to engage lively discussion that opens up 
possibilities rather than close down important views and voices 
of folk who feel stigmatized or defensive by the way important 
subjects are being handled by the media which forge opinions.”

So, thank you again Marilyn for sharing these paintings and 
please keep us in your prayers and also keep us informed 
about how you find new creative ways live into your vows. W

At the Crucifixion: “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” (Luke 23:34) The Resurrection: “…he has been raised…” (Matthew 28:5-7)

Mary Magdalene Encounters the Risen Christ: “Mary!” (John 20:11-18)

The Risen Christ Appears to the Disciples: “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you… Receive the Holy Spirit.” “Put your finger here and see my hands… 
Do not doubt but believe.” “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see;  
for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” (John 20:19-23 & Luke 24:36-43)
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Teach My Heart This Day, Where & How to Find You
Episcopal visit to St. Anselm’s, Point Grey the Third Sunday of Easter & a Celebration of St. Anselm’s Day
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

The mid-20th Century structure (sanctuary, offices and rec-
reation space) located across from University Golf Course to 
the south on the first stretch of University Boulevard before 
really getting into the Endowment Lands area has been built 
back from the road and is surrounded by parking to the 
east and north and gardens to the west and south. In this 
pastoral but urban setting it is one of the most pleasing and 
welcoming properties in the diocese of New Westminster.

On April 18, the third Sunday of Easter, Bishop John 
Stephens paid his first episcopal visit to the parish to help 
celebrate their patronal festival, St. Anselm’s Day, which 
by the calendar is celebrated on April 21. Like most cur-
rent worship around the diocese taking place in a parish’s 
sanctuary, the service was livestreamed with only the 
principals present: Bishop John; the vicar, the Rev. Alex 
Wilson; organist, Sam Zhai; and People’s Warden, Naman 
Paul who was reader, intercessor, sound technician and chef. 
There were also three other members of the parish present 
to help with the serving of the take-out lunch scheduled 
to be distributed at 12:30pm.

The liturgy flowed smoothly punctuated by some very 
fine playing by Sam Zhai.

Bishop John was the preacher, and he began his sermon 
saying:

“It is so great to be with you here at St. Anslem’s… well sort of 
with you here at St. Anslem’s, as best as we can be under the 
circumstances. I have been to this church building numerous 
times over the years and so despite this being a pandemic it is 
great to be able to join you as you honour St. Anselm. I am so 
grateful to your vicar, Alex, for his ministry here at St. Anslem’s 
and the incredible work of this parish. I am grateful to Alex 
for his leadership in the Neighbourhood Ministry and serv-

ing on Diocesan Council and other places within the diocese. 
You are blessed to have him as your Vicar, he is blessed by the 
ministry of so many people here. I do hope that you are all 
keeping safe, and that some of you are already vaccinated and 
others will soon be vaccinated. God willing this pandemic will 
soon be behind us.”

Prior to his homiletic examination of Luke’s gospel, he 
shared a section of a prayer attributed to St. Anselm which 
in just a few simple lines illustrates the seeker’s desire for a 
closer relationship with the divine:

O Lord my God. Teach my heart this day, where and how 
to find you. You have made me and re-made me, and you 
have bestowed on me all the good things I possess, and still I 
do not know you. I have not yet done that for which I was 
made. Amen.

Following worship, Bishop John with his laptop took up 
occupancy in one of the offices as Rev. Wilson facilitated 
the Zoom Coffee Hour with the bishop. A good number 
of parishioners were in attendance meeting online and 
chatting with the bishop for the better part of an hour.

The third leg of the patronal day was Take-Out Lunch 
with the Bishop. During the preceding month there was an 
ongoing opportunity to order lunch prepared by the “Chefs” 
at St. Anslem’s. The orders were prepared and boxed and 
made available for pick-up after 12:30pm, outside the nave 
entrance, socially and physically distanced. The menu fea-
tured a choice of Tandoori Chicken or Tikka Paneer served 
with rice pilau, fresh green beans, sprigs of rosemary and a 
berry cheesecake square. The entrees were freshly prepared, 
marinated in yogurt and spices and ready for the oven or

Bishop John prays the Collect. ALL PHOTOS Randy Murray

“O Lord my God.  
Teach my heart this day,  

where and how to find you.  
You have made me and re-made me,  

and you have bestowed on me  
all the good things I possess,  
and still I do not know you.  

I have not yet done that for which  
I was made. Amen.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Warden Naman Paul was sound tech, intercessor, reader and chef. Music Director, Sam Zhai strikes a pose for the photographer. The Vicar prepares to greet the online congregation. 

The Peace. The Eucharistic Prayer. The tulip gardens planted by the preschool folks. 
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Anglican Church Helps to Reunite Two Syrian Brothers
VALERIE SPROULE
The Arbutus Support Council

In November of 2020, The Arbutus Sup-
port Council (TASC), a group of refugee 
sponsors, were delighted to welcome Syrian 
newcomers, Hatem, his wife Najah, and 
their three sons and three daughters ranging 
in age from 3 to 15 years. They had arrived 
in Canada from Lebanon. 

Eight years ago, Hatem, the oldest of 
14 siblings along with his extended family 
and including younger brother Faisal, were 
caught up in the terror of the Syrian War 
that has led to the dislocation of millions of 
Syrian people. After bombs destroyed their 
village of Abou Hanaya near Hama, they 
fled their home and moved from village 
to village, to escape being caught in the 
crossfire between Syrian authorities’ and 
terrorists’ bombs. They lived for a time with 
23 members of their family in a tent in the 
desert of Al Badyie trying desperately to 
protect their families, and eventually found 
their way across the border into Lebanon. 

In 2016, following three years in Leba-
non living under impoverished conditions, 
Faisal, the younger brother, his wife Riam 
and their three small sons were privately 
sponsored by TASC and came to Canada 
to begin their new life.

Life in Lebanon continued with great 
deprivation for Faisal’s oldest brother 
Hatem and his large family. They lived in 
a primitive shelter. Hatem and the older 
boys had little access to any paid work to 
augment the monthly financial support 
from the United Nations (UN), and there 
was only minimal access to schooling for 
the children. The separation of the two 

The two brothers, Hatem (left) and Faisal (middle) along with their 11 children. Missing from the photo are Hatem’s wife Najah, 
and Faisal’s wife Riam. PHOTO Submitted

families was difficult: fraught with anxiety 
for one another and filled with hope for the 
opportunities that might arise in the future, 
they kept in touch through WhatsApp and 
set the goal of being reunited in Canada 
over the coming years.

In 2018, with the support of the diocese 
of New Westminster, TASC began the work 
to sponsor Hatem. More donations were 
needed to support this second larger family, 
and it was with the help of the Parish of St. 

Mary Magdalene that TASC was successful 
in being able to provide tax receipts for this 
second round of donations. 

