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On Monday, January 10, 2022, the Rt. Rev. John Stephens 
inducted the Rev. Terry Shields Dirbas, Rector of the 
Parish of St. John’s, Shaughnessy (SJS). The ministry post 
had been vacant for about a year. One year previous, the 
then-incumbent, Coadjutor Bishop-elect, the Rev. John 
Stephens began his new ministry in the diocese of New 
Westminster moving the 40 metres from SJS to the Synod 
office to prepare to become the 10th Bishop of the diocese 
of New Westminster. 

In the early fall of 2011, the church buildings and 
grounds of SJS were returned to the care of the bishop and 
diocese of New Westminster. A year later, in September 
2012, the first rector since the Supreme Court Decision of 
June 16, 2011, was inducted by then-bishop, the Rt. Rev. 
Michael Ingham. Fr. Michael Fuller who was at that time 
in his mid-60s had journeyed to Canada from his home in 
London, England to be pastor to the small but committed 
congregation. He was energetic, thoughtful, creative and a 
dedicated pastor, but after three years it was time for him 
to return to England. His final Eucharist as rector of SJS 
was celebrated on July 30, 2015.

In the fall of 2015, the Rev. Elizabeth Ruder-Celiz a 
priest “on loan” from the diocese of Kootenay but with 
deep roots and many connections in the diocese of New 
Westminster was appointed Interim Priest-in-Charge. 
Mother Elizabeth (Liz) made a very positive connection 
with the parish and within two or three months the par-
ish was unified, focused and ready to develop their profile 
document to begin the search for a new priest. 

The posting and profile were circulated broadly, however, 
the parish chose someone they knew quite well, the Ven. 
John Stephens. Not only was Fr. John the archdeacon of 
the archdeaconry where SJS is located, he had for 14 years 
been the rector at St. Philip, Dunbar, the neighbouring 
parish about six kilometres to the west. Relinquishing his 
role as regional archdeacon, the Rev. John Stephens served 
the Parish of St. John, Shaughnessy, contributing to the 
growth of the congregation as well as growth in the mission 
and ministry of the parish. October 3, 2020, the Rev. John 
Stephens was elected, Coadjutor Bishop of the diocese of 
New Westminster in line to succeed Archbishop Melissa 
Skelton upon her retirement, February 28, 2021. 

In the spring of 2021, the SJS parish profile and the 
ministry position posting were circulated throughout 
the world-wide Anglican Communion. According to the 
Executive Archdeacon and Archdeacon of Vancouver, the 
Ven. Douglas Fenton, there were many applicants. The 
long list was pared down to the short list presented to the 
Bishops Advisory Committee on Appointments (BACA) 
and Mother Terry was one of the candidates recommended 
to the parish for interviews. The interviews were conducted 
by parish leaders with the SJS canonical committee submit-
ting Mother Terry to Bishop John as their candidate for 
his consideration, the result being an appointment with a 
start date of December 1, 2021.

During the interregnum, the Rev. Liz Ruder-Celiz 
served as Interim Priest-in-Charge, leading the parish 
through the third wave of the covid-19 pandemic, and 
keeping things running smoothly. On January 1, 2022, 

The outside, unmasked, archival photo of bishop and rector. ALL PHOTOS Randy Murray

Bishop John leads the applause of welcome for the new rector. Clergy in the chancel receive the Body of Christ.
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Induction of the Reverend Terry Shields Dirbas  
as Rector of St. John, Shaughnessy
Mother Liz was appointed Assistant to the Rector at SJS 
for an initial period of one year. 

The Rev. Shields Dirbas is the first woman to be rector 
of the parish, a parish with a long history of notable or-
dained leaders. Responding earlier in fall 2021 to a request 
for biographical material, Mother Terry sent the following 
information:

“The Rev. Terry Shields Dirbas grew up in the southeastern 
United States. Mother Terry holds a BA in Religion from Duke 
University in Durham, North Carolina; a Master of Divinity 
from General Theological Seminary in New York City; and 
she is currently pursuing a Doctor of Ministry degree through 
Virginia Theological Seminary. Terry was ordained to the 
priesthood in San Diego, California, in 2010. Her first call 
was as Associate Rector and Chaplain to the Day School at 
Christ Church, Coronado, and later she served as Associate 
Rector at All Souls’, Point Loma. 

In addition to parish work, she has also served on the board 
of directors of the non-profit Episcopal Community Services 
and as the chair of the Commission on Ministry of the diocese 
of San Diego. She is married to the Rev. Joseph Dirbas, who 
is also an Episcopal priest, and together they have five young 
children: George, Jeannie, Chatham, James, and Mary.”

The liturgy on January 10 was a Celebration of a New Min-
istry Eucharist on the Commemoration of William Laud. 
Approximately 50 people were present in the sanctuary 
onsite with many more participating online through the 
parish’s multiple livestreaming platforms. 

The scheduled preacher for the Eucharist was the Rev. 
Lindsay Hills, rector of the nearby parish of St. Mary’s, 
Kerrisdale. Unfortunately, the Rev. Hills was not feeling 
well and unable to participate. The Ven. Stephanie Shepard, 
Archdeacon of Granville and Interim Priest-in-Charge of 
St. Francis, West Vancouver, already present in the sanctu-
ary in her role as regional archdeacon gladly volunteered 
to preach. In her sermon, Archdeacon Shepard focussed 
on the concept of thoughtful innovation and the need “to 
rise to the challenge of collaborative and courageous ac-
tion, following in Christ’s own way.” She communicated 
this theme in the context of the Commemoration being 
observed for the Eucharist, the Gospel for the day, Mat-
thew 10:34-39, and in a bit of surprise, Harry Potter and 
the Order of the Phoenix.

Archdeacon Shepard concluded her sermon with the 
following words directed personally to the new rector which 
included a quote from the SJS parish profile:

“Nurturing and growing healthy communities means finding 
ways to stay in dialogue even when diverse voices threaten to 
turn us against one another. A sword can be used to either 
sever ties or to cut through the mistrust and misinformation 
to get at the heart of the truth. St. John, Shaughnessy, in the 
parish profile shared with you, has been clear about intent: 

‘We welcome everyone and are enriched by the dynamic tension 
of differing beliefs. We embrace doubt. Pray hopefully. And 
celebrate diversity. We practice our faith in our everyday lives. 
Are strongly committed to social justice. And believe in the 
power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to transform lives.’

Terry, this community has invited you to be clergy leader among 
them. Tonight, they commit to work with you as disciples, as 
innovators, and as agents of gospel change. And we who are 
witnesses will do all in our power to support this parish in 

mission. We are all in. Progress for progress’s sake may well 
be discouraged, but progress for the sake of the gospel is worth 
the cost. As Jesus says, ‘Those who lose their life for my sake 
will find it.’ Hold each other to this in love and truth. Amen.”

The laity of the parish was represented by wardens, Judith 
Downes, ODNW and Maggie Sanders and two dozen 
more, many participating in the liturgy as members of the 
sanctuary party, readers, choristers, greeters, livestream and 
tech and presenters of the symbols of ministry. 

There were several clergy present, including the Dean 
of and Rector of Christ Church Cathedral, the Very Rev. 
Christopher A. Pappas. 

In the absence of the regional dean, the Rev. Marion 
Wong, Deacon, the Rev. Christine Magrega of nearby St. 

CONTINUED FROM THE FRONT PAGE
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Organist Michael Dirk keeps an eye on the narthex/nave entrance waiting for the cue to begin the Prelude, Gavotte en Rondeau from Parita No. 3 by JS Bach. 

Prior to the procession, Mother Terry speaks to greeters, Penni and Robert. LEFT The Rev. Pitman Potter receives a blessing from the bishop during the Gradual Hymn. RIGHT Filling the font during the Presentation of the Symbols of Ministry.
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Augustine, Marpole welcomed Mother 
Terry to the Oakridge Deanery. The 
preacher and regional archdeacon, the 
Ven. Stephanie Shepard welcomed Mother 
Terry to “the most creative and innovative 
archdeaconry in the diocese,” the Archdea-
conry of Granville by presenting her with a 
bouquet of appropriately shaped “Epiphany 
Star” style balloons.

The sanctuary party included: Assistant 
to the Rector, the Rev. Elizabeth Ruder-
Celiz; Deacon of the Word and Table, the 
Rev. Pitman Potter; Sacristan, Louise Had-
ley; Banner Bearer, Sam Dezell; Crucifer, 
Amelia Ruder-Celiz; and Bishop’s Chaplain, 

Patrick Gregg.
Music in worship was led by organist, 

Michael Dirk and a mixed voice sextet. 
Following the Dismissal by the Rev. 

Pitman Potter, long time parishioner and 
narrator of the Presentation of the Sym-
bols of Ministry, Dr. Robyn Woodward, 
ODNW presented custom made sugar 
cookies. Wrapped for safety in cellophane, 
they were delicious.

Please keep the Parish of St. John’s, 
Shaughnessy, the new rector and her family 
in your prayers as they continue forward in 
innovative, collaborative and meaningful 
ministry together. W

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

“As we rise to the challenge  
of collaborative and courageous action,  

we follow Christ’s own way.”

The Ven. Stephanie Shepard sermon is highly recommended and available  
on the diocesan website at https://www.vancouver.anglican.ca/podcasts/media/ 
2022-01-10-induction-of-a-rector-on-the-commemoration-of-william-laud The Cookie.Warden, Maggie Sanders receives the Body of Christ. 

Presenting the new rector with a bouquet of appropriate “Epiphany Star” shaped mylar balloons, Archdeacon Shepard welcomes 
Mother Terry to the most “creative and innovative archdeaconry” in the diocese, the Archdeaconry of Granville. 

Mother Terry invites the community to pray. 

The Prayer over the Gifts. 

Archdeacon Shepard preaching. Joan leads the litany.
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View of the chancel during the Nicene Creed. ALL PHOTOS Randy Murray

LEFT The Rev. Andrew Halladay welcomes the onsite and online congregations. 
RIGHT The Rev. Lorie Martin proclaims the Gospel, Luke 3:15-17, 21-22.

Bishop John preaching. 

Carl Markwart, ODNW reads the Old Testament, Isaiah 43:1-7.

Parish musician, Jon Decolongon.

A view of the south side of the nave and chancel during the Nicene Creed. 

The Rev. Helen Lingham prepares the altar during the Offertory.

The Prayers of the People led by Heather Peart. A view of the south side of the nave and chancel during the Nicene Creed. 

Placing the mitre following the Closing Prayers before the Episcopal Blessing.The Rev. Helen Lingham prepares the altar during the Offertory.

Episcopal Visit to St. Andrew’s, Langley
Baptism of the Lord — January 9, 2022
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

The first episcopal visit of 2022 began with Bishop John 
Stephens leaving his home on the west side of Vancouver 
early in the morning of January 9. He then drove the 45 
kilometres to St. Andrew’s, Langley to Celebrate the Eucha-
rist with the members of that parish who gather onsite at 
8am on a Sunday morning. Perhaps this doesn’t sound that 
remarkable, however, the Lower Mainland had been in the 
cold and snowy grip of winter for the previous two weeks 
with record breaking snowfalls and freezing temperatures. 
In many areas of the Lower Mainland/Fraser Valley up to 
25 centimetres of snow had fallen just the day before on 
top of the numerous snowfalls that had taken place in the 
days and weeks before. Vancouverites don’t deal very well 
with winter driving and the late 2021, early 2022 Arctic 
air almost brought the city and environs to a standstill. 
But things changed overnight January 8 to January 9, the 
precipitation stopped, the temperature climbed a bit, the 
sun came out and the major thoroughfares were bare and 
wet or in some cases bare and a bit slippery. Bishop John 
made it safely to his Parish of St. Andrew the Apostle for 
this the first visit there during his episcopacy.

The lay and clergy leaders of the parish had gathered for 
worship at 10am. During this current period of seemingly 
endless covid-19 protocols and precautions, St. Andrew’s 
does a hybrid worship consisting of a MEVO livestream 
through the Zoom platform with integrated PowerPoint 
order of service for both online and onsite participation. 
Cathy Barnes handles the onsite tech of sound and Power-
Point projection, and Stuart Allan handles the online tech 
chores. A 12 voice choir gathers, physically distanced (if 
not part of the same household) on the south side of the 
sanctuary and for this liturgy they made up a good portion 
of the congregation. Music in worship is led by the choir 
accompanied by parish musician, Jon Decolongon with 
the assistance of the vicar, the Rev. Andrew Halladay, a 
fine singer, and musician. 

Prior to worship, the Rev. Halladay welcomed the on-
line and onsite congregations, he welcomed the bishop to 
his Langley parish and announced that St. Andrew’s and 
the neighbouring Parish of St. Dunstan’s had combined 
to raise $2,300 to donate to Lytton fire relief through the 
Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund (PWRDF). 
St. Andrew’s is also actively fundraising to replace the 
flooring, lighting and also, to paint the sanctuary. Deacon 
of the Word for the Eucharist was the Rev. Lorie Martin 
who is currently a student intern at St. Andrew’s serving 
as a transitional deacon as she continues her studies at the 
Vancouver School of Theology (VST). For the Season of 
Epiphany, the Rev. Lorie Martin had created prayer stations 

located around the St. Andrew’s sanctuary. The prayer sta-
tions, is a project of the Centre for Spiritual Renewal at St. 
Andrew’s which is now in development following the model 
of the nearby Parish of St. Dunstan’s. Although currently 
serving at St. Andrew’s, the Rev. Martin is the Associate 
Director of the Centre for Spiritual Renewal at St. Dunstan’s, 
she is a spiritual director and has a passion for sacred spaces. 
St. Andrew’s deacon, the Rev. Helen Lingham served as 
Deacon of the Table and Bishop’s Chaplain.

