




“At approximately 2pm, 
Saturday, October 3, 
2020, Archbishop 
Melissa Skelton 
announced that the 
Reverend John Stephen's 
currently Rector of St. 
John's, Shaughnessy had 
been elected Coadjutor 
Bishop of the Diocese of 
New Westminster.”



Presider:

Dear Friends, we are gathered today in the
name of Christ to give thanks for John, the
10th Bishop of the Diocese of New
Westminster, British Columbia.

This is the date, October 3rd, when we thanked
God for his election and calling to the office of
Bishop, one year ago. Scripture calls us to
pray for our leaders. We thank God for his
faithful leadership. And so, on this first
anniversary, let us join together in praise,
prayer and thanksgiving for John.



Opening Hymn: Take My Life and Let It Be



Presider: O Lord, I call to you; come to me
quickly

People: Hear my voice when I cry to
you.

Presider: Let my prayer be set forth in your
sight as incense

People: The lifting up of my hands as the
evening sacrifice.

Presider: Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in
the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever. Amen.



O Gracious Light

Presider: O gracious Light, pure brightness
of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!
Now as we come to the setting of
the sun, and our eyes behold the
vesper light, we sing your praises,
O God: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. You are worthy at all times
to be praised by happy voices, O
Son of God, O Giver of life, and
to be glorified through all the
worlds. Amen.



Presider: Give thanks to the Lord, for
he is good,

People: His mercy endures forever.

Presider: Open for me the gates of
righteousness.

People: I will enter them and offer
thanks to the Lord.

Presider: Happy is the nation whose
God is the Lord.

People: Happy the people who are
chosen as God's own.



Presider: I will set shepherds over them
who will care for them, says the Lord.

People: And they shall fear no more,
nor be dismayed.

Presider: I will feed them with good pasture.
People: I will feed them in justice, says

the Lord.

Presider: Alleluia! I will give thanks to the
Lord with my whole heart.

People: In the assembly of the upright, in
the congregation, I will give thanks.
Alleluia!



Psalm 145

I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your 
name forever and ever.
Every day I will bless you, and praise your name 
forever and ever.
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; his 
greatness is unsearchable.
One generation shall laud your works to another 
and shall declare your mighty acts.
On the glorious splendor of your majesty, and on 
your wondrous works, I will meditate.
The might of your awesome deeds shall be 
proclaimed, and I will declare your greatness.



Psalm 145 (cont’d 2/4)
They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant 
goodness, and shall sing aloud of your 
righteousness.
The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger 
and abounding in steadfast love.
The Lord is good to all, and his compassion is over 
all that he has made.
All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,
and all your faithful shall bless you.
They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,     
and tell of your power, to make known to all people 
your mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor of 
your kingdom.



Psalm 145 (cont’d 3/4)

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your 
dominion endures throughout all generations.
The Lord is faithful in all his words, and gracious in 
all his deeds.  
The Lord upholds all who are falling, and raises up 
all who are bowed down.
The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their 
food in due season.
You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every 
living thing.
The Lord is just in all his ways, and kind in all his 
doings.



Psalm 145 (cont’d 4/4)

The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who 
call on him in truth.
He fulfills the desire of all who fear him; he also 
hears their cry, and saves them.
The Lord watches over all who love him, but all the 
wicked he will destroy.
My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, and all 
flesh will bless his holy name forever and ever.

Almighty God, give us grace to know you more and more, 
that knowing we may love and loving we may praise, that the 
whole world may hear your name and worship you, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.



A Reading from the Book of 2 Chronicles
- 2 Chronicles 1:1,7-13

Solomon son of David established himself in his 
kingdom; the LORD his God was with him and 
made him exceedingly great.
That night God appeared to Solomon, and said to 
him, “Ask what I should give you.”
Solomon said to God, “You have shown great and 
steadfast love to my father David, and have made 
me succeed him as king.
O LORD God, let your promise to my father David 
now be fulfilled, for you have made me king over a 
people as numerous as the dust of the earth.



A Reading from the Book of 2 Chronicles
(cont’d 2/3)

Give me now wisdom and knowledge to go out and 
come in before this people, for who can rule this 
great people of yours?”
God answered Solomon, “Because this was in your 
heart, and you have not asked for possessions, 
wealth, honor, or the life of those who hate you, and 
have not even asked for long life, but have asked for 
wisdom and knowledge for yourself that you may 
rule my people over whom I have made you 
king, wisdom and knowledge are granted to you. 



A Reading from the Book of 2 Chronicles
(cont’d 3/3)

I will also give you riches, possessions, and honor, 
such as none of the kings had who were before you, 
and none after you shall have the like.” 13 So 
Solomon came from the high place at Gibeon, from 
the tent of meeting, to Jerusalem. And he reigned 
over Israel.

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the 
church

People: Thanks be to God



Hymn: My Hope is Built on Nothing Less



Gospel: Matthew 14:1-12
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew

At that time Herod the ruler heard reports
about Jesus; and he said to his servants, “This
is John the Baptist; he has been raised from
the dead, and for this reason these powers are
at work in him.”
For Herod had arrested John, bound him, and
put him in prison on account of Herodias, his
brother Philip’s wife, because John had been
telling him, “It is not lawful for you to have
her.”