After a number of disappointing delays 
for Hatem and his family (thanks in part to 
the covid-19 pandemic), TASC witnessed 
the powerful reunification of these two 
brothers and their families at the airport. 
And after isolating for two weeks in tempo-
rary housing, Hatem and his family moved 
into a nice rental home just a ten minute 

walk from Faisal’s home.
In April, four months after arrival, all 

of the children, with the exception of the 
youngest, are in school and are quickly 
picking up English. Important Canadian 
documents, cards and benefits have been 
obtained, bank accounts have been set up, 
and ongoing medical and dental care is 
underway. It is a great relief to them, and 
to TASC, that they are beginning to benefit 
from access in Canada to good education, 
health and dental care, and to support from 
sponsors and government. Formal English 
classes for the parents have been delayed 
due to covid but interim measures are in 
place until face-to-face lessons return. 

As expected, the two families are de-
lighted to be reunited and enjoying living 
in close proximity. Out of necessity, they 
form a very large covid “bubble” of four 
adults and 11 children ranging in age from 
8 months to 16 years. They gather in one 
another’s homes in support of establishing 
new lives in Canada, and few weeks go by 
without a birthday celebration for some-
one! TASC members accompany them to 
appointments, carry out behind the scenes 
support activities, have regular meetings 
with them via Zoom, and are pleased to 
witness their growing independence in 
managing day-to-day activities.

Hatem, Faisal and their families as well 
as The Arbutus Support Council are ex-
tremely grateful for the assistance provided 
by the diocese of New Westminster and the 
Parish of St. Mary Magdalene. W

Bishop Stephens’s sermon, Peace Be With You is available online 
as video, audio and text on the diocesan website at https://www.
vancouver.anglican.ca/podcasts/media/2021-04-18-peace-be-with-you

grill. A label containing cooking instructions was fixed to 
each box. Upon arrival, the registered recipient of the lunch 
box gave a donation (a suggested donation of $20 was a 
bargain) and Bishop John was present to greet them and 
give them their order. The first to arrive was Sharon Grove 
who is the Parish Administrator at Holy Trinity, Vancou-
ver and at the time Rev. Wilson’s colleague on Diocesan 
Council from the Archdeaconry of Granville. Sharon was 
kind enough to send a great photo of the meal after she 
had followed the cooking directions.

While gathering outside physically distanced the half 
dozen of us chatted and enjoyed the beautiful spring sun-
shine. There were others in the garden area, children playing, 

Teach My Heart This Day, Where & How to Find You

people tending to the plants and a few people spent some 
time in front of a small tree in full bloom.

Rev. Wilson explains:

“The cherry blossom tree was donated by the preschool (which 
rents from the parish) in memory of a long time and much 
beloved teacher, Aya, who died suddenly last winter of cancer. 
Originally from Japan, Teacher Aya was a source of inspiration 
and dedication to the work of forming future generations of 
children in patterns of inquisitive play, loving community, and 
wondering questions. Teacher Aya had a passion for garden-
ing, always teaching the kids the importance of growing their 
own vegetables and loved being outside — especially during 
Sakura season. The tree stands as a memorial to her incredible 
passions and has become a beautiful addition to our parish 
environment.” 

All in all, April 18, 2021, was a good morning of worship 
and fellowship during covidtide and a testimony to the 
resilience of faith communities. The food prepared by the 
folks at St. Anselm’s is FANTASTIC so please consider 
participating in the Sweet Strawberry Social scheduled for 
June 19, 2021. Online orders opened May 19 so bookmark 
the St. Anselm’s website for more information. W

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

The wee tree described in the penultimate paragraph. PHOTO Randy Murray 

Robert picks up lunch. PHOTO Randy Murray

Sharon Grove, ODNW picks up lunch from the Bishop. PHOTO Randy Murray Sharon’s dinner. PHOTO Sharon Grove
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Farewell to a Good Shepherd
Episcopal visit to St. Stephen’s, West Vancouver:  
Farewell to Canon Jonathan LLoyd
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

On Sunday, April 25, Easter IV, the Sunday in Easter of-
ten referred to as “Good Shepherd Sunday,” Bishop John 
Stephens visited his Parish of St. Stephen, West Vancouver. 
Worship was Morning Prayer, celebrated in the sanctuary 
of St. Stephen’s with the majority of the worship leaders 
present and the combined congregations of St. Stephen’s 
and neighbouring St. Christopher’s participating in the 
liturgy via Zoom. Leading the worship onsite were: Canon 
LLoyd as MC and Gospeller; Bishop John Stephens who 
was Celebrant and Preacher; Director of Music, organist, 
Dr. Annabelle Paetsch; Reader, Sharon Wright who offered 
the First Reading, Acts 4:5-12 and Psalm 23 onsite; and Bella, 
the LLoyd’s beloved dog.

This would also be the final liturgy attended by the 
Rector of St. Stephen’s, Canon Jonathan LLoyd who after 
a four and a half year incumbency would be returning to 
his home in England. Bella, the “Church Dog” was born 
in England six years ago, attended every church service at 
St. Stephen’s and will be returning to England on the same 
plane with Canon LLoyd to be reunited with Sue LLoyd.

The Zoom attendance was substantial, with some per-
spective attendees disappointed as the capacity of the St. 
Stephen’s Zoom license was quickly reached, restricting the 
viewers to under 100.

Following the liturgy there was an after party on Zoom 
with tributes and gifts presented to the departing rector by 
members of the St. Stephen’s congregation.

Bishop John made numerous references to Canon 
LLoyd’s departure in his sermon:

“It is a great honour to be with you on this day in particular 
as your beloved rector, Jonathan, is retiring and heading back 
to England. When Jonathan told me that he was going to be 
retiring I was a little bit rude to him, I have to admit and told 
him that he should stay. You see I didn’t want him to retire, I 
wanted him to be staying in ministry here in the diocese for a 
good many more years. I value Jonathan’s insight, his experi-

ence in ministry, his perspective, his wisdom, his faith, his hope 
and trust in God. Jonathan knows what ministry is all about 
and that it is centred on relationships. Relationship with God 
(Father, Son and Holy Spirit) and relationship with the people 
of the parish, the people of the surrounding community, the 
people of the deanery and archdeaconry and diocese. Jonathan 
is very aware of the depth of love that God has for him and 
how he is called to live that and show that.”

Bishop Stephen’s concluded his sermon with these words 
about Canon LLoyd:

“Jonathan was ordained a Deacon in the Southwark Diocese 
in 1990. Since that time, he has served in a variety of ways 
in England, Europe and of course here at St. Stephen’s West 
Vancouver. Today marks the day that he is retiring. It is a time, 
I am sure, of mixed emotions as the joys and celebrations come 
to mind but also the eagerness to move on to quieter things 
and a different pace of life. Jonathan has invited many people 
over those years to discover the green pastures and the still 
waters, to discover the Good Shepherd who leads us, the one 
who walks with us no matter what valley we walk through. 
May Jonathan know God’s blessing upon him and with him 
and through him as he journeys from here. Jonathan is a kind 
and caring shepherd to so many, one who knows the voice 
and the compassion of the Good Shepherd and lived that out 
throughout his ministry and throughout his living. 

May we who have known Jonathan be influenced by 
his words and actions to be resurrection people because 
we know God’s voice telling us I am with you now and 
always.”W

Watch, listen or read Bishop John Stephen’s sermon at  
https://www.vancouver.anglican.ca/podcasts/
media/2021-04-25-good-shepherd-sunday.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Canon LLoyd prepares for the Zoom liturgy. 