For his sermon text, Bishop John took the Holy Day 
being celebrated, the Baptism of the Lord and the Gospel, 
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22. Before he dived into the Gospel story 
of John the baptizer and Jesus’s baptism he said:

“It is great to be with you here at St. Andrew’s this morning. As 
this pandemic continues to play havoc with our plans, our fears, 
our priorities, it is great to find opportunities to focus on God 
walking with us through all that life throws our way. I am so 
grateful to your vicar, Andrew for his exceptional work here 
at St. Andrew’s but in many other places in the diocese and 
with the Sorrento Centre. I don’t need to tell you, I am sure, 
that Andrew has many gifts and talents as a priest, a pastor, 
a teacher, and a leader. I am so grateful for the ministries of 
your deacons Helen and Lorie both of whom have incredible 
talents and great abilities in being leaders and living the gos-
pel of Christ. All three of these folks plus the many great lay 
leaders along with the great things taking place in the parish 
all paint a picture of a bright future to which the Holy Spirit 
is calling you.”

In his sermon the bishop examined Jesus’s baptism and 
our baptisms, its importance in our faith lives. He said:

“I don’t know if the same is true for you, but I don’t remember 
my own baptism. I was very young, about a month old. I 
have seen pictures from the day, but I have no memory of it 
taking place. In our Anglican tradition this is the same for 
many of us. But on this day of remembering the Baptism of 
Jesus, I am struck by how much my own baptism has formed 
and shaped and guided my life. That cross formed in the water 
on my forehead and the trinitarian words of in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, while no 
longer visible on the outside continue to shape my heart and 
soul. They affect decisions I make, prayers I offer, actions I take, 
the direction my life has taken in so many places and times. I 
am not perfect in how I live all that out but that cross on my 
forehead has never and will never leave me, ever. It brings 
me back to the true centre of life, it informs me, invites me, 
disturbs me, embraces me, names me as beloved.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Statement Regarding Opioid Overdose Deaths in British Columbia 
THE RIGHT REVEREND JOHN STEPHENS  
(PREPARED WITH FILES FROM THE REVEREND MATTHEW JOHNSON, STREET PRIEST, STREET OUTREACH INITIATIVE, ST. JAMES’, VANCOUVER)
Bishop of the Diocese of New Westminster

So far, 2021 has been the deadliest year on record for illicit-
drug overdoses in British Columbia. 

According to the British Columbia Coroners Service,  
here are some of the facts as presented:
 • 1,782 suspected illicit drug toxicity deaths occurred between  
  January and October 2021. These are the highest ever  
  recorded in a calendar year.
 • The number of illicit drug toxicity deaths in October 2021  
  (201 in total) equates to about 6.5 deaths per day.
 • In 2021, 71% of those dying were aged 30 to 59,  
  and 79% were male.
 • No deaths have been reported at supervised consumptions  
  or drug overdose prevention sites.
 • There is no indication that prescribed safe supply is  
  contributing to illicit drug deaths.
 • Most people have died in a private residence (55%) or some  
  other form of residence, which includes hotels, motels,  
  rooming houses, etc. (25.5%). 
 • Illicit fentanyl (and analogues) was involved in the illicit drug  
  toxicity deaths approximately 84% of the time.

In 2016, British Columbia declared a public health emer-
gency related to the poisoned drug supply. In 2016, the rate 
of overdose deaths per 100,000 people was 20.4. That rate 
in 2021 is now 41.2 deaths per 100,000 people.

These are the statistics, and they are incredibly disturb-
ing. Each number represents a person; someone who had 
family, loved ones, those who cared deeply about them. 
These are not mere numbers, they are our neighbours, 
friends, colleagues, and family. 

Although we are all desperate for one, a quick solution 
for the epidemic of overdose deaths is not around the 
corner. This is partly because we need to treat the cause of 
the crisis — addiction — as well as its disastrous outcome 
in overdose death.

In seeking to reduce deaths, one way forward is the 
medical provision of pharmaceutically manufactured 

opioids — through diagnosis, treatment planning, and 
prescription, along with licensed pharmaceutical provision 
of the substance. This shows enormous promise for those 
currently addicted to opioids. Pharmaceutical provision 
requires absolute rigour, and is the work of physicians, 
nurses, nurse practitioners, pharmacists, and licensed 
medical assistants.

In our rightful preoccupation with preventing overdose 
deaths, we have at the same time neglected to offer anything 
close to adequate care for those who seek treatment and 
recovery from addiction. We must do both.

And in our rightful effort to avoid stigmatizing the ad-
dicted, we have avoided discussing the destructive realities 
and collateral harms involved in a life of active addiction. 
To avoid these truths is to block out a major part of the 
reality we as a society are seeking so desperately to address.

Addiction to drugs and alcohol is not a neutral phenom-
enon. It is destructive of the self. Addiction is a disorder 
characterized by physiological, psychiatric, and neurologi-
cal morbidities and deterioration — no matter how pure the 
supply. Addiction is universally associated with diminished 
wellbeing of the whole person.

Symptoms & Sequelae Include: 
 • Alteration of an individual’s personality.
 • Alteration of values and behaviour.
 • Estrangement from or loss of familial  
  and life-long relationships.
 • Loss of contact with children.
 • Loss of careers and vocations.
 • Loss of accumulated wealth.
 • Permanent cognitive impairment.
 • Exacerbation of mental illness.
 • Malnutrition.
 • Lack of self-care.
 • Self-isolation.
 • Use of progressively larger doses to overcome tolerance.

Some argue that these challenges are not caused by addic-
tion per se, but by society’s stigmatization and marginaliza-
tion of addicted people. Stigmatization certainly exists. But 
in truth, these morbidities and sequelae are not the result of 
stigmatization. They are inherent to the addiction process 
itself — across separate cultures, societies, and social strata. 
These unavoidable results are the result, not of stigmatiza-
tion, but of a progressive medical disorder.

Given this toll of suffering, when an addicted British 
Columbian makes the choice to seek help and treatment, 
the available options are few and wait times are enormous, 
with few exceptions. Tragically, for someone in active ad-
diction, the moment of clarity and desire for change, does 
not last long.

Apart from the for-profit treatment sector, options for 

At the end of the first week of December in 2021, the numbers 
on opioid deaths in British Columbia were announced and 
they were disturbing. Bishop John Stephens felt compelled 
to offer a statement and a pastoral direction for the lay and 
clergy of the diocese. Working with Fr. Matthew Johnson of the 
Street Outreach Initiative at St. James’ the following piece was 
composed and subsequently distributed and posted December 
14, 2021. Although this piece will be three months old by the 
time this issue of Topic is published and delivered to subscribers 
it will unfortunately still be relevant. This is something that 
we as people of faith can do something about through diligent 
awareness of the issue and taking action whenever possible to 
encourage society-wide support of this marginalized popula-
tion of illicit drug users who continue to be at risk. • Editor 

detox, treatment and recovery programmes are limited. A 
bed at a detox facility takes weeks to acquire. Access times 
to treatment centres vary, but wait times are in months. Six 
or more months is not unusual for specific or specialized 
programmes. Some treatment centres are well resourced 
and operated, others are under-resourced, constantly at 
maximum capacity, and of insufficient duration. And the 
quality of programming and outcomes is uneven.

We can and must cooperate and act to end preventable 
deaths. Yet we must act equally, in investing in human 
life and human freedom. Providing genuine options and 
available resources, for all who seek healing from addiction.

Collectively, we must compel elected representatives, 
government ministers, and policy makers, to attend to the 
absolute priority of providing, not simply purer drugs, but 
medical treatment of addiction itself. All of us have a role 
to play — voters, the media, church members, religious 
leaders, and all individuals of conscience, who exercise 
corporate, or financial, or political influence. 

Compassion is our sacred obligation to our neighbour. 

Holy and gracious God, in this complicated and at times heart-
broken world, we pray to you for guidance and new compassion. 
We pray for all who have died as result of drug overdose, we 
pray for their families and friends, that they may know your 
gracious love upon them. For you call us to love one another, 
and we invite you to help us to see beyond the limitations of 
our sight, to be voices of compassion and hope. May we be 
part of bringing change to this tragedy taking place daily in 
our province. May we not stand idly by but be willing to see 
Christ’s presence in the hungry, the thirsty, the forgotten, the 
searching, the addicted. 

For we pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. W

PHOTO Stas_V (iStock ID#985187608)

Episcopal Visit to St. Andrew’s, Langley

Bishop John Stephens’ sermon from his visit to St. Andrew the Apostle, Langley can be watched at  
https://www.vancouver.anglican.ca/podcasts/media/2022-01-09-baptism-of-the-lord

Bishop John then went on to share this:

“Archbishop Fred Hiltz, the retried Primate 
of the Anglican Church of Canada, carries 
his certificate of baptism in his prayer book 
wherever he goes. He recently described that it 
is old and yellowed. It is a bit frayed around 
the edges. He said that he must unfold and 
refold it very carefully lest it tear apart. He 
wrote this: ‘I treasure this piece of paper, for 
it reminds me of who I am, to whom I belong, 
and that my life’s labour is to take hold of 
him who first took hold of me’ and to live 

by the principle that ‘only as a disciple can 
I lead, only as a learner can I teach.’ Those 
words of, you are my beloved, have held 
and guided Archbishop Hiltz ever since that 
baptismal day.”

The intercession was led by Heather Peart 
and the music in worship included an an-
them sung by the choir, where they gathered 

in the centre of the sanctuary, physically-
distanced and masked but produced a very 
fine sound. 

Following worship, the sun was shining 
brightly and the ice on the roads was melt-
ing as the Parish of St. Andrew’s and many 
others in the Lower Mainland and the Fra-
ser Valley welcomed warmer temperatures 
and precipitation that wasn’t snow. W

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

The outdoors, unmasked, episcopal visit clergy group shot.Epiphany Prayer Station — Love and Life. Epiphany Prayer Station — Light.
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The 2021 Retired Clergy & Spouses Christmas Lunch Photo Feature
Although this event took place three months ago, it would 
be a shame not to publish in Topic these great Wayne 
Chose photos.

Due to covid-19, the fall and spring Retired Clergy 
and Spouses events were either cancelled or online during 
the first 18 months of the pandemic. However, things had 
loosened up enough by the beginning of December 2021 
to go ahead with the Advent/Christmas version, but con-
tinuing to follow safety precautions. Vaccination passports 
were shown at registration, masks were mandatory in all 
common areas except for eating or addressing the group as 
a solo speaker. To increase the ability to physically distance, 
the pre-lunch reception took place in the Trendell Lounge, 
the buffet was set up in the Synod office’s reception area and 
the dining tables were situated in the Conference Room. 

This was the first onsite Retired Clergy and Spouses 
lunch during Bishop Stephens’s episcopacy and he along 
with Chaplains to the Retired Clergy, the Reverends Karin 
Fulcher and Neil Gray had a wonderful time with the ap-
proximately 70 people in attendance. The usual features 
of the luncheon were intact: a cocktail hour in the late 
morning, the opportunity to sign cards to be sent to those 
unable to attend, the Rev. Gray’s brain testing quiz, a deli-
cious and plentiful seasonal buffet and the bishop’s report.

We hope you enjoy these photos taken on that very 
snowy Tuesday, December 7, 2021, just prior to the arrival 
of the Omicron variant. W

The Rev. Neil Gray one of the co-Chaplains to the Retired Clergy checks in Lynn Shozawa. ALL PHOTOS Wayne Chose The Rev. Gray and retired-clergy-support volunteer Jane Dittrich at the registration table.

Bishop John with the chaplains.

Synod staffer Michele in a lovely red Christmas sweater chats with (left to right) the 
Rev. Shirley Stockdill, Clare Munn, Canon Harold Munn and the Rev. Gail Newell. The Reverends Art Turnbull and Maggie Cole. Archbishop Douglas and Denise Hambidge. 

The Rev. Marilyn and Andrew Hames. The Reverends Stanley, Tervo and Guiton doing “the quiz.” 
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Deacon the Rev. Trudi Shaw and the Ven. Jeanette Stigger. The Rev. Neil Gray giving instructions on doing “the quiz”with Deacon, the Rev. Karin Fulcher and Regan Gorman. 

Deacon, the Rev. Lizz Lindsay and husband Ken Lindsay.

The Rev. Gary Hamblin chats with the Lindsays. On the right, Bishop Alex Wandag (recently appointed an Honorary Assistant at St. Michael’s Multicultural) and on the left the Taclobaos.

The Rev. Angus Stuart at his first Retired Clergy and Spouses lunch. And likewise, the Rev. Stephen Laskey The Laskeys with the Executive Archdeacon, the Ven. Douglas Fenton. 