Gospel of Matthew (cont’d)

Though Herod wanted to put him to death, he
feared the crowd, because they regarded him
as a prophet. But when Herod’s birthday
came, the daughter of Herodias danced
before the company, and she pleased
Herod so much that he promised on oath to
grant her whatever she might ask. Prompted
by her mother, she said, “Give me the head of
John the Baptist here on a platter.” The king
was grieved, yet out of regard for his oaths
and for the guests,



Gospel of Matthew (cont’d)

he commanded it to be given; he sent and had
John beheaded in the prison. The head was
brought on a platter and given to the girl,
who brought it to her mother. His disciples
came and took the body and buried it; then
they went and told Jesus.

Gospeler: The Gospel of Christ
People: Thanks be to God





Affirmation of Faith - The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of 
the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the 
dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 
will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.



Litany of Thanksgiving
Leader: Let us pray in thanksgiving for the

ministry of our Bishop, John, and
the work of the Holy Spirit in the
Church and the whole world.
Almighty God, we give you thanks
for pouring out your Spirit upon the
Church and bringing forth abundant
gifts for the ministry of the whole
people of God. Fill the Church with
truth and love, that all its members may
serve you with true and godly lives.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.



For the anniversary

Leader: We thank you for raising people of faith 
to preach your Word and administer your 
Sacraments, especially we pray for 
Bishop John. As you called him to the 
order of Bishops, grant that he may 
continue to keep his ordination and 
consecration vows, fulfil his duties of the 
ministry, serve your people, build up 
your Church, and glorify your name. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.



Leader: May the Lord God bless Bishop John
and keep him always in his care. May
the Lord equip him with everything
good that he may do his will, working
in him that which is pleasing in his sight.

People: Amen

Leader: May the Lord God always be with him,
in his going out and his coming in. May
the Lord fill his heart and his mind with
his love in Jesus Christ. And may the
Lord always inspire him to share that
love with all those whose lives he
touches.

People: Amen



Leader: We give thanks as well for Ruth his
spouse, and for all his family, who, in
their love and support of Bishop John,
have made a significant self-offering
to the mission of your Holy Church.
As they have shared their love, so
shower them with your love and
blessings.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.



Leader: May the Lord God be Bishop John’s 
rock and his refuge, that he may fear 
nothing except losing him, and that he 
may lay all his cares on him. 
May the Lord always hear his prayers, 
that he may be protected from 
faithless fears and worldly anxieties, 
and that he may always know and 
believe in his love for him. 
May the Lord guide and strengthen 
him as he leads the church of God. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.



Archdeacon: Come, Holy Spirit, and fill Bishop
John with your love.
Shepherd him who shepherds’ others.
Guide him who guides others.
Bless him who blesses others.
Enlighten him who enlightens others.
Give to him who gives to others.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.



Archdeacon: And so gracious and almighty God our
Creator, Father, Mother, Source of all
goodness, we give you thanks that you
have blessed us with the ministry and
friendship of Bishop John.
We pray that he may continue to 
exemplify in word and deed the Gospel 
of your Son. 
Grant that we, with him, may continue 
to serve you faithfully in the Church on 
earth and rejoice before your throne in 
heaven forever; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.

People: Amen.



Prayer of the Day:
Archdeacon: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Archdeacon: Let us pray.
Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ, you
gave the holy apostles many gifts and commanded
them to feed your flock. On this day you chose
your servant, John, to be a shepherd of your flock.
Give him a spirit of courage and right judgment, a
spirit of knowledge and love. By governing with
fidelity those entrusted to his care, may he build
your Church as a sign of salvation for the world.
Amen



The Giving of Peace

Archdeacon: The Peace of Christ be with you all.
People: And also with you.

Archdeacon: Let us share Christ’s peace with one
another in our virtual ways.



The Lord’s Prayer

Gathering our prayers and praises into one,
let us pray as our Saviour taught us,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us 
from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and for ever.   Amen.
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In honour of Bishop John’s 1st Anniversary by 
The Rev. Clare Morgan

I



October 3, 2021



A Word of Thanks to –

 Bishop John Stephens for giving his blessings and sending us “thanks” for  
gathering and lifting him up in prayer on this first anniversary.

 Communications Officer, DoNW Randy for his usual kind support in 
sending out the poster

 Archdeacon of Fraser, Louie Egnan for Prayers and The Blessing
 Rev. Jose Luis, Curate, Cathedral for providing technical support
 Canon Symba, Rector, St. David’s Tsawwassen, for writing the Prayers for 

this Liturgy and leading the Litany of Thanksgiving
 Bro. Billy Isenor, Rector, St. Mark’s, Ocean Park for preaching the Sermon
 Jean Davidson, Holy Spirit for, responding on behalf of the “People” 
 Rev. Andrew Halladay, St. Andrews, Langley, for reading the Psalm
 Stephen Stow, St. Oswald’s, Reader of the First Reading
 Rev. Miranda Sutherland, Vicar Holy Spirit/St. Oswalds, Gospeler
 Rev. Dr. Allen Aicken, for reading the Apostles’ Creed
 Rev. Clare Morgan, Christ Church Cathedral for that anniversary rendition
 and, to you all for making the time to join us in worship, prayer and 

thanksgiving, to mark this special occasion of celebration of the first 
anniversary of the election of Bishop John.

God willing, we will gather again to pray and give thanks to God
for our Bishop - October 3, 2022



The Blessing

Archdeacon:May the God of hope fill us with all 
joy and peace in believing through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, bless 
you and keep you this night and for 
evermore. 

People: Amen.



Closing hymn:  Now Thanks We All Our God



Dismissal

Presider: Let us bless the Lord
All: Thanks be to God.  Amen!
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