The rector, Sharon Wright and Bella are on deck ready for the First Reading,  
Acts 4:5-12. 

Anabelle Paetsch at the organ. Bella. 

Canon LLoyd proclaiming the Gospel, John 10:11-18. Bishop John offers a blessing. Canon LLoyd kneels, receiving the Bishop’s Blessing. 
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Community in the Time of Coronavirus
Hineni House Update 2021
CLARE MORGAN
Hineni Community Director; Chaplain of St. Jude's Care Home; Priest of the diocese of New Westminster

On March 6, 2020, I arrived with the Rev. Heidi Brear and 
the four residents of Hineni House at an Airbnb in Garden 
Bay, Sechelt territory. 

Hineni House is an intentional community sponsored 
by St. Margaret’s, Cedar Cottage, in East Vancouver. An 
innovative ministry hosted in the church’s former rectory, 
Hineni House aims to provide a home for young adults 
(ages 18 – 30ish) looking to live together and learn about 
spirituality, whatever form that might take, in placements 
for up to three years. It is interfaith and queer/trans affirm-
ing, and offers weekly programming which helps to build 
a sense of community, transform conflict, and facilitate 
discussion on a wide variety of spiritual topics, from prayer 
practices to the Enneagram to guest speakers from a mul-
titude of sacred traditions.

Once a year, all residents and staff go on retreat some-
where offsite. We’ve been to Rivendell Retreat Centre on 
Nex̱wlélex̱m (Bowen Island), and Consolation House at 
Gibsons Landing in Skwxwú7mesh territory, but this year 
we had to think outside the box as we couldn’t get space 
at a time that worked for everyone. The Airbnb house was 
perfect for us — large, stunning picture windows, a nice 
big kitchen for our shared meals, and a walkway down to a 
stony beach area. We stood there that evening, singing the 
songs we always sing to mark our time together: Welcome 
Here by Rachael Weasley, and All Shall Be Well by the Rev. 
Andrew Halladay. That day had been perfectly clear, and yet 
in perfect BC March fashion we woke up the next morning 
to a light dusting of snow.

We explored the theme of exile and pilgrimage that 
weekend, using a small makeshift Desert Box inspired by 
the Godly Play curriculum, and guided meditations on 
three passages: Matthew 4:1-11, Jesus’s temptation; Exodus 
3:1-6, the story of Moses at the burning bush; and Surah 
19, the Qur’anic account of the birth of Jesus, which took 
place in the desert. As we contemplated this time of exile 
together, we were more and more unsettled by the news 
of covid-19 spreading across the globe and altering our 
lives. It was strange to watch from our tiny slice of calm 
as we played music and cooked and laughed and enjoyed 

Gathered round the table at first night of programming for this group in 2019. 
PHOTO Heidi Brear

each other’s company.
Although I did attend one more Eucharist after that, 

the retreat felt like the last real onsite event I took part in 
before the pandemic shut down the world.

Thankfully, that year’s cohort of “Hinenites” (as I af-
fectionately call them) were a deeply bonded group of 
women who supported each other pretty well over the 
course of that first year. We were able to switch to Zoom 
for our weekly gatherings, and it was an okay substitute 
although we all missed eating dinner together. We had a 
lot to adapt, but it wasn’t as onerous as it could have been. 
We had some gatherings in the beautiful backyard once 
the weather got warmer, and we were even able to do an 
adapted house blessing with a re-purposed Beating of the 
Bounds liturgy on Zoom that didn’t require anyone to enter. 
There was much to celebrate, mourn, and pray for over 
that year: losses, wins, pain, laughter, and personal crises 
were ever-present and monumental, but all through it, the 
women of Hineni persevered. It reminded me, in a way I 
never could have discovered on my own, of the huge gift 
of supportive community, and the strength it brings to so 
many in times of hardship.

This year, Hineni House has several spots available, 
and we are curious about who God might send to us. Our 
people have brought strengths and growing edges, stories of 
triumph and trauma, and as many images of the divine as 
have lived within our sheltering walls. We have been, and 
are, a home for spiritual wanderers of all stripes: Canadian 
citizens and immigrants, refugee claimants, queer and trans 
folks, men, women, and nonbinary people, introverts and 
extroverts, every number on the Enneagram, every colour 
and creed. 

Maybe we can be a home for you, or someone you love.
Wherever you are and whoever you are on this journey, 

you are welcome here. W

Learn more about Hineni House at hinenihouse.org, and be sure to 
like them on Facebook. You can also contact the Rev. Clare Morgan 
(they/them), community director, at hinenihouse@gmail.com.

Following the service, the congregation and local dignitaries 
presented their accolades to the rector. The initial presenter 
was the Mayor of West Vancouver, Mary Ann Booth, who 
described the value of Jonathan’s service to the community. 
Following her was the Rev. Karen Urquhart, rector of 
neighbouring church, St. Christopher’s, who described 
Jonathan as a friend and colleague who brought the two 
parishes together, particularly valuable during the challenge 
of going online for covid safety. 

The members of St. Stephen’s congregation carried on 
in a similar vein, beginning with Wendy Bain, Pastoral 
Care chair, citing Jonathan’s kindness, thoughtfulness and 
inclusive manner. Dr. Annabelle Paetsch, Minister of Music, 
noted his support and appreciation for the value of music 
in worship. David Petitpierre described the church’s support 
of the Scouts for over 100 years and the use of the church 
for community groups such as Alcoholics Anonymous, and 
the childcare facility, Olive Grove, onsite. Tom Gunn, Rec-

After Worship Farewell Zoom
HILARY CLARK
St. Stephen’s, West Vancouver 

The 2020 “Hinenites” together during the retreat at Garden Bay. PHOTO Clare Morgan 

tor’s Warden, continued with the legacy the rector left for 
everyone in a vision of a post-covid St. Stephen’s church. 

A traditional “purse” from the congregation was pre-
sented to Jonathan by Sharon Wright who had started the 
morning off by reading the lesson and the Psalm. Good 
wishes abounded for Jonathan and his wife, Sue, and their 
family now enriched by the first grandchild, Henry. 

Farewell to a Good Shepherd

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

On a philosophical note, Tennyson encapsulates it all 
with the Morte D’Arthur quote: 

“The old order changeth, yielding place to new, 
And God fulfils Himself in many ways, 
Lest one good custom should corrupt the world.” W

Dialing in the Zoom coordinates for the after-worship farewell party. Unmasked, archival bishop and rector posed photo.
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The Spirit is Up to Something in Whistler
CAMERON GUTJAHR
Rector, St. John the Divine, Squamish

When I was a student, a few years ago at Huron College 
in London, Ontario, I had to do a number of student 

“faux-liturgies” for my presiding class. As part of these great 
learning opportunities, we students got to do the whole 
shebang, including making the bulletin, which meant in-
venting a parish. We took this as an opportunity for some 
light-hearted fun. I think my favourite imaginary church 
was invented by my classmate: Our Lady of Perpetual 
Motion — comedic genius! As for me, I dreamt up a little 
church back on the West Coast, in Whistler, and named it 
St. Bernard’s (ha ha ha. Like the dogs, get it?!) 