The Rev. Neil Gray’s 2022 Christmas card photo. Bishop John addresses the plenary during the coffee and dessert. 
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Advent III in Brentwood
Bishop John Stephens Visits St. Timothy’s
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

Bishop John Stephens’ sermon is available on the diocesan 
website at https://www.vancouver.anglican.ca/podcasts/
media/2021-12-12-bear-fruits-worthy-of-repentance

The rector and bishop share the duties in the Lighting of the Advent Wreath.  
ALL PHOTOS Randy Murray

The Rev. Lilian Elliott offers the Gospel Acclamation prior to proclaiming  
the Gospel, Luke 3:7-18. 

Dialing in the MEVO camera shots for the livestream prior to the procession as Bishop John waits in the narthex for the sanctuary party to assemble. 

The Eucharistic Prayer. 

The unmasked, archival episcopal visit photo: Bishop’s Chaplain, Sam Jamieson; 
Deacon, the Rev. Lilian Elliott; Bishop Stephens; and Rector of St. Timothy,  
the Rev. James Duckett. LEFT The Eucharist. RIGHT Eleanor is looking to enroll in the Bishop’s Chaplain development program AND/OR the Future Bishop’s development program.

Bishop John Stephens’ first episcopal visit to his Parish of 
St. Timothy, Brentwood took place December 12, 2021, 
Gaudete Sunday. The bishop preached and presided at a 
Celebration of Sung Eucharist. This was also another an-
niversary of sorts as it was three years plus two days since 
the Rev. James Duckett had been inducted by Archbishop 
Melissa Skelton as the parish’s rector on December 10, 
2018. This would also be the final liturgy for the Deacon 
of the Word for the Eucharist, the Rev. Lilian Elliott who 
earlier in the fall had expressed to Bishop John her wish to 
retire from active ministry. Over the last decade Deacon 
Elliott had served at St. Margaret’s of Scotland and then 
at St. John the Apostle, Port Moody following the merger 
of those two parishes in February of 2014. The Rev. El-
liott has also served as a diocesan chaplain at Burnaby’s St. 
Michael’s Centre.

Bishop John began his sermon (which focused on the 
Gospel Luke 3: 7-18) with these introductory words:

“It is great to be with you here at St. Timothy’s. I have been 
bishop of this diocese for about nine months, and it is indeed 
a pleasure to be with you in worship and come to learn more 
about your ministry here in this place and at this time. I am 
so grateful to your rector, James and for his ministry as your 
priest, pastor, and teacher. He has done much good work in 
determining God’s calling for the Parish of St. Timothy’s here 
and now, and as we look toward the future. I am also grateful 
to Deacon Lilian for her amazing ministry of pastoral care as a 
deacon. She will be retiring at the end of this year, but I wanted 
to say how appreciative I am of her ministry and her response 
to the calling of deacon. It is great to be with all of you today.”

The Lower Mainland was beginning to recover from the 
atmospheric river events that took place during much of 
November, however the Omicron variant of covid-19 
was amping up and on December 12 nobody was quite 
sure what gathering for worship would look like over the 
next two weeks as Christmas approached. Although there 
was some concern, this liturgy took place in person with 
30 worshippers gathered, carefully observing physical 
distancing except for those in family groups. The liturgy 
was livestreamed on Facebook using MEVO technology 
managed by a skillful volunteer who arrived early to set 
up the shots for the livestream. The flow of the liturgy 
was extremely smooth, providing a positive and prayerful 
worship experience for those gathered in the nave and for 
those gathered online.

The accompanying photos may help to tell the story of 
Bishop John’s first visit to St. Timothy. W
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in memoriam

Evelyn Dorothy Wiseman, Priest
June 27, 1930 – January 8, 2022

The Reverend Eve Wiseman died in Surrey, England on 
January 8, 2022, a short time after suffering a stroke. Eve 
is survived by her niece, Helen Clay of Caernarfon, Wales 
and nephew, Simon Clay of Vancouver.

Eve was born in Coulsdon, Surrey, England. She was 
baptized at St. Francis’ Church and confirmed at St. An-
drew’s Church, both in Coulsdon. 

As a child, Eve was awarded a scholarship to Purley 
County Grammar School for Girls. She studied for her 
school certificate and higher school certificate at London 
University, and went on to obtain a Teaching Certificate 
from Cambridge University, Homerton College. Her main 
subjects were physical education and educational psychol-
ogy. Eve taught for four years on Cable Street in Stepney, 
London, in the school on which To Sir, With Love was based. 

Eve had a distinguished academic career. She obtained 
a Master of Education from Western Washington State 
College in Bellingham, Washington, and a Master of 
Divinity from the Vancouver School of Theology (VST). 
She lectured and taught at CF Mott Training College in 
Liverpool, the University of Birmingham, University of 
BC’s Faculty of Education, and was an associate professor 
at Western Washington University (WWU). In the 1970s 
she was considered one of the top ten experts in the field 
of movement education in the USA. Eve once said that “A 
child dancing is often worshipping God.” She also coached 
the women’s field hockey team at WWU. She served on the The Rev. Evelyn Dorothy Wiseman. PHOTO Submitted

Senate at WWU and at VST. Eve often spoke at conferences 
and seminars around the world.

Eve was ordained to the diaconate in 1984, and to the 
priesthood in 1985, by Archbishop Douglas Hambidge. 
Prior to ordination she had been active at St. James, Vancou-
ver and St. John, Shaughnessy. In the late 1970s she served 
as a lay minister at Nooksack Indian United Methodist 
Church near Bellingham. 

As a student, deacon and priest, Eve held positions in 
many parishes in the diocese of New Westminster includ-
ing: St. Matthew, Abbotsford; St. Francis in-the-Wood, 
West Vancouver; St. Richard, Norgate; St. Mary, Galiano 
Island; St. Christopher, West Vancouver; St. Thomas, 
Chilliwack; and St. David, Tsawwassen. She was Rector 
of St. Anne, Steveston from 1988 – 1992. She was deeply 
involved in Healing Ministry.

After her retirement in 1996, she had a number of 
“House for Duty” appointments including Ullapool (North-
west Scotland) and Scotshouse (Eire) and as interim priest 
at the Parish of Thurso and Wick in the Scottish Episcopal 
Church in 2000 and 2001. She then settled more perma-
nently in England where she occasionally presided and 
preached at St. John the Baptist, Hove, at her local church, 
St. Peter, Henfield at Terry’s Cross, West Sussex, and at The 
College of St. Barnabas, Lingfield, where she lived.

Eve was an avid gardener, a voracious reader, and she 
loved music and loved to sing. W

Shelagh Smith, ODNW
March 10, 1928 – December 27, 2021

Deeply grounded in her Anglican tradition, nurtured, and 
guided by her dear mother, Shelagh along with her late 
husband Dr. Eric Smith, lived a life of service through her 
parish of St. Anselm’s, University of BC (UBC). Having 
raised a loving family, with many grand and great grand-
children in whom she took much pride, Shelagh lived her 
life as a mentor to many young lives in her capacity as 
an instructor of Nursing at UBC and being involved as a 
district commissioner for Girl Guides. Shelagh served on 
parish council for 11 years and as a trustee for six years. 
She managed and organized many fundraising events over 
the decades for the parish, and her wisdom was a valu-
able asset to the parish. Her involvement in the pastoral 
visitation team, homeless ministry team, student ministry, 
discernment team, and parish prayer team, remain a true 
testament to her commitment to live a life dedicated to 
Christ. Shelagh found a great amount of inspiration and 
spiritual strength from nature, which richly blessed her 
home at UBC and the parish over the years. 

Shelagh was invested into the Order of the Diocese of 
New Westminster (ODNW), November 1, 2015, and the 
citation read:

As well as mentoring many young people as a Professor of Nurs-
ing and District Commissioner of the Girl Guides, Shelagh 
served on the Parish Council for 11 years and as a Trustee 
for six years. She organized many fundraising events over the 
past 23 years. Shelagh brings wisdom to her ongoing involve-
ment in the Pastoral Visitation Team, Homeless Ministry 
Team, Student Ministry Discernment Team, and the Parish 
Prayer Team, which form a testament to her commitment to 
live “Christ Life.”

May she rest in peace, and rise in glory. W Shelagh Smith, ODNW. PHOTO Submitted

Terrance Stallard Julian, ODNW
July 8, 1922 – November 17, 2021

Terry Julian was invested into the Order of the Diocese of 
New Westminster (ODNW), November 4, 2011, as the 
Parish Nominee of Holy Trinity Cathedral.

His citation read:

Terry has held a variety of leadership positions in the parish 
during the over 30 years he has been a member of Holy Trinity 
Cathedral. He has been particularly involved in the planning 
of anniversary celebrations for the parish and the diocese. Since 
1992, Terry and his wife have been mainstays of the breakfast 
program at Holy Trinity Cathedral.

His obituary in the December 2 issue of Burnaby Now 
read as follows:

“It is with the very deepest sadness that we report of the pass-
ing of Terry Julian on November 17, 2021. Terry was born 
in Vancouver and spent most of his life in his beloved ‘Royal 
City’, New Westminster.

After receiving a Masters Degree from Northwestern University, 
Terry spent his professional career in the education system in 
the Lower Mainland. He was actively involved on a volunteer 

Terrance Stallard Julian, ODNW. PHOTO Wayne Chose

basis as a basketball coach and he led the Burnaby South Rebels 
basketball team to an undefeated season in 1953, culminating 
in a Provincial Championship. This was an achievement for 
which he was subsequently inducted into the Burnaby Sports 
Hall of Fame in 2008.

Terry was a long-time parishioner at Holy Trinity Cathedral 
and over the years was very involved as a volunteer in church 
activities. 

Terry loved his career but embraced retirement with equal 
passion. He ran annually in the Sun Run until the age of 88, 
becoming one of the oldest participants. In retirement, Terry 
started an antiquarian book business and became an author 

publishing seven books ranging in topics from history and 
politics to book collecting and joke telling.

Terry is survived by his wife of 71 years Ruth Julian, their 
children Pat (Shelley), Randi (Don) and Peter (Umei), grand-
children, Stefan, Richard, Emma, Hannah and Charlotte and 
great-grandchildren, Porter, Braidon, and Brynlee. 

Terry had a wonderful zest for living, a quick wit, an inquisi-
tive mind, and a gentle soul. He was truly a gentleman and 
will be greatly missed by all who knew him.

A Memorial Service was held at Holy Trinity on December 
21, 2021. W
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Christmas at Sea
Mission to Seafarers Gift Distribution 2021 Photo Feature
PETER SMYTH
Senior Port Chaplain, Mission to Seafarers

The Mission to Seafarers Christmas at Sea is an initiative 
which consists of the giving of gifts over the Christmas/New 
Year period to seafarers on approximately 70 ships, some at 
anchor and others when alongside. It is a “gift in the hand, 
to provide joy in the heart” made possible due to compas-
sionate people donating their time, talent, and treasure. 

On Christmas Eve 2021, with thanks to the donation by 
Tymac Transport of the vessel Tymac Surveyor, Chaplains 
Peter and Steve along with helpers Isaac, Aedan, Char-
lotte, Ted, Douglas and photographer, Wayne Chose who 
attended on behalf of the diocese of New Westminster’s 
communications office loaded the gifts onboard the Tymac 
Surveyor. Under the captaincy of Salty Walt, they headed 
out to English Bay and then back to Vancouver’s inner 
harbour going from ship to ship reaching across to the 
lowered gangways and cargo holds to hand out bags of gifts 

A sense of the steepness of the gangway. An appreciative expression from an unmasked seafarer. 

Travelling back from English Bay, Stanley Park on the left with 
Siwash Rock in view. 

LEFT A loaded freighter in the harbour have just received their gifts.  
RIGHT Carefully observing COVID protocols members of the Mission to Seafarers’ crew go onboard to spend some time with the crew members.

Often one seafarer would be charged with uploading the gifts into the ship. Heading off to the next ship. 

Gifts are all loaded, the crew pose for a photo. 

More gifts to distribute heading east of the Lion’s Gate Bridge. Rev. Smyth loads gifts into a hold.

Unloading the gifts from the Mission to Seafarers’ van. ALL PHOTOS Wayne Chose Loading the gifts on to the Tymac Surveyor. West facing view of Vancouver on Christmas Eve 2021, and the ship the Westwood Olympia where the crew is headed. 
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Christmas at Sea
Mission to Seafarers Gift Distribution 2021 Photo Feature
PETER SMYTH
Senior Port Chaplain, Mission to Seafarers

to the seafarers, always to be met with much appreciation 
and warm smiles. Smiles were not always obvious as most 
seafarers were masked.

Profound thanks are owed to many for their generosity 
which was remarkable and humbling when one considers 
that 2021 was a year which has been tough for all of us. 
The 2021 version of Christmas at Sea was a blessing to some 
1500 seafarers, and I hope to those who supported them. 

Seafarers sacrifice a lot to provide for their families and 
bring to us what we need.

The work of the Mission through its supporters recog-
nizes this and strives to give back as an offering of thanks 
and a response to their needs. W

Find out more about Mission to Seafarers at www.flyingangel.ca

A sense of the steepness of the gangway. Thank you and Merry Christmas! Love the Bad Hair Day toque. The Christmas Eve crew in no particular order: Chaplains Peter and Steve along with helpers Isaac, Aedan, Charlotte, Ted and Douglas.