It was only later that I learned that my first incumbency 
would be at St. John the Divine in Squamish, just down 

the highway from Whistler. In fact, Whistler technically 
falls within the bounds of the parish. Hilarious! What 
a coincidence! However, I didn’t really have any serious 
thoughts about Whistler — there was plenty of work to 
do in Squamish, especially for someone who still had that 
new priest smell. 

That changed as the months passed and I began to 
connect with different groups and individuals in Whistler. 
There were people there who expressed interest — excite-
ment even — for some kind of local ministry. There was 
energy; the Spirit seemed to be up to something in Whistler. 
So, praying profusely, we stepped forward in faith. 

In the pandemic, a small group of people from Whistler 
have begun a process of discernment; dreaming, praying, 
and planning for what a worshipping community might 
look like there. It is even something that the St. John’s 
community in Squamish has chosen to own and support 
by lifting them up in prayer, setting aside a small amount of 
money in the budget for the project, and adopting Whistler 
as a ministry goal for the year.

Over the past months, one of the many things that we 
have talked about has been a name. What we call ourselves 
is important. It can help shape identity and communicate 
who we are, both for those on the inside, as well as those 
on the outside. 

After some discussion and prayer, the discerning com-
munity settled on St. Bernard’s (joke’s on me). However, it 

Bishop Brent Alawas of the  
Episcopal Diocese of Northern Philippines  
Elected Prime Bishop of Episcopal Church of the Philippines
Here is a report about the 11th Regular Synod of the Episcopal 
Church in the Philippines (April 7 and 8) from Attorney Floyd 
Lawlet (think Chancellor in our diocesan structure) forwarded 
to diocesan communications and Topic from the Rev. Arvin 
Amayag, Vicar of St. Mary the Virgin, Sapperton. Episcopal 
Diocese of Northern Philippines (EDNP) is now gearing up 
for an episcopal election. Please keep EDNP, our companion 
diocese in your prayers as they enter this time of transition. 
More information about this appointment and the installa-
tion of the Most Rev. Brent Alawas as Prime Bishop will be 
communicated as it becomes available.

Meeting in a hybrid platform, with most delegates physi-
cally gathered in diocesan venues and nationally inter-
connected through Zoom, the 11th Regular Synod of the 
Episcopal Church in the Philippines met on April 7 up to 
noontime of the next day, electing on first ballot the lone 
nominee for the next Prime Bishop. The Rt. Rev. Brent 
Harry W. Alawas, Bishop of Northern Philippines, will 
succeed the Most Rev. Joel A. Pachao who will retire in 
July 2021.

Prior to the Synod, eight three-hour pre-Synod con-
ferences were held in a similar platform since January to 
discuss proposed constitutional and canonical amendments, 
financial reports and budget for the next triennium, reports 
of dioceses, institutions, organizations and programs and 
proposed resolutions. Questions and answers, comments 
and suggestions were continuously made through social 
media, text messages and phone calls. The official reception 
of reports, approval of budget, proposed amendments and The Most Rev. Brent Alawas. PHOTO Topic archives

resolutions were finally done at the formal sessions of the 
Synod. Two Bible studies and liturgical celebrations also 
highlighted the national gathering.

Consistent with its theme, Recovering our Prophetic 
Ministry, the Synod approved a resolution expressing 
opposition to the Anti-Terror Law and to consequent 
red-tagging — “the act of labelling, branding, naming and 
accusing individuals and/or organizations of being left-leaning, 
subversives, communists or terrorists (used as) a strategy… by 
State agents, particularly law enforcement agencies and the 
military, against those perceived to be ‘threats’ or ‘enemies’ of 
the State…” It also called for a more vigorous and com-
passionate approach to combat covid-19 and its variants. 
Meanwhile, taking action on the call of the Prime Bishop, 
the Visayas Mission Area will be elevated into a missionary 
diocese within the next triennium.

The other major accomplishment of Synod was the 
approval of more than 50 proposed amendments to the 
Church’s constitution and canons. Some of these are seen as 
removing institutional obstacles that hinder a more vibrant 
and dynamic mission and ministry. This includes formal 
recognition of worshippers or those who are not baptized 
or received members but who are actively and regularly 
participating in worship and in the ministry of the Church 
and the grant of equal status and privileges to them. Also, a 
mission area can now be established by the national church 
even within the jurisdiction of existing dioceses if there is 
no on-going work or future plan by the diocese concerned. 
Finally, lay ministries have been expanded to recognize lay 
pastors, evangelists and preachers. W

is kind of perfect, and not just because everyone seems to 
have a dog in the Sea to Sky corridor. It fits so well because 
of the saint behind those well-known animals. 

St. Bernard of Montjoux, for whom the dogs are named, 
was an 11th century priest and archdeacon with responsibil-
ity over a section of the Italian Alps. Part of his ministry and 
legacy were two hostels located in treacherous mountain 
passes to which he gathered a monastic community to live 
and work. They offered hospitality and shelter to lost and 
weary travellers. For centuries, these praying communities 
(along with their faithful dogs) provided aid and sanctuary 
to all who needed it. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

“What a beautiful guiding vision  
for what this new thing might be 
 — a place of sanctuary and rest  

for the lost, lonely and weary in Whistler.  
It is also a vision that reminds us  
that a small praying community,  

with God’s help,  
can make a real difference  

in the world.” 

Every Anglican entity needs a “bulletin.” A Whistler winter scene. ALL PHOTOS Cameron Gutjahr
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in memoriam

The Venerable  
Charles “Charlie” Wilkins, Priest
March 25, 1927 – April 20, 2021

Charlie was born in Toronto, Ontario. He was a graduate 
of Huron Anglican Church College and the University of 
Western Ontario. Charlie married Mary Long in his final 
year at Huron.

In 1954, following his ordination, he served a curacy 
in the diocese of Calgary. In November 1955, Charlie was 
appointed rector of the Alberta parish of Mirror, Bashaw, 
and Alix. In 1958, he moved his ministry to Olds and 
Didsbury with care of Harmattan.

Moving to the diocese of New Westminster, Charlie 
served as Rector of St. Stephen, West Vancouver starting 
in 1963. 

In 1970, Archbishop Godfrey Gower appointed Charlie, 
Archdeacon of Vancouver. This appointment was renewed 
by Archbishop David Somerville in 1971. Charlie was also 
Assistant to the Bishop during the episcopacies of Arch-
bishop Somerville and Archbishop Hambidge. The Ven. Charles “Charlie” Wilkins. PHOTO Castenet Online News 

In 1985, Charlie moved to the diocese of Kootenay 
where he served as Executive Assistant to Bishop Fraser 
Berry and later to Archbishop David Crawley. Upon retire-
ment in 1992, he served in interim ministry and later be-
came honorary assistant at St. Andrew’s Okanagan Mission.

Charlie is survived by his wife Mary; their children, 
John (Barb), Don (Linda) and Catherine Stashyn (Jamie); 
and his grandchildren, Catherine Wilkins, Brianne Sex-
smith, Matt Wilkins, and Josh and Derek Stashyn.