More gifts to distribute heading east of the Lion’s Gate Bridge. Seafarers form a delivery line up the gangway. 

West facing view of Vancouver on Christmas Eve 2021, and the ship the Westwood Olympia where the crew is headed. Senior Port Chaplain, the Rev. Peter Smyth. Unloading the gifts at the Westwood Olympia. 
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around the diocese

Diocesan Council Approves Fair Share Assessment Relief 
Diocesan governance body unanimously approves three months of assessment relief for parishes
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

On October 27, 2021, Diocesan Council (DC), the gov-
erning body, “the Synod between Synods” of the diocese 
of New Westminster met in a hybrid format of onsite, and 
online via Zoom for the first time in Covidtide. Little did 
everyone know that the Omicron variant was brewing in 
South Africa and the fifth wave of the covid-19 pandemic 
was on the horizon. The DC meeting January 19, 2022 was 
a return to online via Zoom with Council member Willow 
Martin-Seedhouse at the controls. 

Two very important pieces of business were successfully 
completed at this meeting, both with the unanimous as-
sent of Council: 

 • The approval of three months of Fair Share assessment  
  relief for diocesan parishes 
 • Permission to hold electronic or hybrid Annual Vestry  
  meetings in 2022

Treasurer, Bob Hardy, ODNW spoke to the précis of the 
motion regarding Assessment Relief for Parishes — first 
Quarter of 2022, which is as follows:

“Given the rate increases in insurance, payroll and other operat-
ing costs as well as diminishing offerings in 2021, the treasurer 
believes that many parishes will be aided by not being required 
to pay their Fair Share assessment for the first quarter of 2022. 
This will eliminate any other assessment relief applications for 
the duration of 2022. 

As of this writing, the Synod Office has received appeals from 
several parishes regarding their fair share assessments for 2022.”

The following Motion was carried with unanimous 
approval:

THAT Diocesan Council will not charge fair share assess-
ments to parishes from January 1, 2022 to March 31, 2022, 
in order to mitigate the surge of inflation and the ongoing 
financial impact of covid-19 on parishes. This fair share 
assessment relief addresses all further appeals of parishes 
regarding fair share assessments for 2022.

The treasurer stressed in his address to DC (encouraging 
their support) that the current list of appeals from several 
parishes requesting assessment relief was a major factor in 
the development of the motion. The approval of this mo-

tion clears the slate of current assessment appeals. 
Immediate plans were made for members of the dioc-

esan Finance Department to contact parishes directly. Fol-
lowing the motion being carried, Bishop Stephens thanked 
the treasurer for his quick action on the development of 
the motion and said that this three-month relief will be a 

“huge help to the parishes of our diocese.”
The Vice-Chancellor, Kevin Smith, ODNW presented 

the précis of the motion on the return of virtual Vestry 
meetings for 2022. It is as follows:

“In its August 24, 2020 meeting, Diocesan Council passed a 
resolution permitting virtual Vestry meetings ‘for as long as the 
state of emergency relating to the covid-19 pandemic persists.’ 

The provincial state of emergency declared under the Emergency 
Program Act ended on July 1, 2021. 

In light of the continuing covid-19 situation, and in particu-
lar the rise in cases as a result of the Omicron variant, a number 
of Parishes have asked for confirmation that the authority to 
hold virtual Vestry meetings will continue.”

Vice-Chancellor Smith’s address was very brief as the précis 
of the motion is comprehensive. 

West Van Parish Closes Out Advent 2021 with Community Choir Concert — PLUS, a Christmas Eve worship report
SUBMISSION Hilary Clark
The Parish of St. Stephen’s, West Vancouver 
concluded an active fall by presenting the 
St. Stephen’s Community Choir in concert 
following the December 19, Advent IV 
worship. Following diocesan guidelines for 
gathering and following the leadership of 
rector, the Rev. Kenneth Vinal, the group 
had been rehearsing in the larger space of 
the nave and chancel where members are 
able to stand six feet apart. 

The choir performed from the chancel 
area, spread out and fully masked, with the 
communion rails down to increase space. 
Family members and friends were invited 
to attend either for the morning service or 
if they preferred to wait and gather for the 
concert at 11:15am. Selections varied in 
mood from White Christmas, John Rutter’s 
Christmas Lullaby, to the up-beat Hawaiian 
Christmas carol, Mele Kalikimaka.

Several pieces during the program were 

Flautist Nancy Rieken.

Mele Kalikimaka). The concert was arranged, 
conducted and accompanied by organist/
pianist and parish Minister for Music, Dr. 
Annabelle Paetsch. Everyone enjoyed the 
opportunity to discuss the concert over 
afternoon tea in the lounge afterwards. 

Christmas Eve
St. Stephen’s, West Vancouver held a buoy-
antly enthusiastic Carol service on Christ-
mas Eve at the new time of 4pm. Given 
the forecast of snow, and the concern over 
covid the earlier time slot certainly suited 
the congregation reported to be one of the 
largest in recent memory. The parish was 
honoured to have the Rev. Juanita Clark 
serve as deacon.

The beautiful organ prelude, Corelli’s 
Christmas Concerto: Pastorale set the tone. 
The warmth of the Minister of Music, Dr. 
Annabelle Paetsch’s playing was enriched by 
the flute of Nancy Rieken, and the violin of 
Kelk Jeffery. Both artists added to the music 
in worship that consisted largely of well-
known carols. The rector, the Rev. Kenneth 
Vinal, brought the distant past of the night 
of Christ’s birth into the present trauma of 
the pandemic in his timely homily. The solo 
O, Holy Night, was sung following commu-
nion by veteran chorister, Val McPolin. A 
nice gesture of a box of chocolates placed at 
the exit had to make do because of the rules 
of no reception and no socializing.

The snow of Christmas Day certainly 
brought home the experience of those hardy 
shepherds who were tending their flocks all 
those many years ago. W

enhanced by flute obbligato contributed by 
Nancy Rieken, with the occasional percus-

sion additions by Hilary Clark, (jingle bells, 
triangle and a ukulele accompaniment for 

Dr. Annabelle Paetsch conducting. ALL PHOTOS John Ruddick

The choir in the chancel.

The motion, carried unanimously is as follows:

1. THAT the Bishop’s Office may clarify to Parishes that, 

 a. any Vestry meetings (whether annual Vestry  
  meetings or extraordinary Vestry meetings) held  
  in 2022 may be held electronically (including  
  either “fully remote” meetings or meetings with  
  hybrid remote/in-person attendance); and 

 b. for all Vestry meetings, including virtual Vestry  
  meetings, notice requirements under Canon 9.8  
  remain in effect; and 

2. the Bishop’s Office may, in consultation with Diocesan  
Legal Officers, provide guidance to Parishes as to best 
practices and issues to consider, in relation to such 
meetings. 

The January 19 meeting also included a presentation by 
three principals of the Anglican Foundation of Canada 
(AFC): Executive Director, Scott Brubacher; Gift Con-
sultant, the Very Rev. Peter Wall; and Development Con-
sultant, Michelle Hauser, recapping their 2021 grant year 
with an emphasis on the $91,500 granted to projects in the 
diocese of New Westminster which included seven Say Yes! 
to Kids grant awards and six building, program and bursary 
grants. The three guests also promoted their upcoming 2022 
campaign plan. Coverage of the AFC 2022 campaign is 
available on the diocesan website and will be covered in 
upcoming issues of Topic.

At this meeting the members of the Homelessness Task 
Force appointed by Bishop Stephens were announced. An 
intentional initiative to combat homelessness in our diocese 
was a resolution carried at Synod in May of 2021. The 
task force consists of: Co-Chair, Vicki Potter, ODNW; 
Co-Chair, the Rev. Simbarashe Basvi; Member, the Rev. 
Alex Wilson; Member, the Rev. Armand Mercier; Member, 
the Rev. Paul Richards; Member, Sharon Cooper; Mem-
ber, Peter Bailey; and Member, David van Blarcom with 
permission to co-opt. The work of the task force will be 
covered in future issues of Topic and through the diocesan 
communications’ digital vehicles. 

The next meeting of DC will take place online via Zoom 
at 6pm on March 16, 2022. W
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around the diocese
Warm Food, Warm Feet — Taking Care of the Neighbourhood in New Westminster
SUBMISSION Richard Leggett

Donations of Warmth in Port Kells
SUBMISSION Joyce Mancinelli

For 30 years Holy Trinity Cathedral has 
served a warm breakfast, first on Thursday 
mornings, and since covid, on Saturdays. 
In those 30 years we have served at least 
78,000 meals. Beginning on January 1, 
2022, our program received a portion 
of those funds donated to the diocesan 
care + share program. 

Since February 2015, we’ve also distrib-
uted socks to those in need. In those seven 
years we have distributed 10,937 pairs of 

It was with great sadness when folks of the 
Parish of St. Oswald, Port Kells heard of the 
death of a homeless man in Abbotsford dur-
ing the bitterly cold weather of December 
2021. How could this happen? And was 
there anything we could do? Well… yes. 
We filled the font with colourful blankets, 

PHOTO Submitted PHOTO Submitted

More details about care + share and the promotion 
of compassionate food programs around the diocese 
and how folks can help will be made available 
throughout the early months of 2022. • Editor

Daily Morning Prayer at St. George’s, Maple Ridge — What it Means to Me & an Invitation to Participate
SUBMISSION Becki Kozol, ODNW
covid-19 and the restrictions have been 
hard on us all, but even in these trying 
times God provides us with hope and relief. 
For me it has been adding Daily Morning 
Prayer to my routines. I find strength and 
encouragement by starting my day in this 
way.

At St. George, Maple Ridge our regular 
Morning Prayer that had been celebrated on 
Saturday mornings for the past ten years, 
has developed into daily Morning Prayer 
that is both in-person and livestreamed. 
The livestreaming and the daily aspect came 
into being during Lent of 2020, when we 
were all in isolation. We began sharing 
Morning Prayer on Facebook. It gave us 
a reason to be up and about at 9am every 
morning and know that someone else was 
out there worshipping with us. We found 
that others were joining us for worship and 
the online congregation expanded beyond 
our parish borders.

As covid restrictions relaxed during the 
past year and we were beginning to gather 
to worship in our church building, we 
continued with the livestreaming of Morn-
ing Prayer, but added the opportunity to 

The projection title page for Morning Prayer displayed over the chancel. 

Please join us either in person at St. George, Maple 
Ridge (23500 Dewdney Trunk Road) or online at 
http://stgeorgemapleridge.ca/morning-prayer

Receptions into the Anglican Church
During the morning of Wednesday, January 
19, Bishop John Stephens visited his Parish 
of St. Anne, Steveston to receive Jenny and 
Anita Bitter into the Anglican Communion.

Also present at the Eucharist were the 
rector, the Rev. Marnie Peterson and lay 
members of the parish, Sharmila Lakhani, 
Jim Greatbanks and Aman Gil. Many 
thanks to the Rev. Peterson for forwarding 
these photos to diocesan communications.

Welcome Jenny and Anita! W

Those present for the Eucharist were the Rev. Marnie Peterson, Jim Greatbanks, Aman Gil, Bishop John, Jenny Bitter,  
Anita Bitter and Sharmila Lakhani.

socks. Beginning on January 1, 2022, we 
were eligible to apply to the City of New 
Westminster’s community grants program 
to reimburse our purchase of socks and 
other clothing and toiletries to serve our 
guests. W

about 50 toques, many scarves, a couple 
of dozen pairs of gloves and many pairs 
of warm socks. One of the parishioners 
delivered the items to a “store” in Langley, 
where people can come in and shop for what 
they need. W

participate in daily Morning Prayer in the 
church building. We invite anyone who 
desires a quiet, safe place to worship to join 
us any morning of the week. W

Bishop John, Jenny and Anita. PHOTOS Mary Koehler
Becki Kozol, ODNW at the lectern with the chancel beautifully decorated and lit for Epiphany livestreaming.  
PHOTOS David Edgerton
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Ecumenical Service in Richmond
SUBMISSION Katherine Yeo

Happy Anniversary Bishop John!

Clergy News Around the Diocese
From the Desk of the Executive Archdeacon & Archdeacon of Vancouver, the Venerable Douglas Fenton

The Rev. Marnie Peterson, Rector of St. 
Anne’s, Steveston was one of the presiders 
at an ecumenical service held on January 19, 
2022. Fr. Robert Wong, SJ of St. Monica’s 
Catholic Church in Richmond, the host 
parish, preached on the theme: 

“We saw the star in the East, and we came to 
worship him.” (Matthew 2:2) 

Fr. Wong and the Rev. Peterson were joined 
by other clergy, including Deacon the Rev. 
Katherine Yeo, representing St. Alban’s, 
Richmond and Pastor Christoph Reiners 
of Our Saviour Lutheran. The music was 
led by the St. Monica Choir. 

Over 50 people were present onsite 
from the various churches, and others on 
Zoom, for this moving liturgy that was 
planned by the churches from the Middle 
East. All those present were invited to add 
little stars to the beautifully lit star banner 
which pointed to the presence of Christ, 
uniting our gifts and prayers for the visible 
unity of the Church.

Many thanks to Peter Capitulo, Ecu-
menical Representative of St. Monica’s who 
organized the service. W

During the “Bishop’s Report” at the January 
19, 2022 online via Zoom meeting of Dioc-

A NEW VICAR FOR CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
DEAN PAPPAS ANNOUNCES THE APPOINTMENT OF THE REVEREND AREETA BRIDGEMOHAN

The Banner. PHOTO Katherine Yeo

Tak Maeda; Tae Maeda; Bishop John; Rector of St. Agnes’, Archdeacon Stephen Muir; and Deacon of St. Agnes’, the Rev. Lizz Lindsay. PHOTO Randy Murray

“Bishop John Stephens is appointing the Rev. 
Areeta Bridgemohan as the Cathedral’s next 
vicar beginning on May 1, 2022.

I am very excited about welcoming Areeta 
to the Cathedral. A true citizen of the world, 
her experience — both personal and profes-
sional — will enrich our community in many 
ways. I also feel that she meets many of the 
longings expressed during the listening sessions 
for our next vicar.

Areeta was born in Guyana and grew up in 
Rome, Italy. She moved to Canada as a young 
adult and earned her Master of Divinity 
degree from Trinity College at the Toronto 
School of Theology (University of Toronto). 

MORE CLERGY NEWS
The Rev. Arvin Amayag has been appointed 
Rector of St. Mary, Sapperton effective 
January 1, 2022. Father Arvin has been 
Vicar of St. Mary, Sapperton since February 
1, 2017. Through faithfulness, diligence and 
hard work on the part of the priest and pa-
rishioners they now have a full-time priest.

Bishop Stephens has appointed the Rev. 
Mark Munn as Interim Priest-in-Charge of 
St. Martin, North Vancouver effective Janu-
ary 1, 2022, for a period of one year as St. 
Martin considers options to close or merge.

The Rev. Elizabeth Ruder-Celiz has 
been appointed Assistant to the Rector at 
St. John, Shaughnessy effective January 1, 
2022, for an initial period of one year.

The Rev. Melanie Calabrigo, Gather-
ing Priest of St. Hildegard’s Sanctuary has 
been extended in her role as Assistant to 
the Rector at the Cathedral (40%) until 
April 30, 2022.

Bishop Stephens appointed the Rev. 
Jonathan Pinkney as Temporary Priest-in-
Charge of St. Christopher, West Vancouver 
effective February 1, 2022, while their rec-
tor, the Rev. Karen Urquhart, is on leave. 
Jonathan concluded his appointment as As-
sistant Curate at Christ Church Cathedral 

on January 31, 2022.
Synod staff on behalf of the diocese are 

pleased to welcome Deirdre Thornton as 
the diocesan Screening in Faith Adminis-
trator. Deirdre is a parishioner at St. Alban 
the Martyr, Burnaby. The email address  
sif@vancouver.anglican.ca will continue 
as the static contact for Screening in Faith 
matters. 

Bishop Stephens has appointed the Rev. 
Greg Jenkins as the Chair of the Diocesan 
Primate’s World Relief and Development 
Fund (PWRDF) Unit. Greg succeeds the 
long-serving former chair Peter Goodwin 
ODNW who retired some time ago. We 
are glad to have Greg assist in rebuilding 
the presence of the PWRDF work in our 
diocese. Historically, our diocese has been 
one of the top contributors to PWRDF. 
The Rev. Jenkins is Rector of St. Alban the 
Martyr, Burnaby and Regional Dean of 
Royal City/South Burnaby.

The Rev. Lilian Elliott signified to the 
bishop her desire to retire as deacon at 
St. John the Apostle, Port Moody and in 
the Deanery of Tri-Cities/North Burnaby 
effective December 31, 2021. The bishop 
approved her request. W

Consecration as bishop would take place 
in just a few days on January 23. Following 

the Consecration Eucharist celebrated at 
Christ Church Cathedral, viewed online 
by thousands around the world he became 
Coadjutor Bishop of the diocese of New 
Westminster and spent the next six weeks 
working closely with then-diocesan bishop, 
the Most Rev. Melissa Skelton up until her 
retirement on February 28, 2021. Bishop 
John officially became “the Diocesan” on 
March 1.

He reflected on what it has been like to 
be a bishop during this time of pandemic. 
Several bishops have been elected and 
installed during Covidtide, and Bishop 
John revealed that they refer to themselves 
sardonically as “Plague Bishops.” Although 
he is pleased with what has been accom-
plished during these many months despite 
the restrictions on gathering, mission and 
ministry he admitted that “it is difficult to 
get a detailed assessment of the overall state 
of parishes.”

Regardless, Bishop John stated numer-
ous times that he is optimistic for the future 
and continues to be “delighted” with the 
receptions that he experiences during par-
ish visitations.

Bishop John visited the Parish of St. Ag-
nes, North Vancouver on his first anniversary 
for the celebration of their patronal day. The 
Commemoration of St. Agnes, transferred 
from January 21. Included is a January 23 
photo of the music leaders and clergy. 

Many blessings to you Bishop John 
Stephens on this the first of many anni-
versaries. W

esan Council, the Rt. Rev. John Stephens 
remarked that the first anniversary of his 

She was then ordained to the priesthood in 
the diocese of Michigan in December 2015. 

During her time in ministry, she has served as 
the Curate at Christ Church Grosse Pointe in 
Michigan and most recently as the Associate 
Rector at St. George’s Episcopal Church in 
Fredericksburg, Virginia. She also has experi-
ence working with refugees and migrants in a 
pastoral setting during her time at St. Paul’s 
Inside the Walls in Rome, Italy.

Prior to attending seminary, Areeta received 
a Master of Public Health, Health Behavior, 
and Health Education from the University 
of Michigan (Ann Arbor), and a Bachelor of 
Arts, International Development Studies and 

Psychology from McGill University (Montréal, 
Québec). Professionally, Areeta worked in 
program evaluation and research design in 
Toronto with the provincial government and 
was a manager with United Way manag-
ing grants and doing some fun community 
development work. She also has experience 
working in public health systems in Barbados 
and Guyana. She cares deeply about equity 
and social justice issues.

Areeta is currently enrolled in the Spiritual 
Guidance program at the Shalem Institute, 
learning about and deepening her practice 
of contemplative spirituality. Her toddler son 
and her dog are also teaching her much about 

slowing down and being present. In her free 
time, Areeta loves to practice yoga, hike, read, 
cook and spend time with loved ones.

Once she arrives in Vancouver, the welcoming 
committee, trustees and staff will be organiz-
ing various opportunities for the Cathedral 
community to get to know Areeta. As vicar 
her primary focus will be overseeing the 
pastoral care ministries, spiritual life and 
formation opportunities and programs at the 
Cathedral. I am very excited to have Areeta 
share her global pastoral experience with our 
community and further enrich the life of faith 
at Christ Church Cathedral.”
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The death of Archbishop Desmond Tutu on December 26, 
2021, at the age of 90 caused a major ripple in “the force.” 
It was certainly felt in the diocese of New Westminster. 
Within hours I was contacted by several folks in our diocese 
wanting to submit reflections on the death of this Anglican 
hero. All of them had met the archbishop and that face-
to-face meeting had strongly influenced their lives and 
ministry. Although I don’t know it for a fact, I do feel that 
the diocese of New Westminster has a special connection 
to the ministry of Archbishop Tutu. There are probably 
dozens of people in other dioceses around the Anglican 
Communion who feel the same way, however, the diocese 
of New Westminster is arguably one of the most progres-
sive in the Anglican world and what the archbishop strived 
for, for himself and for others was just basic humanity and 
that ALL people be accepted. He was born, raised, and 
lived in a place where the colour of skin was the defining 
factor of his identity, an inhabitant of a country where he 

was denied citizenship. Although he possessed profound 
Christian faith, his experience of discrimination gave him 
special insight into how he lived into his faith and remained 
open to accepting those of other faiths or no faith and that 
was what aligned him strongly with “progressive Christians.” 

On a Sunday morning in 2004, at Christ Church Ca-
thedral during his visit to Vancouver to receive Honorary 
Degrees from the University of BC (UBC) and Simon 
Fraser University (SFU), he was invited to get up and 
speak. During his brief address my principal memory was 
his repetition of the word “ALL!” And as he said that word 
the emphasis growing with each repetition, he turned his 
body in a slightly different direction to engage every per-
son in the room. As he said the word, he’d hold both of 
his small arms increasingly wider and higher and by the 
fourth or fifth “ALL” I could swear he began to glow with 
an inexplicable evanescence. It was an experience I will 
always remember. W

Reflections on the Death  
of the Most Reverend Desmond Tutu
Précis — ‘All’
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

Desmond Tutu was Gentle, Powerful & Consummate in His Graciousness
Desmond Tutu never lost his sense of humour nor the capacity to delight & inspire with his gift of joy
MICHAEL INGHAM
Retired Bishop of the diocese of New Westminster

I first met Desmond Tutu when he came to Vancouver in 
the mid 1970s.

It was in a small house in Deep Cove where the local 
Anglican priest was acting as Desmond’s host. He was the 
Dean of Johannesburg then, not yet a bishop, already catch-
ing the attention of student activists and anti-apartheid 
campaigners in Europe and North America.

About 20 of us sat on the floor of the living room, where 
it soon became clear that this man of short stature was an 
oratorical giant. His words and charisma were electrifying, 
moving, emotional, and scathing. We were an early audi-
ence of what would become thousands of his followers and 
admirers over the next few decades.

When he later became the head of the Anglican Church 
in southern Africa, the infamous Pass Laws were still in 
place which, among other things, assigned the right of 
travel and residence on the basis of colour and race. Previ-
ous Archbishops of Cape Town had all been white. The 
archbishop’s residence was in a white-zoned area, a pala-
tial pile called Bishopscourt with spacious gardens and a 
swimming pool.

Someone in government suggested to Desmond 
that he would probably prefer to live “with his own 
people” — meaning in the slums of Soweto. Desmond 
moved into the archbishop’s palace, and promptly invited 
children from black, coloured, and white areas of the city 
to a party in the pool. The government created a special 
exemption for him from the Pass Laws in order to avoid 
an international incident.

I saw Desmond again in Northern Ireland in the midst 
of the “Troubles.” He was there with other leaders — or 
primates — of the Anglican Communion who (then and 
now) made an effort to visit places of suffering and hard-
ship both to understand the realities of local conflicts and 
to bring a word of hope.

The Irish Primate had set aside an evening to educate the 
other archbishops on the Northern Ireland situation, and to 
bring them face to face with two prominent political guests 
who were brought in under special security arrangements 
supervised by the British military. One was the leader of the 
Republican separatists, the other the leader of the Union 
loyalists. They had never been in the same room together.

It was an extraordinary evening: an outpouring of bit-
terness, anger, and accusation, but also with glimmers of 
willingness to understand, to concede, to seek a better way. 
As it ended, we were sworn to secrecy. No public record of 
the meeting exists. The guests had to be taken home the 
same way they had been brought.

The Irish Primate asked the Archbishop of Canterbury-
elect (who was to be installed in a few days time) to close 
the evening by thanking the guests. To his everlasting 
shame, the Englishman rose and said pathetically, “Let’s 
give these chaps a hand!” There was silence in the room. 

“Thus, the English contempt for the Irish,” remarked the 

Canadian Primate.
It was Desmond who rose, uninvited, and thanked the 

guests — for their courage, honesty, bravery in tremen-
dously difficult circumstances. He spoke briefly of the 
struggles against apartheid, the cost of striving for peace 
in an unjust time, and astonishingly praised them both 
for moving towards the point that had taken South Africa 
many more years to learn. He was gentle, powerful, and 
consummate in his graciousness, diplomatically saving the 
Primates from a deep embarrassment.

One of the last times I saw Desmond was in 2004, when 
the University of BC and Simon Fraser University both gave 
honorary doctoral degrees to him and to his great friend 
the Dalai Lama. The chemistry between them crackled 
with impish fun and profound wisdom. A public dialogue 
was held at the Chan Centre with them and three other 
distinguished representatives of religious faiths.

The Dalai Lama was the only person on the stage who, 
as a Buddhist, did not believe in God. When asked about 
this, he spoke movingly about how belief in external deity 

can sometimes lead us not to take responsibility for the 
world ourselves. Desmond appeared to be shocked, and 
teased him, “You don’t believe in God?” he cried. “Whom 
then do you blame?” And then he spoke powerfully about 
how faith in God had sustained them in South Africa 
through the dark years.

Wherever he travelled, Desmond never failed to thank 
people for their support during those dark years. He never 
underestimated the continuing tragedy of human suffering. 
And he never lost his sense of humour nor the capacity to 
delight and inspire with his gift of joy. W

Bishop Michael Ingham and Bishop Desmond Tutu in Northern Ireland, 1995. PHOTO Diocese of New Westminster Communications Archives

This piece was originally printed online  
by The Vancouver Sun, December 27, 2021,  
it is published here in this issue of Topic  
with permission from the author.
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The Episcopal diocese of Pennsylvania celebrated its bicen-
tenary in 1984. Between nine and ten thousand people 
gathered in the Civic Arena of the state capital, Philadelphia. 
I recall it was a warm summer evening. 