There will be a celebration of Charlie’s life and interment 
of ashes when it is safe for his family and friends to gather 
together to remember him.W

Written with files from Archbishop Lynne McNaughton  
and Castenet online news service.

Dora Winifred Harvey (nee Millward), ODNW 
August 30, 1929 – March 28, 2021

Dora Harvey was born in the village of Carcroft, in the 
town of Doncaster, in Yorkshire, England. As a schoolgirl, 
Dora was a voracious reader, a field hockey player, and a 
Girl Guide. She was baptized, confirmed and married at 
All Saints, a 13th Century church in the village of Owston 
near Doncaster. 

Following her husband, she immigrated to Canada in 
1954, aboard RMS Ascania. She often described how, after 
landing at Halifax, she spent days crossing this giant coun-
try by train, growing sadder with every snowy and frozen 
mile, until the train entered the Fraser Valley for its final 
leg, and she saw her first greenery since leaving England. 
Apart from a two-year return to England in 1961, Dora 
lived in the Vancouver area, moving to the North Shore 
in 1964 shortly after her return from the UK. 

By the time her children were teenagers Dora was 
a single working mother. Life was never easy, but Dora 
approached it with optimism. Dora’s faith was always an 
important part of her life. She was dedicated to her parish 
of St. Richard’s, Norgate where for many years she served 
as warden, and took on numerous roles in the parish. She 
reluctantly participated in the parish Vestry vote to close 
the parish in 2009, and oversaw its eventual closing in 2010. 
For several years in the 1990s, Dora was on Synod staff as 
the receptionist at the Synod Office. Following the closing 
of St. Richard’s, Dora became a member of St. Catherine’s, 
Capilano. In 2011, she was invested into the Order of the 
Diocese of New Westminster (ODNW). Her citation reads:

Dora held several leadership positions at St. Richard’s culminat-
ing in several years as Warden until they reluctantly voted to 
close in December 2009. Today Dora is an active and valued 

Dora receives the ODNW medal and ribbon from Archdeacon Ronald Harrison at 
Christ Church Cathedral on November 6, 2011. PHOTO Wayne Chose

member of the parish of St. Catherine. Dora is faithful and 
wise and never hesitant to ask the tricky questions about the 
faith or the church.

Before the pandemic, Dora would walk to all her appoint-
ments and would think nothing of catching transit to 
watch the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra (VSO) perform. 
covid-19 hit her hard, taking away her exercise classes, her 
book club and her visiting, but, like many of us, she learned 
to Zoom and shop online.

Dora tried cross country skiing, loved birds, subscribed 
to the VSO, and supported public broadcasting, progres-
sive politics and environmental causes. Dora was an early 
supporter of Salal + Cedar Watership Discipleship Ministry, 
the diocesan church plant developed by the Rev. Laurel 
Dykstra who served at St. Catherine’s. Dora was a caring 
mother, a proud grandmother and was cherished by her 
many friends. She maintained her determined optimism 
until the end, telling the vicar that, “Dying is like dancing.”

She is survived by children, Beverley and Mark (Dawn); 
granddaughters, Bronwyn, Madeline, and Jane; brother, 
Alan (New Jersey); and sister, Anne (Doncaster) who writes: 

“God bless you, Dora. May you rest in peace and rise in 
Glory. From your loving sister.”

A Celebration of Life was held Saturday, April 17 at St. 
Catherine’s and was livestreamed. W

Prepared with files from  
the St. Catherine’s, Capilano Order of Service bulletin  
and the Obituary in the North Shore News.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

The Spirit is Up to Something in Whistler

What a beautiful guiding vision for what this new thing 
might be — a place of sanctuary and rest for the lost, lonely 
and weary in Whistler. It is also a vision that reminds us 
that a small praying community, with God’s help, can make 
a real difference in the world. 

I’m going to be honest with you, it’s exciting and a 
little scary. I’m not really sure what I am doing (I’ve never 
done anything like this before!) We don’t really have that 
many resources. It might not work out at all. However, we 
are taking a chance. We are praying together, a lot. We are 
allowing ourselves to ask, “why not?” We are giving our-
selves permission to dream a little bigger than we thought 
we were allowed. 

So, my friends, I invite you to pray for this little thing 
happening at the edge of our diocese. Pray that we might 
be formed and inspired by the Spirit through the example 
of our patron and brother in Christ, Bernard. I also invite 
you to join us in taking a chance and doing something a 
little scary where you are, asking “why not,” allowing your-
self to dream a little bigger. I hope that sometime in the 
future you might be able to join us at St. Bernard’s up in 
Whistler for some rest and prayer and tell us all about it. W The view of the mountains just north of Squamish through the windows of St. John’s. 
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A Photo for Reflection
SUBMISSION Paul Woehrle, St. Cuthbert, Delta

Some Easter Day Worship Around the Diocese 

As the days lengthened in Eastertide, subtle beauty revealed and a longing for sharing in the Eucharistic Feast. 

Many thanks to the Rev. Alecia Greenfield 
for forwarding photos taken by St. Francis-
in-the-Wood parishioner, Theresa Odishaw, 
ODNW. Even with tightening restrictions 
it was still possible to have the seaside, 
sunrise service in Caulfeild. This liturgy 
is usually attended by many in the Sea to 
Sky and North Vancouver deaneries but for 
2021, only Regional Dean and Rector of St. 
Stephen’s, West Vancouver, Canon Jona-
than LLoyd joined the St. Francis cohort. 

As a Sea to Sky bonus we’ve included a 
photo of the early morning Easter Sunday 
sky over the roof of St. John the Divine, 
Squamish posted on Easter Day by the Rev. 
Cameron Gutjahr.

Taking Holy Communion outside and 
to the streets didn’t just happen at Christ 
Church Cathedral on Easter Day, there 
were a number of parishes that offered 
the Body of Christ and prayers outdoors. 
Many thanks to St. John’s, Shaughnessy's 
(SJS) photographer extraordinary, Derek 
Simpkins for these photos of the public 
Eucharistic component on Easter Sunday 
after the livestream liturgy.

And one more… St. Cuthbert’s, Delta 
had a Zoom Holy Communion with 
reception in the parking lot between 
11:30am – 12:30pm. Len and Val Reimer 
greeted people as they arrived, received of-
ferings, gave children a treat bag and placed 
the flowers people brought to the Easter 
Cross. Fifty people received the Body of 
Christ through open windows served with 
long tongs. W

Members of the Parish of St. Francis greeting Easter Day in Caulfeild.

Hannah and Jasper.

Sunrise above Garibaldi Highlands. 

Drive by outdoor Holy Communion at St. John’s, Shaughnessy.

Parking lot at St. Cuthbert’s. PHOTO Barb Steele

Walk by outdoor Holy Communion at St. John’s, Shaughnessy.

The Dezells join in the walk by outdoor Holy Communion at St. John’s, Shaughnessy.
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Diocesan School for Parish Development Suspended for 2021

Nominations Committee Promos 
A New Twist in Synod Prep

The films can be viewed on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCayDHQ3uoxP6xilMX5tII3Q 

On Monday, April 19, Director for Mis-
sion and Ministry of the diocese of New 
Westminster, the Rev. Tellison Glover reluc-
tantly announced that the School for Parish 
Development will be suspended for 2021. 