The mood, as you might expect, was festive. After all, it 
is no mean feat for an institution to have journeyed through 
200 years of a history that was at times stormy and divisive. 
Between 1784, and that evening of 1984, great tides of so-
cial change had swept through the church’s life. All of this 
history was present as the hour for the celebration neared. 

In a sense my role was simple. This Choral Evensong 
would have two homilies, one near the opening of the 
service and one near the end. For the first homily I was 
responsible. Apart from my being surprised at the invita-
tion to speak on this occasion, there was something far 
more significant on my mind. The second homily was to 
be given by Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 

I had met Desmond some years before he had become 
the world figure he now was. As Dean of Christ Church Ca-
thedral in Vancouver I had invited him to be our preacher 
while he was visiting the city to give some addresses. Some 
years later I had shared a speaking engagement with him at 
the World Council of Churches. Since that time, he had 
become nothing less than a world figure. He had taken a 
leading role in the struggle against apartheid in his home-
land, often at great personal risk to his own life. For his 
courage and commitment to that vast struggle he had very 
recently been given the Nobel Peace Prize. 

While meeting Desmond again on this occasion had 
been just as pleasant as our former meeting in Vancou-
ver — I was very aware that for this huge gathering, his was 
the significant voice of the evening. I had to trust that what 
I had prepared would be worthy of the occasion. 

The evening has remained memorable for me, not 
only because I was given the privilege of sharing it with 
Desmond Tutu but for two particular moments in his 
presence. The first is typically Desmond and, for me, it 
echoes still in the laughter of that great crowd. When he 
stepped to the microphone to speak, the arena had become 
very warm. Typically, Desmond decided to do something 
totally unexpected. In a hushed and solemn tone his very 

first words were, “My friends, I wish to tell you a story 
about a clergyman who was in bed one night with his wife.” 

To say that Desmond got peoples’ attention is an under-
statement. The single statement was so utterly unexpected, 
coming from so eminent a figure on such a solemn occa-
sion, it is not exaggerating to say it electrified the arena. 
You could also feel a ripple of discomfort. Was this visitor 
going to spoil this special evening? How could this levity 
possibly serve the occasion? With perfect timing Desmond 
then added, “She turned to him and said, ‘Darling, I cannot 
get to sleep; preach me one of your sermons.’”

The place exploded with laughter. All was well. Everyone 
relaxed, and, most important of all, Desmond had this 
great crowd in the palm of his hand. It was masterful. He 
then proceeded to give a magnificent plea for the life of the 
Church to be characterized by its commitment to justice 
of every kind in contemporary society.

There came a second moment which I treasure. Because 
of the size of the arena, the flight of steps from the specially 
built sanctuary area was very high above the arena floor. 
As the procession came down those steps Desmond and 
I were walking together. He turned to me and expressed 
warm appreciation of what I had said, then requested a 
certain quote that I had used. I said he was most welcome, 
and I would give it to him in the robing room, but I was 
suddenly moved by the fact of being in his presence. 

At that time there had been many news items on every 
form of world media about his South African struggle. It 
was well known that especially in the volatile streets of 
Soweto, Desmond had on more than one occasion risked 
his life to stop what had become known as the tyre burnings, 
a style of execution where a tyre filled with gasoline and set 
on fire would be thrown over a victim’s head and shoulders. 

Suddenly, I was becoming acutely aware that I was be-
side a person of such courage shown in the name of Christ, 
I said, “Desmond, I speak in a world very different from the 
world you know. For the most part I receive appreciation. 
You sometimes speak at the risk of your life. For all of us, 
thank you, my friend. Thank you.” 

For a moment he put his hand on my shoulder and we 
came down together. W

A Costly Discipleship
The Civic Arena, Philadelphia, 1984
HERB O’DRISCOLL
Retired Priest of the diocese of Calgary, Former Dean of the diocese of New Westminster & Rector of Christ Church Cathedral

Reflection on an Accidental Meeting in Hong Kong
Desmond Tutu, may he rest in peace
STEPHEN STOW
St. Oswald’s, Port Kells

In February 2007, I flew to Hong Kong to attend a Ven-
ture Capital conference. It was held by a fund run by my 
long-term business partner from Hong Kong, Josephine. 
She has been to our church, St. Oswald’s in Port Kells. It 
was the practice to have a surprise guest speaker. You never 
know who, until the day.

That year the special celebrity speaker was Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu. I always try and sit in the front row at such 
events and did so then. I have never forgotten his presence 
in that room of 500 people. He was a small, diminutive 
man, but beaming with peace and power. You could almost 
touch his pure channeling of Spirit. His mandate was to 
share a small piece of his experience as chair of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Committee (TARC). 

He captivated us with his humility, and total lack of 
any air of self-importance. 

He first focused us on his awareness of the need for 
a peaceful transformation of power in South Africa (SA), 
and the horror of the flaming necklace, used by locals 
on each other and on whites in the last few years. This 
transformation depended entirely on the character of the 
three decisive actors at the time: de Klerk as the leader of 
the South African Afrikaner ruling white party, Mandela 
himself as the freedom fighter in goal for so many years, 
and the Most Rev. Desmond Tutu as the spiritual leader 
and Archbishop of the Anglican Church in South Africa. 
As he put it, this was the only time in SA history when all 
three actors in their roles had the right balance of aware-
ness of the need for a positive change in history, humility 
and of forgiveness. 

To make a peaceful transfer of power was at the time 
considered both in and outside of SA as almost impossible. 

Even the European whites in SA were against the strict 
Afrikaner policy. 

But then Mandela was released in February 1990. 
The fact that two Nobel Peace prizes were awarded, one 

each to Mandela and Tutu, brought up ironically on the 
same street in Soweto, says it all. They found forgiveness in 
their hearts, and the genuineness of it, attracted even the 
hardline members of the African National Congress (ANC). 

South Africa had been a powder keg of civil war wait-
ing to happen. 

For me, the power of it all was accentuated by the 
fact that but three years before Mandela’s release, I had 
experienced this tension directly. I’d spent six weeks in SA, 
touring 6000 kilometres with one of my two brothers, who 
was working there. There was a clear ice-storm in the air 
of both disaffection and hatred between all the racial divi-
sions established by the post WWII Afrikaners — whites, 
Blacks, people of colour and “honorary whites” — Chinese 
with money.

But strangely, it was much more relaxed in the country-
side, for example, Stellenbosch and the Cape, and in game 
reserves for tourists where peaceful co-operation between 
races seemed to flourish.

So, the amazing concept of a Truth and Reconciliation 
Committee, to replace adversarial litigation, was eye open-
ing, especially to someone who was a litigant by trade, and 
had felt the knife of heated tension cut through the butter 
of the autumn air, even though I was just an extended 
stay visitor.

Back to Hong Kong (February 2007) — Archbishop 
Tutu related a few of his amazing stories. But none sits 
so clearly in my memory as that of an elderly woman in 
a wheelchair, a member of a wealthy family who was in a 
park in Johannesburg, with her three white sons. 

Suddenly they were surrounded by a mob of local 
South Africans. Heated accusations were made about brutal 
treatment by the wealthy land-owning sons of their own 
workers, including some in the mob. And a brutal death 
came for those three, that day.

This was apparently a relatively common story in the 
end of days — though the survival of the elderly woman 
was not so common. 

Archbishop Tutu had managed to get together members 
of the mob and the elderly mother, in her wheelchair. As 
may be seen in a recent BBC documentary about the Arch-
bishop, he took upon himself the pain of those he was en-
couraging to shed their hatred. You could see him doubled 
up in anguish, head in his knees, on hearing and feeling 
the pain of the victims, as they tried to shed their hatred.

In the case of the elderly woman, the mob listened to 
the Archbishop and went down on their own knees seeking 

her forgiveness, in their genuine river of tears. 
Don’t forget, as I understand it, Archbishop Tutu’s 

mandate as chairman of the TARC did not include any 
power to commit anyone to prison. Just to forgive. So, 
any in his TARC actually seeking forgiveness would have 
no other agenda.

The elderly woman sobbed. She also asked for forgive-
ness for not bringing up her children to be different from 

their father and forefathers, another generation unable to 
love their black fellow men and women as equals.

I wept openly then and now again as I retell it for just 
the second time in 14 years, in honour of the passing of 
this giant of a man.

I felt the channeling power of Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, the man, and his spirit as he simply channeled peace. 
So great was the power of the man. W
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Reflections on My Interview with Desmond Tutu
Forty-four years later the memories remain
CONRAD GUELKE, ODNW
St. Philip, Dunbar, Former Editor of Topic, Contributor to diocesan communications

In May 1977, the late Lyndon Grove, ODNW, then-editor 
of Topic, invited me to interview Desmond Tutu, who was 
then the Bishop of Lesotho (formerly Basutoland). This 
was at a time when the apartheid regime in adjacent South 
Africa was effectively suppressing all opposition. Indeed, 
Nelson Mandela had already served 13 years on Robben 
Island after being sentenced to life imprisonment in 1964. 

At the time of my interview with Bishop Tutu, I had 
no idea that seven years later — in 1984 — this forceful, yet 
modest, man would win the Nobel Peace Prize. 

In reflecting on my conversation with this future global 
celebrity I am reminded of the William Shakespeare quo-
tation, “Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and 
some have greatness thrust upon them.” Desmond Tutu 

achieved greatness through his courage in facing up to 
the unjust and discriminatory laws of the South African 
Government of the day.

Having followed the subsequent trajectory of Desmond 
Tutu’s career, it came as no surprise to me to realize that 
that the man I interviewed over 40 years ago was, above 
all, authentic. At his very core he valued forgiveness and 
reconciliation, and this strengthened his ability to stand up 
to the dark forces of racism in South Africa. 

It was a humbling experience for me to meet a man of 
such profound courage, and the memory of conducting 
that special interview those many years ago has remained 
with me to this day. W

archbishop desmond tutu reflections

We Are Made to Tell the World that There Are No Outsiders
THE RIGHT REVEREND JOHN STEPHENS
Bishop of the diocese of New Westminster

In 2010, my family and I journeyed to South Africa for a 
time of sabbatical and renewal. We explored a variety of 
different regions of that beautiful country, meeting many 
people, hearing different stories, and learning more about 
the history and traditions.

While in Cape Town, we attended an early morning 
Eucharist at St. George’s Cathedral where the presider was 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu. There were a good number of 
us gathered in a side chapel as we heard the familiar words 
of the liturgy. Instead of a homily following the gospel, 
Archbishop Tutu invited each of us to introduce ourselves 
to the assembled congregation. There were people from all 
over the world, but one of those introductions has stayed 
with me since that time. A youth group leader from the 
United States presented himself and his group. He told 
how they had come to South Africa on a mission trip to 
help those in need. They had assisted in building a school, 
had spent time with the children and been part of the 
community for two weeks.

Archbishop Tutu paused for a moment and in a gentle 
and kind voice asked, “Are there no people in need in your 
own country that you come to help the poor in this coun-
try?” Those words touched me then and with the news of 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s death on December 26, they 
have come to the forefront of my mind once again. 

Archbishop Tutu was, of course, known the world over 
as a voice for justice, for truth, for forgiveness, for equality, 
for fairness. His voice was heard loud and clear during the 
time of apartheid legislation in South Africa but has been 
heard ever since as one who stood up against racism, ho-
mophobia, xenophobia, and several other examples where 
all human beings are not welcomed and loved. 

Tutu once said, “Forgiving and being reconciled to our 
enemies or our loved ones are not about pretending that 
things are other than they are. It is not about patting one 
another on the back and turning a blind eye to the wrong. 
True reconciliation exposes the awfulness, the abuse, the 
hurt, the truth. It could even sometimes make things worse. 
It is a risky undertaking but, in the end, it is worthwhile, 
because in the end only an honest confrontation with reality 
can bring real healing. Superficial reconciliation can bring 
only superficial healing.”

If we really want to live out the vision that Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu had for this world, then it is not enough 
to simply appreciate his words. He was calling people to 
action and to take responsibility. To live out what it is that 
we believe God is calling us to be and do. If we want to 
truly honour the life and work of Archbishop Tutu, then 
we need to look carefully at the world around us and ques-
tion how each one of us live out our calling to respect the 
dignity of every human being.

Last May, on the grounds of the Kamloops Indian Resi-
dential School, there was the discovery of 215 unmarked 
grave sites, of which many appeared to be for children. 
There was shock and horror at this news, and rightfully so. 
But it also recalled, for me, the words of the archbishop 
in the chapel of St. George’s Cathedral, that we need to 
address our own wrongs here at home. 

These 215 grave sites, and similar sites across the country, 
are the result of the abuse and violence that took place in 
residential schools here in Canada. Residential schools are a 
sign of the systematic racism that continues to exist in this 

country. They represent children torn from their parents’ 
arms who would never return home. Children who were 
being taught and told to no longer be Indigenous in terms 
of language, culture, traditions, song, and prayer. 

Just recently, an Angus Reid Institute survey revealed 
that more than half of Asian Canadians have suffered from 
discrimination over the past year. From the Government 
of Canada’s website, which lists several statistics on racism 
in our country, here are two disturbing facts: Black males 
living in Toronto are three times more likely to be stopped 
and asked for identification by police; and employers are 
about 40% more likely to interview a job applicant with 
an English-sounding name despite identical education, 
skills, and experience. 

What might Archbishop Desmond Tutu say to us here 
in Canada? What words might he offer about the level of 
racism and prejudice directed toward Indigenous people, 
people of colour and those of traditions apart from the 
majority here in Canada? 

Recently, I was part of a small cohort of leaders from 
within our diocese exploring racism in the world of today. 
Bridging Differences, led by Natasha Aruliah, pushed the 
group to examine more carefully the way our world is 
structured, whose voices are heard and how we need to 
question many assumptions. For this program, clarity was 
offered on the first day as we considered the framework of 
how many of us view our society: 

“We all live in a world that is not neutral and within systems of 
oppression that privileges some and marginalizes others. As a 
result, we have all absorbed considerable misinformation about 

ourselves and others. Racism, sexism, cissexism, classism, colo-
nialism, heterosexism, ableism and more have damaged us all 
and have been internalized, impacting our thoughts, feelings, 
and behaviours, and are mostly deeply unconscious. Unlearn-
ing oppressive attitudes and behaviours is a lifelong journey. 
Resistance, denial, and pain are part of healing and learning 
to connect across difference. Individuals and organizations can 
grow and change with focused attention and commitment to a 
process that is holistic. Organizations, systems, and structures 
are built and maintained by people and so personal change 
is integral to systemic change. Building movements for social 
and economic justice requires systemic awareness and systemic 
change and the starting place is us. Working together makes 
things happen. How we work is as important as the work we 
do — developing emotional and cultural literacy are critical 
skills. Transparency and accountability are needed to challenge 
and change systems of oppression.”

And so, we began. For six months we read, we discussed, 
we listened, we observed, we questioned, we came to see 
with different eyes that the world in which we live is not 
fair or balanced or just for all people. Intellectually this is 
perhaps easy to accept, but when we realize that many of 
us are far too accepting of the status quo, we lose sight of 
who Jesus Christ is calling us to be.

White privilege, white supremacy, unequal opportuni-
ties, skewed incomes, unjust advantages, and many other 
aspects affect how we live in this world. Some of us are 
blind to the impact of these effects, but when they are more 
clearly shown to us, we discover a new interpretation of 
how we should walk in this world, how we might strive 
for justice and peace among all people.

In the HuffPost, Maija Kappler wrote an article on May 
29, 2020, entitled, Racism In Canada Is Ever-Present, But 
We Have A Long History Of Denial. In that article she wrote: 

“Maybe the question to ask yourself isn’t whether you’re a racist, 
but how you benefit from a system that subjugates other people. 
How comfortable or uncomfortable you are when non-white 
people are in a position of authority over you, and where some 
of those attitudes come from. What kinds of interactions make 
you feel threatened, and what kinds of threats, inadvertent or 
not, other people might feel from you. What we as Canadians 
should be doing, and white Canadians in particular, is looking 
long and hard at our own reluctance to examine ourselves. We 
need to address our unconscious biases, the ideas we buy into 
that allow freedom to white people at the expense of others.”

Inequity in gaining job interviews, the high rate of police 
checks for black Canadian males, anti-Asian racism, resi-
dential schools, and many other examples all point to a 
level of racism that is still with us, as uncomfortable as this 
realization might be for many of us. We need to stay with 
this feeling of being uncomfortable and pay attention to 
it. What is it teaching us about how we live out our faith 
in Jesus Christ? 

In our diocese we will continue with dismantling racism 
training, but we must also seek ways in which we can live 
into dismantling racism in our lives. We will continue to aim 
to create a broader diversity in the leadership in the diocese 
and in each parish. We will aim to reflect and be guided 
by the society in which we live which is filled with people 
of a great mosaic of backgrounds, traditions, and culture. 

The lower western corner of the mainland province of 
British Columbia where our diocese is located is filled with 
people of different faith traditions and those of no faith 
tradition at all. Our diocese of New Westminster will con-
tinue to grow into increasing awareness and understanding 
of our sisters and brothers all around us including those of 
all faiths. The Diocesan Ecumenical and Multi-faith Unit 
continues to help us open our eyes to new possibilities of 
understanding and appreciation. This too is part of the 
work of dismantling racism and the compassionate living 
we are called to as we seek and serve Christ in all persons. 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu once said: 

“We are made for goodness. We are made for love. We are made 
for friendliness. We are made for togetherness. We are made 
for all the beautiful things that you and I know. We are made 
to tell the world that there are no outsiders. All are welcome: 
black, white, red, yellow, rich, poor, educated, not educated, 
male, female, gay, straight, all, all, all. We all belong to this 
family, this human family, God’s family.” 

If we treasure these words, may they affect how we love our 
neighbours as ourselves. W

The Stephens’ family with Archbishop Tutu in Cape Town, South Africa, 2010.  
PHOTO Diocesan Communications Photo Archives

“God’s dream is that you and I  
and all of us  

will realize that we are family,  
that we are made for togetherness,  
for goodness, and for compassion.”

Archbishop Desmond Tutu
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archbishop desmond tutu reflections

Transfiguration
Remembering Archbishop Desmond Tutu
PETER ELLIOTT
Retired Dean of the diocese of New Westminster & Rector of Christ Church Cathedral; Interim Director of Anglican Formation at Vancouver School of Theology

Wonderfully impish, deeply devout, passionately com-
mitted to justice for all God’s beloved children, Desmond 
Tutu, for over 40 years has been the world’s most famous 
Anglican. My life was deeply enriched by him — it was an 
honour to spend time with him twice, first briefly in 1990, 
and then for a longer time in 2004. Both times he left me 
with memories and stories that have deeply influenced my 
life and theology.

In August 1990, he visited Canada responding to an 
invitation from the Osnaburgh Band, part of the Mish-
keegogamang First Nation, a community northwest of 
Thunder Bay. Surrounding this visit, he made visits to 
Toronto and London in Ontario, and the Christian Festi-
val in Halifax. It was in Toronto that I first met him; the 
Bishop of Toronto had asked me to organize a liturgy of 
welcome at St. Paul’s Church on Bloor Street at a service 
of Evensong Sunday on August 12 with Archbishop Tutu 
preaching. A wonderfully talented group of liturgists and 
musicians worked creatively to develop a beautiful expres-
sion of evening prayer taking care to include people from 
many backgrounds in leadership including an American 
Sign Language (ASL) interpreter to enable the deaf com-
munity to participate fully. 

We were all set: choirs and lay and clergy leaders, wait-
ing for the Archbishop to arrive. He did, right on schedule 
about 30 minutes before start time. I had been informed 
by his staff that he wanted to have a private space for him 
to meditate before the liturgy and was not to be disturbed. 
This was respected but there was a problem: the ASL in-
terpreter wanted very much to have a few moments with 
the Archbishop to get a sense of what he was going to say. 
So, he and I approached the study where Desmond was 
sequestered and I gingerly knocked on the door, “Come in,” 
he said. I explained the reason for our intrusion, he gra-
ciously agreed to meet with the interpreter, and I left them 
to have a conversation. The liturgy went well, Desmond 
was, as always, magnetic and engaging. The interpreter 
was grateful that he had the opportunity to meet prior to 
the event, because the Archbishop’s theme was transfigura-
tion—referencing the Feast of the Transfiguration which 
had just passed (August 6), speaking about how God was 
in the business of transfiguring/transforming the human 
community to become a place of equality and justice for 
all God’s beloved children. Desmond’s willingness to break 
his prayer time to be of assistance to someone is exemplary 
of his generous and compassionate spirit.

In 2004, two of Vancouver’s universities honoured three 
“world visionaries” with honorary doctorates. Simon Fraser 
University (SFU) and the University of British Columbia 
(UBC) conferred degrees upon three Nobel Prize laurates: 
the Dalai Lama, Professor Shirin Ebadi (Iranian human 
rights advocate), and Archbishop Desmond. While the 
UBC special convocation was held at the Chan Centre for 
the Performing Arts, SFU chose to hold theirs at the (then) 
newly renovated and restored Christ Church Cathedral in 
Vancouver’s downtown. I was invited to join the organizing 
committee for the visit. For each of the honorary degree 
recipients they asked one of the committee members to 
be a “Steward” — whose job it would be to meet our guest 
upon arrival and accompany them throughout the four-
day itinerary. I was asked if I would serve as “Steward” to 
Archbishop Tutu; without hesitation I agreed, and from 
that extraordinary privilege three short vignettes. 

Having arrived on a Saturday afternoon, his first event 
was a non-scheduled visit to Christ Church Cathedral for 
the Eucharist. It was the Second Sunday of Easter and the 
morning of the Vancouver Sun Run. The Sun Run (in pre-
pandemic times) attracted 50,000+ for a ten-kilometre run 
through downtown; its starting line was directly outside the 
Cathedral making getting to church difficult if not impos-
sible. Desmond was driven by a dedicated and determined 
parishioner who worked their way through police barri-
cades and arrived in time for the liturgy. Quietly I escorted 
him in: he simply wanted to be part of the congregation 
but agreed to greet folks at the announcements before the 
offertory. Of course, heads turned as news that Desmond 
was in church quietly spread through the congregation. We 
proceeded as usual and at the offertory I invited him to 
bring greetings. He spoke eloquently, thanking the Cana-
dian Church for our support of South Africa through the 
apartheid period and encouraging all of us in our ministries. 
At the end of the liturgy, he joined me in the procession 

ABOVE Two photos of the Very Rev. Peter Elliott and Archbishop Tutu taken in 2004. 
PHOTOS Courtesy of Peter Elliott

out — when we got to the door, I said, “No need for you 
to stay and greet folks — we can get you back to your hotel 
right away.” He looked at me and said, “But Father, what if 
I want to greet your congregation?” And so it was that he 
stood at the church door for an hour, greeting and speaking 
with each person. Such grace.

Our assigned driver picked us up after a light lunch 
to take the Archbishop to his first scheduled event — a 
public forum at the Pacific Coliseum with the Dalai Lama. 
Desmond insisted on riding in the front seat — he didn’t 
like the idea of being “chauffeured” around — so on our 
many trips over the next few days he sat in the front with 
the driver while I sat in the back. As we approached the 
Coliseum there was a protest going on outside the venue: 
a group of fundamentalist Christians were demonstrat-
ing against the event since it featured a Buddhist and a 
Christian. I sought to explain the situation, saying that in 
BC’s Lower Mainland there were many very conservative 
Christians. Desmond turned to face me in the back seat, 

“What they haven’t discovered, Father,” he said, “is that God 
is not a Christian.” Seven years later, his book God is not 
a Christian was published. Such wisdom.

Our driver skillfully got us to our entrance, far away 
from where the demonstrators were, and we were escorted 
into the facility. We were taken to the “green room” — which 
was a hockey dressing room near the stage entrance. The 
Dalai Lama was already there with his entourage of monks 
and advisors and when he saw the Archbishop come into 
the room his face broke into a huge smile. They embraced 
warmly: the affection and respect between them was pal-
pable. An interpreter assisted their conversation, we had a 
quite a few minutes before they were called on stage and 
during a lag in the conversation, I said that the dressing 
room we were in used to be used by NHL players when the 
Coliseum was the Vancouver Canucks home arena. I added 
that many professional hockey players earn hundreds of 
thousands of dollars a year. There was a brief silence, then 
Desmond looked at the Dalai Lama and said, “I guess we 
went into the wrong business!” The two of them started 
giggling — it was wonderfully contagious and before long 
everyone in the room was laughing. Then it was time for 
them to get to the stage.

I walked with Desmond as far as I was allowed — then 
he and the Dalai Lama were to walk up this steep staircase 
leading to the stage. They took a first step together, then 
Desmond put his hand out and the Dalai Lama took it and 
they walked up the rest of the stairs holding hands. When 
they got to the top and walked on to the stage the crowd of 
about 15,000 stood and cheered for what must have been 
5 minutes. It was an afternoon I’ll never forget — many 
people came to see the Dalai Lama and left talking about 
Archbishop Tutu. Such a presence.

There were so many other memorable moments over the 
days he spent in Vancouver: quite regularly he would cut 
something short to return to his hotel to rest and pray, and 
often have a drink! Being with him over those four days gave 
me a new sense of what stewardship meant — and a host 
of stories. Relaying the story of our trip to the Coliseum 
to my aged mother, I told her how Archbishop Tutu had 
said, “God is not a Christian.” She responded, “Would 
you repeat that?” I did. She said she’d have to think about 
that. She told this to her conservative Mennonite best 
friend who responded, “Of course he is a Christian.” But 
the two of them reasoned it through and came to agree 
with the Archbishop and it transfigured their theological 
viewpoint — as it did mine.