The School’s leadership realized a few 
weeks ago that a limited attendance onsite 
version tentatively scheduled for the fourth 
week of July would not take place as the 
increased level of infections, the continuing 
domination of the pandemic and the pro-
longing of the Provincial Health Officer’s 
orders on gathering made it impossible to 
book a venue for the six days of the Summer 
Intensive program. 

An online version of the School was be-
ing developed and the plan was to launch 
that in June, however the ability to gather 

Diocesan Synod 2021 with the theme: 
Wonderful are your works; that I know very 
well (Psalm 139:14b) was the first Diocesan 
Synod (not to be confused with October 3, 

LEFT Hope pauses between takes. RIGHT Hope Sealy, ODNW presenting on camera. 

even in small groups to put together the 
curriculum and to provide the students with 
the best possible experience was proving dif-
ficult so the decision was made to suspend 
the School for 2021.

The Diocesan School for Parish Devel-
opment, a satellite of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Olympia’s College for Congregational 
Development founded by then-Canon and 
now-Archbishop Melissa Skelton began life 
in our diocese as the Diocesan School for 
Leadership in 2012, and is now present in 
a number of dioceses across North America. 

For more information and updates 
about the Diocesan School for Parish De-
velopment moving forward please refer to 
the pages on the diocesan website. W

2020 Electoral Synod) with only the execu-
tive in attendance and the plenary of Synod 
attending the meeting online. 

Key elements of Synod which MUST 

take place are the elections. There are 
more than 50 Officers of Synod elected or 
appointed. Most are elected. For Synod 
2021, the Nominations chaired by Susanne 
Stockdill, ODNW requested that diocesan 
communications put together seven brief 
promotional films describing the following 
Synod entities:

 • Diocesan Council 
 • Bishop’s Advisory Committee  
  on Appointments (BACA) 
 • General Synod Delegates 
 • Provincial Synod Delegates
 • Court of the Diocese of New Westminster
 • Synod Secretaries
 • Anglican Initiatives Fund Administrators

In the promotional films, the function of 
the entity along with the expectations and 
responsibilities associated with fulfilling the 
offices is described.

The promo films are co-presented 
by two members of the diocese of New 
Westminster: Hope Sealy, ODNW, a news 
and current affairs broadcast veteran of a 
number of media outlets in Jamaica, Great 
Britain and Canada; and Charlie Demers, 
stand-up comedian, voice actor, novelist, 
filmmaker and producer, well-known for 
his participation on CBC Radio One’s 
comedy panel show The Debaters and one 
of the hosts of the CityNews show, The List.

The promos were written by the com-
mittee in collaboration with diocesan com-
munications and the films were shot and 
edited by Cliff Caprani with direction and 
production by diocesan communications 
officer, Randy Murray.

The films will remain as Public posts on 
the diocesan YouTube channel as one of the 
goals of the promos was that they endure 
and may be used again for future Synods. W

Cliff resets the teleprompter for Charlie Demers. ALL PHOTOS Randy Murray

Archbishop Skelton instructing a class during the 2018 Summer Intensive at UBC. PHOTO Randy Murray
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Joy is Highly Contagious
SUBMISSION Gilli McLaren, All Saints, Mission

Barb’s Friends. PHOTO Gilli McLaren

Clergy News Around the Diocese

In our family they are known as Barbara’s 
friends. We usually find these men in 
downtown Mission, gathered just outside 
the recycling depot. They are so gracious, 
always greeting us with joy as if meeting 
an old friend. We collect our empty cans 
and bottles to give to them; maybe they can 
make a little money (with some dignity) 
by recycling. In the pre-covid days, we 
sometimes bought them a treat from nearby 
MacDonald’s, especially when we wanted 
to get our favourite savoury: Chicken 
McNuggets.

As winter approached, my wife Barbara 
decided to knit woollen caps for them. 
Recently, I presented the toques, and they 
were so delighted to receive something new, 
something just for them as I suspect that 
they are more often the recipients of used 
things. The “thank you’s” that erupted were 
from the bottom of their hearts. As I sat in 
the car to drive away, I saw in the rear-view 
mirror that they were excitedly putting on 
the toques. I got out and walked back to 
ask them if I could take a picture. They 
were thrilled, and the man on the left, put 
on his aviator glasses, Joe Biden style, and 
they happily posed with thumbs up signs.

And I reflected and asked the question, 

The bishop has licensed the Rev. Christine 
Wilson formerly of St. Faith’s as a deacon at 
St. Mary, Kerrisdale as of February 7, 2021.

The Rev. Pat Ratcliffe has been licensed 
as deacon at St. Catherine of Alexandria and 
St. Laurence, Coquitlam effective April 14.

The Rev. Alecia Greenfield was ap-
pointed Vicar of Church of the Holy Cross, 
Vancouver effective May 1. She succeeds the 
Rev. Lucy Price who completed her ministry 
April 25. Alecia continues as the Curate of 
St Francis-in-the-Wood (40% time) in May 
and June. Rev. Greenfield will also join the 
Synod Office program staff one day per 
week beginning July 1. 

Bishop Stephens appointed the Rev. 
Ken Vinal as Rector of St. Stephen, West 
Vancouver effective June 1. Ken is a priest 
from the diocese of Central Florida but has 
been living and licensed in the diocese of 
New Westminster for several years. He will 
succeed Canon Jonathan LLoyd.

In the diocese of Central Florida of the 
Episcopal Church, he served as Chaplain 
of Trinity Preparatory School from 2000 to 
2017. Originally from Jacksonville, Florida, 
Rev. Vinal was raised in the Presbyterian 
Church, and in university joined the Epis-
copal Church. 

He holds a Bachelor of Science in ac-
counting from the University of Florida, 
and a Master of Divinity from the Uni-
versity of the South (Sewanee). Rev. Vinal 
was ordained a deacon and priest in the 
diocese of Florida, Episcopal Church. He 
served as assistant rector at Good Shepherd, 
Lexington, Kentucky; as assistant rector at 
Holy Trinity, Melbourne, Florida; as rec-
tor of St. Johns, Kissimmee, Florida; and 
as Chaplain of Trinity Preparatory School, 
Winter Park, Florida. Ken also served as an 
associate priest to St. Matthews, Orlando. 
In addition to his chaplain ministry, Ken 
oversaw the school’s building of 17 Habitat 
for Humanity houses. He also coached 
the boys cross country team to seven state 
championships, and two small-school na-
tional championships.

After consulting with clergy in the Sea 
to Sky deanery, Bishop John Stephens hav-
ing heard a consensus appointed the Rector 
of St. John’s, Squamish, the Rev. Cameron 
Gutjahr, Regional Dean of Sea to Sky effec-
tive May 4, 2021. The appointment is for a 
two-year term that is renewable (depending 
on mutual agreement) from Synod on May 
15, 2021. Rev Gutjahr succeeds Canon 
Jonathan LLoyd who completed his min-
istry in the diocese, May 1, 2021.

Captain (Ret.) the Rev. Gordon Barrett 
(Padre Gord), Deacon at All Saints’, South 
Burnaby since 2016, has been honoured 
with a lifetime appointment as Chaplain 
to the British Columbia Regiment. Captain 
(Ret.) Barrett’s responsibilities at the parish 
will change somewhat with this appoint-
ment. All Saints is also served by Deacon, 
the Rev. Leah Skuro. Padre Gord will 
retire as Regional Dean of South Burnaby/
Royal City deanery in the diocese of New 
Westminster on May 15, 2021 after serving 
the maximum of three terms. More details 
about his appointment and changes to his 
role at All Saints’ will be available on the 
diocesan website and in the September/
October issue of Topic.

The Rev. Gordon Shields resigned his 
ministry as Vicar of St. Oswald, Port Kells 
on May 31, 2021, and re-retired. Gordon 
and his spouse Val will return to Winnipeg 
where they have family. During Gordon’s 
time here in the diocese of New Westmin-
ster, he was very active as Sunday Supply 
and also in interim ministry at a number 
of parishes including, St. George, Maple 
Ridge and Holy Spirit, Whonnock. Gordon 
celebrated 50 years of ordained ministry 
on May 16.

The Rev. Helen Dunn has been ap-
pointed Rector of St. Clement, Lynn Valley 
and will begin on August 16. She currently 
lives in North Vancouver and this will allow 

around the diocese

“Is this what abundant life is? To be happy 
whatever my lot?” Their joy and laughter 
were undiluted, and highly contagious. As 

I drove away, I realized that I was feeling a 
different kind of infected. I was happy. W

her to be fully engaged and present in the 
parish. Helen is currently assistant priest 
(Vicar) at Christ Church Cathedral. She 
succeeds the Rev. André Stephany. The Rev. 

Paula Porter Leggett is Priest-in-Charge 
beginning on June 1 and through the inter-
regnum. W

The Rev. Gordon Shields reads the Psalm during worship at 
Holy Spirit, Whonnock, 2016. PHOTO Randy Murray

The Rev. Gordon Shields (left) and Archdeacon Stephen Muir (right) listen to deacon, 
the Rev. Chris Magrega during a Clergy Day in 2017. PHOTO Randy Murray

LEFT The Rev. Alecia Greenfield leads the worship from Caulfeild Point, Easter Day morning, 2021. PHOTO Theresa Odishaw, ODNW 
MIDDLE The Rev. Ken Vinal. PHOTO Submitted RIGHT The Rev. Helen Dunn. PHOTO Jennifer Ewing
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Corpus Christi - Patrick Street, 1936
HERBERT O'DRISCOLL
 Retired Priest of the diocese of Calgary, former Dean of the diocese of New Westminster and Rector of Christ Church Cathedral

It was my best friend Jim who suggested we 
go downtown to watch the Corpus Christi 
procession. As Church of Ireland boys, we 
were not sure what it was, but it sounded 
interesting. We were both nine. We told 
nobody where we were going. As we got 
near the city centre, we could hear church 
bells ringing. Soon we were moving within 
a great crowd. My memory is that it was a 
happy, boisterous crowd and this puzzled 
me. I was used to church occasions being 
quiet and serious.

Eventually we found ourselves in the 
main street of the city, surrounded by a 
solid mass of people. We knew we could 
see very little unless we got to the front, so 
we wormed our way through. We heard the 
distant sound of an army band, its music 
slow and solemn. Sunlight glinted on the 
brass instruments, the leader marched 
resplendent in white gloves carrying a 
staff that rose and fell to beat time for the 
band. Behind the musicians in their green 
uniforms marched a body of soldiers with 
rifles. There were other bands, too: pipers 
with swinging saffron kilts led by a major 
who hurled his gleaming staff into the air 
and caught it without missing a step.

Then came the children. Whenever 
I read of the Children’s Crusade in the 
Middle Ages, I think of this occasion. All 
the schools were closed, even our Church 
of Ireland schools, since Corpus Christi was 
a public holiday. The ruddy Irish faces of 
Wolf Cubs, Boy Scouts, and Girl Guides 
were beaming with excitement and self-
importance. No effort was made to get 
them to walk in step. They flowed along in 

Corpus Christi procession in Ireland circa mid-20th century.

a solid mass, dressed in their uniforms, ac-
knowledging the greetings from the crowd.

Then came the Catholic organizations: 
the Legion of Mary, the Confraternity of 
the Blessed Sacrament, the Solidarity of the 
Blessed Oliver Plunkett, and most dramati-
cally the Knights of Columbus with their 
drawn swords and black capes.

The next and climactic part of the pro-
cession rounds the curve of the wide street, 
and it eclipses everything else on this day: 
the bands, the uniforms, the crowds, the 
closed shops and schools. First comes the 
great white and gold canopy waving up and 
down, carried by priests. Under it, preceded 
and followed by more clergy, comes the 

bishop, magnificent in his vestments, bless-
ing everyone to right and left. The thought 
occurs to me that he might have some 
way of knowing that two Protestant boys 
are in the crowd. He looks as if he knows 
everything. I am relieved when he passes by, 
leaving us undetected.

Every eye is fixed on what is being borne 
before the bishop under the white canopy. 
A disc of gold on a long pole is carried by 
a tall, robed figure. In the centre of the 
golden frame is a small, pale circle: the 
Corpus Christi, the Body of Christ. The 
silence of the crowd changes to a strange 
sound, a kind of whispering wave of awe, 
as everyone kneels for the passing of the 

Freedom 55
STEPHEN ROWE
Rector the Anglican Parish of the Church of the Epiphany, Surrey

Over the past 20 years (since our arrival 
in Canada), we have often visited London 
Drugs for specials on chocolate biscuits, 
birthday cards and back in the day to get 
our photos printed. So, when the message 
came down that folks of a particular age 
could get a vaccine shot there, I took a look. 
At the time there was no BC option at our 
local store, but the other night, after a tip 
off from one of my kids, I looked and found 
a spot and duly registered.

Early in the pandemic we heard it would 
take months to provide a vaccine and of 
course over the last few months we have 
daily heard about the provision of the said 
vaccine. 

Over the last few weeks, family in the 
UK, as well as friends and parishioners, have 
been updating us about when they would 
get their shot; it is a constant theme at 
virtual Coffee Hour, and any other online 
gathering at this time.

I must say I am so grateful to those 
who have made this vaccination process 
possible. Those who have been prioritized 
were medical professionals, seniors, and 
First Nations people, and quite rightly so. 
The rest of us have had to wait and I have 
been content to do so. 

But now the time has come, and I was 
pleased to have this opportunity whilst real-
izing, as someone reminded me the other 
day, my life would not change that much. 
Until most of us are vaccinated, and that 
this still sometime in the future, we have to 
be carrying on with keeping to our bubbles, 
keeping our distance, and wearing a mask 
whenever we are out in public places.