Transfiguration — whether it was in his passionate op-
position to apartheid in South Africa, his advocacy for In-
digenous people in Canada, his solidarity with Palestinians 
in Israel or his absolute clarity about the place of LGBTQ 
people in the life of the church and the world, his words and 
actions were transformative. “Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for justice for they shall be filled,” taught Jesus. 
Filled he was, with joy, humour, life abundant: blessed was 
he indeed and blessed are all those of us whose lives have 
been transformed by his presence. May he rest in peace 
and power and rise with Christ in glory. W

The Very Rev. Peter Elliott served as Dean of Christ Church  
Cathedral Vancouver from 1994 – 2019. Currently he is the Interim  
Director of Anglican Formation at Vancouver School of Theology  
and is a Leadership Coach in private practice.The photo that appeared in the June 1977 issue of Topic.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu in 2004 at the SFU Ceremony at Christ Church Cathedral. 
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In It for the Long Run
Feeding Birds, Lent & the Reign of Peace & Justice
HANNAH MAIN-VAN DER KAMP
St. David & St. Paul, Powell River

When the days became shorter and colder, 
our household made a commitment to 
feed the birds this winter… all winter. We 
weren’t planning to go away. We always 
have binoculars on the windowsills and 
have enough pocket money for suet and 
seeds. Daily check-in, refilling, scattering, 
restocking, out in the rain, snow and storm, 
it’s joyful wok. And what rewards!

Is there anything more beautiful than a 
Northern Flicker? How remarkable is the 
little dance that Fox Sparrows do — scratch, 
step forward, scratch, step back. You want 
to see a Song Sparrow sit still — flick 
flick — tail just for once? Cold and hun-
gry, they do, for a few seconds. And the 
surprises! Have you ever gazed at the back 
of a Downy Woodpecker hanging on the 
window side of a suet feeder? Notice a Mon-
drian display of white and black rectangles 
with a bright red circle.

Like Lenten practices, bird feeding is 
a commitment. Once you’re in it, it’s too 
late to quit but never too soon to start. Did 
I mention the rodent control, the debris 
sweeping, the wind-blown lost feeders? 
Good thing it’s too cold for the bears to 
help themselves; they like to crunch the 
hanging feeders.

Topic readers will be reading this about 
the second or third week in Lent. In there 
for the long haul? In this bleary, grey, so-
cially restricted winter, Easter celebrations 
feel a long way off. Like committing to 
feed birds till spring, it’s too late to cease 
the commitments to prayer, fasting and 
confident hope for the coming of the reign 
of peace and justice. We’ve come so far now, 

Downy Woodpecker (Dryobates Pubescens) on the feeder with suet, hung in the backyard for the winter.  
PHOTO pr2is (iStock ID#1282216956)

and though it’s possible and forgivable to 
have a relapse for a day or two, Lent atten-
tion just has a compelling forward move-
ment of its own.

The birdfeeders will come down just 
when the nestlings appear, bears not yet, 
but before the fledglings are too young 
to eat the newly sown seeds in the raised 
vegetable beds.

As for peace and justice to be established, 
it’s already here, though not yet fully grown. 
How do we know that? We know it because 
that same accomplishing Spirit is the cour-
age that keeps us faithfully committed to 
practices that feed us as well as feed the 
birds. The One who will establish it in the 
long haul is in it now with us as we commit 
to repair and restoration of the earth and 
the systems that have so injured it.

From present moment to present mo-
ment; that’s a definition of eternity because 
in eternity there is no time. No past, no 
future, only the everlasting present mo-
ment by moment. When you gaze on birds, 
charmed and captivated by their loveliness 
and squabbles, you are in the present mo-
ment. When a time of quietude in Lent 
takes you away from your daily, sometimes 
dreary, tasks and preoccupations, you are 
in the present moment. Probably the birds 
are always in it.

There is a flock of small darting shapes 
on the ground below a feeder when the 
dawn light appears. What a scurry. But 
suddenly — whoosh — they all vanish. Two 
seconds later, a Sharp-shinned Hawk settles 
on the nearby branch; she’s in it for the long 
haul too but hopefully no haul. W

Hannah Main-van der Kamp, bird watcher and writer, lives in Powell River and worships at  
St. David & St. Paul. Eyes on hawks, she plants her seed peas with an eye on birds.

The Day God Sends a Message
HERBERT O’DRISCOLL
Retired Priest of the diocese of Calgary, Former Dean of the diocese of New Westminster & Rector of Christ Church Cathedral

All over the world, on a particular day, mil-
lions of men and women and children do 
an extraordinary thing. They enter a place 
of worship and kneel, close their eyes, and 
wait. They wait for someone to come car-
rying a small bowl of black ashes. These 
ashes have been made by burning some 
dried palm branches which a year before 
were carried around in procession in this 
same place of worship. 

The person bearing the ashes goes to 
each one kneeling, dips his or her thumb 
in the bowl, then touches the kneeler’s 
forehead, marking it with ash. As this is 
done the kneeling person hears a simple 
but devastating statement about their lives: 

“You are dust and to dust you shall return.” 

Why do we do this extraordinary act in 
this year of 2022? Some think it depressing, 
some think it primitive, even unhealthy. 
After all, we know all too well that we return 
to dust. Do we really need literally to rub 
it in? We are beginning to be aware that if 
we are not very careful, we will turn the 
whole planet to dust one of these days. Do 
we need to drive this in so starkly? 

The answer is yes, we do. Because it is 
only by acting out something like this, ut-
terly simple yet chillingly stark, that we can 
realize the tremendously important message 
we are receiving. 

Over 4000 years ago, in two powerful 
and vivid images, the unknown writer of 
Genesis told us the story of who and what 
we are as human beings. “The Lord God, 
the writer writes, formed humanity of dust 
from the ground.” But it doesn’t end there. 
The writer continues, “God breathed into 

PHOTO Fredrica Aban (iStock ID#1300804890)

humanity’s nostrils the breath of life.” 
So, something of supreme importance 

has happened to this dust. It remains dust, 
nothing changes that. But that same dust 
is now made rich beyond measure with 
the infusion of divine life. Two wonder-
ful things follow. Because a human being 
is more than a physical entity therefore a 
human being is given supreme significance. 
Yes, we exploit and wrong one another, even 
attack and kill one another, but we do so at 
the price of incalculable guilt. 

Again, the fact of God breathing on 
our dust gives us a deep hope for human 

nature. In the ancient story we are given 
responsibility for the created order of which 
we ourselves are a part. All such responsibil-
ity depends on our remembering this, that 
we too are creatures, children of the same 
inconceivable majesty that forms creation, 
the stars above us, the earth beneath our 
feet, the air we breathe. All the brilliance, 
creativity, thought and imagination of the 
human enterprise is possible as the shim-
mering traces of the divine breath within us. 

Sally McFague was a towering voice in 
what we are coming to call Environmental 
Theology. I still can feel the thrill of hearing 

her voice for the first time saying, “We must 
get to the point of realizing that because 
the planet is part of the body of God, when 
we pollute the air, we poison the lungs of 
God, and when we pollute a river, we are 
poisoning the arteries of God.” 

Although this issue of Topic in print 
will likely not be in homes prior to March 
2, 2022, I ask you to consider that the next 
time, when you kneel again and close your 
eyes to receive the ashes of Wednesday, listen 
for the song of creation. It is telling you who 
and what you really are, and what you and 
I are called to be in the mystery of it all. W
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The Reverend Wilmer Toyoken’s  
10th Anniversary Celebrations at St. Michael’s Multicultural
Saying Farewell to the Reverend Eric Stroo & Welcoming the Right Reverend Alex Wandag
GREGORY TATCHELL, ODNW
St. Michael’s Multicultural, Vancouver

The Rev. Wilmer Toyoken began his tenure at St. Michael’s, 
Vancouver aka St. Michael’s Multicultural (SMM), Novem-
ber 15, 2011. On two consecutive Sundays, November 7 
and 14, 2021, the parish celebrated the 10th Anniversary 
of his incumbency. The occasion was enhanced by the 
confluence of two other significant events in the life of St. 
Michael’s, saying good-bye to their deacon of 4 ½ years, 
Deacon, the Rev. Eric Stroo and welcoming a new honor-
ary assistant, a retired bishop, the Rt. Rev. Alex Wandag.

was the organizing force behind this event, as well as a 2019 
event in California. This program is guaranteed a strong 
future with Rose’s continuing leadership and energy, as 
well as a $5,000 annual gift from Sam Copley. The grant 
began in 2020. 

And finally, their son Ezra has been a fixture at Evening 
Prayer, and is part of the Sunday liturgy, where he rings 
the Sanctus bell to mark the “do this in Remembrance of me” 
points of the Eucharistic Prayer.

The plaque reads as follows:

IN COMMEMORATION OF THE SERVANT-LEADERSHIP  
of the Reverend Eric Stroo, Deacon, 2017 – 2021
With deep gratitude, for his support of Padi Wilmer,
for his trip to the Philippines, for his support in
establishing SMM’s 4th Ministry (Mission to Seafarers),
for his many Sermons and Gospel Readings, for his
easy Grace after Church during meal fellowship, for his
Wisdom during Church Council and Vestry, and
For his continued Zoom presence over the first 18 months
of the covid Pandemic (March 2020 – November 2021)

The congregation and leadership of SMM face
Eric’s departure with heavy hearts, but know we
will see him & Melissa on occasion, and want to
emphasize strongly how welcome you (both!) will
always be, as permanent members of the SMM
St. Michael’s Multicultural Anglican Church family 

The Right Reverend Bishop Alex Wandag 
The preacher for the double occasion of the 10th Anniversary 
of Padi Wilmer and the farewell for Deacon Eric was the Rt. 
Rev. Bishop Alex Wandag. Bishop Alex’s message was most 
memorable, sealed with a single clap/stomp for Padi Wilmer, 
and a double clap/stomp for Deacon Eric. Auspiciously, it 
marked the first participation by Bishop Alex in a St. Mi-
chael’s Multicultural (SMM) liturgy since receiving a letter 
from Bishop John granting him a license and Permission 
to Officiate. The deep hole left by the departure of Deacon 
Eric will be felt for a long time, but it was felt that the Lord 
provides in wonderful ways in sending Bishop Alex to us as 
a sign of new beginnings. Bishop Alex faithfully accepted 
the endorsement of the eight SMM Wardens/Trustees at 
Vestry, in becoming SMM’s honorary assistant.

As many are aware, an initiative of the diocese of New 
Westminster has been Companion Diocese relationship 
with the Episcopal diocese of Northern Philippines. Bishop 
Alex is recently retired from that area of the Philippines and 
joins a congregation that he has visited many times over 
the last 15 years, where he has always been very active in 
the musical ministry of the church. His wife Grace is an 
active member of SMM and was the first leader of the An-
glican Church Women (ACW) when it was re-established 
in 2012. As of this writing Grace is currently covering for 
the President, Judith Carling, who is undergoing treatment 
for cancer. A primary emphasis of Deacon Eric in his final 
speech was a shout out to the ACW as the “heart” of SMM. 
A testimonial to Deacon Eric's observation regarding the 

"heart"of SMM - Grace became a Trustee of St. Michael's 
at the 2022 Vestry meeting on the same day that the par-
ish acknowledged her husband’s appointment as honorary 
assistant. W

Ten Years — Ezra, Rose & Padi Wilmer
The celebration of Padi Wilmer’s ten years of ministry at 
St. Michael’s marked an auspicious date for him, his family, 
and St. Michael’s. The ten years preceding his arrival the 
parish did not have a term priest-in-charge (the last five of 
those years with supply clergy), the progress of the church 
since Padi Wilmer’s arrival is visible everywhere. In an early 
homily, Padi Wilmer emphasized servant leadership. Ten 
years later, that two-word philosophy has captured unerr-
ingly the guiding culture of his leadership style, and the 
style of the leadership team and congregation. Nourishing 
this culture is the source of all else accomplished during 
his ten years. The second most visible manifestation of that 
success are SMM’s four primary ministries. When Padi 
Wilmer was appointed priest-in-charge in 2011, there was 
only one meal ministry, now there are several examples of 
compassionate food service. Over the years he has added a 
robust youth/children’s ministry, a strong Anglican Com-
munion Asian Pacific Ministry (ACAM) in partnership 
with The Episcopal Church (TEC), an Evening Prayer 
program (now in existence for six years), and a four-year (so 
far) covenanted partnership with the Mission to Seafarers.

The Youth/Children’s Ministry has been especially 
strong. Highlights include the trip made by 18 youth in 
2019, to an Anglican Communion event in Hawaii. They 
were accompanied by then-archbishop of the diocese of 
New Westminster, the Most Rev. Melissa Skelton and the 
Rev. Eric Stroo. The dedicated effort of the Toyoken family 
made this possible. Padi Wilmer’s spouse, Rose Toyoken 

4 ½ Years — Deacon, The Reverend Eric Stroo
In addition to the Toyoken family’s anniversary, SMM 
marked the occasion of the Rev. Deacon Eric Stroo’s final 
day at SMM. There was a ½ hour slide show with music that 
was produced by People’s Warden James Baldo, ODNW. 
The soundtrack captured Eric’s penchant for dancing! In 
addition to being presented with a healthy supply of bub-
bly (how do you get that across the border, Eric?), he was 
presented with a plaque by the Rector’s Warden, Moses 
Kajoba ODNW. The words on that plaque summarize 

Three Wise Men — Bishop Alex, Padi Wilmer and Deacon Eric. Rose, Deacon Eric, Eijun, Padi Wilmer, Ezra on on the 10th anniversary.

Eric’s contributions to SMM in his time in ministry. 
Bishop John Stevens sent a letter to Padi Wilmer to be 

read out to the congregation on the occasion of his last day. 
He perfectly captured the sentiments of the congregation 
at SMM.