What seemed so strange at first, ev-
eryone wearing masks, now is completely 

London Drugs, Western Canada’s large pharmacy and department store was a part of the pharmacy vaccination 
plan for the Province of BC. Weekly shipments of Astra Zeneca vaccine were allotted to pharmacies and 
during the period when Stephen had his shot, folks between the ages of 55 – 65 could make appointments. This 
pharmacy rollout began April 5, however the vaccination process evolved during the third wave.

normal.
At the same time many of us feel chal-

lenged by the continuing pandemic espe-
cially as cases grow again in BC. I’d hoped 
some weeks ago, that April might see us 
returning to onsite worship; this is clearly 
not going to happen for weeks to come. 

So, we have to continue with our rou-
tines, and doing church work at a distance. 
This has been interesting, not least because 
we have made connections through wor-
ship and study that likely might not have 
happened without the pandemic.

In spite of the challenges there is so 
much we can do to reach out to one another, 
support one another and be there for one 
another, even if we aren’t in person.

So, on Sunday evening at the appointed 
time we went the short distance to Lon-
don Drugs. The pharmacist was efficient, 
amusing and gave me all the information 

monstrance containing the Sacred Host. As 
Jim and I kneel I feel a sense of guilt about 
my parents not knowing where I am and 
what I am doing.

My memory fades after that most 
solemn of moments. Many other groups 
marched: policemen, nurses, civic organiza-
tions, professional guilds. As I think back, I 
realize I could not have grasped then that I 
was given a vision of a world made whole: 
an entire society unified by the primacy of 
the sacred, giving it absolute precedence 
over everything else: commerce, schooling, 
sports. I had a glimpse of Christendom even 
as it was already beginning to disappear in 
the greater world beyond the small, newly 
independent island I called home.

The memory of that day also serves as 
a future hope for the fragmented culture I 
now live in. I realize that such a day can-
not come again in the same way. However, 
that image of social unity inspires me to 
search for signs of wholeness about me, 
however faint and tenuous. The church 
that I watched passing by me on that Feast 
of Corpus Christi was at the time still 
glorious, confident, even imperial in its 
capacity to rule, to discipline, even to pun-
ish. Many faults are now ascribed to it in a 
very different age and society, and there is 
no doubt that they were, indeed, real and 
grievous faults. But for one glorious hour 
in those crowded streets, it challenged the 
so-called real world to dare to believe in a 
world much more real. Such were the gifts 
of Corpus Christi to a wide-eyed Protestant 
boy caught up in the surge of a vast, never 
to be forgotten, Roman Catholic tide. W

required. I said how grateful I was to be 
invited to get the vaccine. We even brought 
some chocolate biscuits to celebrate. 

My shot won’t change my life in the 
short term, but I am so extremely grate-
ful to those who made it possible as more 
and more of our population receive this all 
important vaccine. W
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The Sacred Circle | Beginnings
KERRY BAISLEY, ODNW
Missioner for Native Justice, diocese of New Westminster

These familiar words, take on a new mean-
ing when describing the groundwork being 
done in the Indigenous Anglican Church. 
The Sacred Circle is the name tentatively 
chosen for the church itself. And the 
church’s work is a process of widening and 
inclusive circles. 

Work is being done on a covenant, 
what some would call a constitution. A 
document, “Our Way of Life,” what some 
could call “canons” has also been developed. 
These documents are being reviewed and 
translated into Indigenous languages for 
consultation in local communities as well as 
the Anglican Council of Indigenous Peoples 
and the Indigenous House of Bishops 
Leadership Circle. According to Archbishop 
Mark MacDonald, these documents are to 
be “fulfilled and sealed” at a Eucharist in 
June 2022. 

While circles are unbroken, they can 
certainly be stretched, and covid-19 has 
challenged the Indigenous church with the 
loss of nine elder clergy. The community 
is working hard to respond to this great 
loss in leadership. The internet and online 
meetings are being used to train and sup-

port leaders with the goal of ordination and 
service in the community. 

Circles of connection are being main-
tained virtually through gospel-based 
discipleship, gospel jams and webinars. A 
widening of the circles of support is happen-
ing through efforts to establish youth call 
lines in ten areas across Canada in response 
to the fight against suicide and the promo-
tion of mental health supports.

And work is being done to broaden 
the circle of financial support to include 
our Indigenous clergy who are unpaid for 
their sacrificial care and ministry in their 
communities.

In these trying times let’s take a moment 
to remember and take actions to support 
the important work of The Sacred Circle 
as it develops structures and a process that 
furthers the Creators plan of salvation in 
our time. W

For more coverage, please refer to Joelle Kidd’s April 
29 article in the Anglican Journal online at  
https://www.anglicanjournal.com/key-documents-
of-indigenous-anglican-church-drafted/

“Look favourably on your whole church… 
carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation.”

Then-Primate Fred Hiltz blesses Archbishop Mark MacDonald shortly after addressing him as “Your Grace.”  
(General Synod: July 12, 2019) PHOTO Milos Tosic 

Anglican Church of Canada Archbishop Mark MacDonald with Bishop Lydia Mamakwa of the Indigenous Spiritual Ministry of 
Mishamikoweesh. (General Synod: July 12, 2019) PHOTO Anglican Church of Canada 

A door-to-door preacher once urged me that 
the first thing I should look for in Christian-
ity is an authority. He said all else will fall 
into place once I join the denomination 
which has divine authority. What I need 
is to do first is find a prophet, as God’s ap-
pointed, infallible spokesman. 

In reply, I pointed out that there are 
a number of denominations claiming to 
follow a divinely authorized prophet. The 
question becomes “which prophet?” The 
prophet could be Mohammed, or Joseph 
Smith of the Latter-day Saints, or Ellen G. 
White of the Seventh-day Adventists, or 
Herbert W. Armstrong and the multitude 
of small denominations claiming his mantle. 
It is not enough for a religion to say it has a 
prophet; what is important is how to select 
a prophet, or at least a spiritual guide. 

Thinking more on the matter, it oc-
curred to me that every one of these might 
really have been a prophet for their time, 
merely replaced by one of the others for 
their own eras. The timeline supports this 
theory. Mohammed in the 7th century was 
a true prophet, but his teachings became 
so distorted that Joseph Smith was sent 
to restore the true faith in 1830. A few 
months after Smith died, Ellen White had 
her first spiritual visions, thus succeeding 
him. She continued active until her death in 

1915. According to the Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
Jesus Christ examined all the religions of 
the earth in 1919 and concluded that the 
Watchtower Society was the most faithful 
to his teachings and conferred all his earthly 
authority upon it. Contrary to what their 
followers say, all these purported prophets 
could have succeeded each other as supreme 
religious authority in their own particular 
epoch. And so, the argument could go on, 
with no conclusion, and any number of 
combinations and permutations applied 
to prove the authority of one religious 
denomination or another. Some religious 
leaders even in the 21st century proclaim 
themselves prophets holding unique au-
thority from God.

A more workable authority is to accept 
the guidance of a church near enough to 
your home that you can attend and par-
ticipate in readily. Choose the congregation 
that most provides geographical proximity, 
opportunities to help others, services they 
can provide to you, worship services per 
week, Sunday School and other Christian 
training, and whether you can find meaning 
in its particular worship format (liturgy) 
every week for the rest of your life.

Prophethood can be faked, and hard to 
disprove, but not the criteria listed in the 
last paragraph above. W
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